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Clinton lauds successes in Mideast 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — President Bill Clinton lauded U.S. 
efforts to bring Arabs and Israelis closer to reaching a peace 
agreement Friday, citing determined diplomacy and military might 
as key to U.S. foreign policy successes. ■‘The credit here belongs to 
the peacemakers, but we should all be proud that at critical 
moments along the way our efforts helped to make the difference 
between failure and success," Mr. Clinton told a symposium at the 
Freedom House policy think tank in Washington. The president 
cited "persistent diplomat and the measured use of the world's 
strongest military" as the formula for Washington's foreign policy 
successes. The president, who has been criticised as -weak on 
foreign policy, also applauded recent successes in Bosnia, Haiti 
and Northern Ireland and warned against the Republican major- 
ity's move towards isolationism. "We must stand for opportunity 
and responsibility, in a world where the dividing line between 
domestic and foreign policy is increasingly blurred," he said. 
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The Jordan Times 

now has two additional telephone lines in 
service. They are: 

684 311 / 699 634 

We can still be reached through the A1 Ra'i 
telephone exchange whose number is 

667 171 

To reach the Advertising Department, 
please call: 

667 171 Ext. 223 
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Indonesian team 
arrives today 

AMMAN (Petra) — An In- 
donesian parliamentary de- 
legation arrives here today on 
a week-long visit to Jordan 
for talks with the Speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament on parliamen- 
tary relations. The delegation 
will also meet with ministers 
of foreign affairs, transport, 
planning, Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs and will visit Islamic, 
cultural and archaeological 
sites in Jordan. 

Writer Fawakhiri 
passes away 

AMMAN (Petra) — Re-i 
nowned Jordanian writer 
Mustafa Abdul Karim A1 
Fawakhiri passed away on 
Friday at the age of 63, leav- 
ing behind a wealth of writ- 
ings and books covering 
cultural, intellectual and phi- 
losophicai subjects. 
Fawakhiri will be missed as 
leading Arab and Jordanian 
writer. Fawakhiri was a mem- 
ber of the Jordanian Writers 
Association and the Arab 
Writers Federation. He has 
played a leading role in the 
establishment of associations 
and unions in Jordan. 

Egypt ‘to’ confront any ' 
attempt to split Iraq’ 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's 
foreign minister urged the 
United Nations to lift 
crushing sanctions im- 
mediately against Iraq and 
promised Egypt would resist 
: any .attempt to divide the 
country. Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa warned other 
countries not to intervene in 
Iraq’s internal affairs and said 
the fate of Saddam Hussein 
was a matter that should be 
left to the Iraqi people. “We 
... will stand very firmly 
against any plan to divide 
Iraq or redraw its map.” Mr. 
Musa said in comments pub- 
lished Friday in the London- 
based Al Hayat newspaper. 
“Any conspiracy, manoeuvre 
or plan to divide it will be 
faced steadfastly by all of us 
(Arabs), especially Egypt.” 
he said. Mr. Musa said rela- 
tions with Iraq should be 
normalised regardless of who 
is in power and that U.N. 
sanctions must be lifted im- 
mediately because Iraq has 
met U.N. resolutions. 
“Egypt’s objective handling 
of the issue of Iraq has no- 
thing to do with personal 
feelings,” he told the news- 
paper. 

Two Palestinians 
shot in W. Bank 

NABLUS (AFP) — Militants 
of the Fateh faction shot and 
wounded two other Palesti- 
nians in the town of Nablus, 
on the Israeli-occupied West 
. Bank, Palestinian sources 
«^said Friday. Fawaz Zeid. SO, 
and Hashem Al Sarkaji. 34. 
were taken to hospital with 
three bullets each in the legs 
after the shooting on Thurs- 
day night. The Hawks, milit- 
ary wing of Fateh, said it 
carried out the attack be- 
cause they were alleged col- 
laborators with Israeli troops. 

Jordan deports Iraqi 
opposition activist 

AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan 
deported an Iraqi opposition 
activist to Turkey shortly af- 
ter his arrival at Amman air- 
port, informed sources said t 
Thursday. M3shaan Al 
Juburi. a former bodyguard 
of President Saddam Hus- 
sein, who has lived in London 
since defecting after the 1991 
Gulf war, was sent to Turkey 
after arriving here on 
Wednesday, the sources said. 
Thfy gave no reason for the 
action against Mr. Juburi, 
™ho last month presented 
^ himself as a spokesman for 
* former Iraqi Industry Minis- 
ter Hussein Kamel, the presi- 
‘font’s son-in-law who de- 
fected to Jordan in August. 
General Kamel subsequently 
denied that Mr. Juburi was 
his spokesman. 


Knesset passes self-rule deal, 
but snags bit prisoner release 

Rabin secures 61-59 majority; 1,200 detainees 
to be freed soon, but 4 women to remain in jail 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE ISRAELI parliament 
(Knesset) on Friday 
approved the Sept. 28 agree- 
ment between Israel ana the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) to expand 
autonomy to the West Bank, 
but the implementation of 
the accord hit immediate 
snags when the release of 
four Palestinian women from 
jails was blocked. 

An Israeli cabinet minister 
said Israel will release some 
1,200 Palestinian security 
prisoners over the next few 
days in a first move to imple- 
ment the Israel-PLO auton- 
omy agreement. 

But four Palestinian 
women will not be released, 
the government said. 

The PLO condemned the 
decision as a violation of the 
aocord, which was narrowly 
approved in parliament, and 
called for the release of all 28 
Palestinian women held by 
Israel. 

A ministerial committee, 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, said ' 22 
female detainees would be 
released on Sunday and some 
1,100 men on Tuesday, 


Israeli radio said. 

It added that they would 
have to stay in the Palestinian 
self-rule areas, which are to 
be extended on the West 
Bank under the Sept. 28 
accord signed in Washington.. 

The ministerial committee' 
on the prisoners blanked the 
release of two Palestinian 
women from the West Bank 
jailed for their involvement 
in murder. 

Presidem Ezer Weizman 
earlier on. Friday ruled out 
the planned release of 
another two women jailed for 
murder, in cases under his 
jurisdiction rather than tried 
in military courts or the occu- 
pied territories. 

“It’s the prerogative of a 
head of state to grant or' 
refuse a pardon. The govern- 
ment cannot force his hand," . 
said Mr. Rabin's spokes- 
woman Aliza Goren. 

She said the ministerial 
committee also derided “not 
to free at this stage prisoners 
who have in the past killed 
Israeli civilians or soldiers.” 
meaning another two women 
could be kept in jail. 

Under a barrage of Palesti- 
nian criticism, a meeting was 
arranged between Israelf 


Foreign Minister Shimon 
;Peres and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on Saturday in 
Gaza to try to defuse the 
issue. 

Mr. Arafat insisted on all 
28 women being freed, an 
issue which almost derailed 
the tough negotiations in the 
Egyptian resort of Taba last 
month that led to the West 
Bank deal. 

‘To keep even a single 
woman prisoner is in viola- 
tion of the accord and shakes 
the confidence of the Palesti- 
nians,” said Hisham Abdul 
Razzak, a Palestinian official 
in charge of the detainees' 
file. 

The West Bank accord 
states that “all female de- 
tainees and prisoners shall be 
released in the first stage of 
release.” 

Israel's derision to hold 
back several women came 
within hours of parliament I 
approving the accord by a [ 
61-59 vote and followed a 
right-wing rally of more than 
10,000 people on Thursday 
night to denounce the exten- 
sion of self-rule. 

Mr. Weizman ruled out an 
amnesty for Inaam Jabbari, 
24. who was found guilty of 


killing a Jew in Jerusalem and 
jailed for seven years, and 
May Al Ghussein, also 24. 
jailed for life for attacking an 
Israeli and murdering a 
Palestinian. 

After a stormy 15- hour de- 
bate the 120-member Knesset 
voted to ratify the accord 
signed last month in 
Washington, underlining 
strong divisions in Israel and 
growing opposition to Mr. 
Rabin as he gears up for 
elections in November 1996. 

Thousands of right-wing 
Israelis besieged the parlia- 
ment building after a torch-lit 
procession through Jeru- 
salem. Many of the protesters 
chanted “Rabin is a traitor" 
and »ome held up an effigy of 
the prime minister dressed as 
a Nazi stormtrooper. 

"It is a small majority be- 
cause two members of the 
Labour Party betrayed their 
mandate and voted against 
the government,” Mr. Rabin 
told reporters. 

“I deplore it, but since we 
have the majority we'll con- 
tinue with the implementa- 
tion of the agreement... in 
the West Bank.” 

(Continued on page 7) 


Reports conflict over PNA 
claim of deal with Hamas 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The militant group Hamas 
has tentatively agreed to stop 
launching attacks on Israelis 
from Palestinian self-ruled 
areas in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, officials in the- 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) said Friday. 

But a spokesman for 
Hamas in Amman denied the 
report. 

The pledge is part of a 
draft agreement between 
Hamas and PNA President 
Yasser Arafat on the terms of 
the group's future political 
participation, said PLO and 
police officials, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Arafat adviser Nabil Abu 
Irdeineh confirmed that a 
draft has been worked out 
and that it contains the “basis 
for Hamas' co-existence with 
the self-rule government.” 

Mr. Abu Inleineh did not 
discuss details of the draft 
and was evasive when asked 
whether Hamas had prom- 
ised to refrain from violence. 

“This is the closest we have 
come to an agreement,” said 
a Hamas source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 


Mr. Abu Irdeineh said a 
four-member Hamas delega- 
tion has travelled to other 
Arab countries to get the 
draft approved by the Hamas 
leadership abroad. The de- 
legation’s destination was 
Sudan and the group in- 
cluded Ismail Haniyeh and 
Khaled Hindi, two pragmat- 
ists involved in recent nego- 
tiations, Palestinian officials 
said. 

Hamas spokesman in Am- 
man Ibrahim Ghosheh said 
that Hamas would never 
commit itself to renouncing 
any form fo military struggle 
against the Israeli occupation 
which he said was the move- 
ment’s “strategic option.” 

“The meeting in Khartoum 
is one between the Hamas 
leadership and some 
independent-thinking mem- 
bers of the movement who 
are trying to bring us and the 
authority together for a dia- 
logue," Mr. Ghosheh said. 

“What is taking place in 
Khartoum is an internal dia- 
logue among Hamas mem- 
bers and not a dialogue be- 
tween Hamas and the author- 
ity,” he added. 


He said Mr. Hindi and Mr. 
Haniyeh do not represent 
Hamas and are only on a 
mission to try to reopen a 
dialogue between the PNA 
and the Hamas which was 
originally scheduled for June 
upon the invitation of 
Sudan’s Islamic leader Has- 
san Tourabi. 

"They volunteered to be- 
come the go-between be- 
tween us and the authority,” 
Mr. Ghosheh explained. 
“They said they believed that 
the situation has become so 
difficult in the Gaza Strip that 
the movement should consid- 
er taking steps to avoid direct 
confrontation at this time.” 

“They wanted" to see what 
chances there were to limit 
the chances of direct conflict 
(between Hamas and the au- 
thority),” he added. 

“They have now gone to 
Khartoum to meet with 
Hamas leaders and to see 
what we can do.” 

Mr. Ghosheh said that 
Hamas would only be willing 
to consider any type of dia- 
logue with the PNA if the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Fighting rages in Bosnia 
for pre-ceasefire territory 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. MEDIATOR Richard 
Holbrooke spurred Bosnian 
and Serb political leaders on 
Friday to meet their ceasefire 
promises while their armies 
fought for a last round of 
battlefield gains. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) clawed back territory 
in northwest Bosnia but U.N. 
peacekeepers said govern- 
ment forces were defending 
conquests .they made in 
September with Croatian 
artillery support. 

The ceasefire starts on Oct. 
10 if Bosnian Serbs meet 
demands by the Bosnian gov- 
ernment to restore Sarajevo’s 
gas and electricity supplies 
and open roads to the be- 
sieged Muslim enclave of 
Gorazde in eastern Bosnia. 

With land holdings of cru- 
cial importance to all sides, 
fighting conld last right up to 
the deadline. 

Serb media reported the 
BSA recaptured the west 
Bosnian town of Kijuc, one 
of the key gains made by 
allied Bosnian -Croat forces 
during an offensive in 


September. 

U.N. spokeswoman 
Myriam Sochaki said Bosnian 
government 5th Corps troops 
were fighting back to tighten 
their grip on Bosanska Krupa 
which they also took last 
month. 

Significant gains would 
give the Serbs more leverage 
in peace talks due to begin in 
the United States around 
Oct. 25. 

Mt. Holbrooke reported 
on the outcome of bis shuttle 
diplomacy which led to the 
ceasefire agreement at a 
meeting in Rome of the big 
power contact group leading 
international mediation in 
the 3V4- year-old Bosnian 
war. 

He stressed his immediate 
priority was getting the Serbs 
to meet the Bosnian govern- 
ment's conditions. 

“We have to get the 
Gorazde road open. We have 
to get the gas and electricity 
in Sarajevo turned on right 
away and we have to get the 
ceasefire going right away,” 
he told reporters. 

U-N. official William Eag- 
leton said the problems sur- 


rounding the restoration of 
Sarajevo utilities,. cut off by 
the Serbs last April, are 
“more technical than politic- 
al." 

Gas should reach the city 
by Oct. 9 and one of its two 
main incoming electricity 
lines from Serb territory was 
ready for service although no 
current was flowing. 

The U.N. was asking the 
Croat HVO militia to remove 
mines laid around three dam- 
age electricity pylons so that 
it could send engineers to 
carry out repairs which could 
take two days, Mr. Eagleton 
said. 

In Washington, President 
Bill Clinton said the United 
States is obligated to send 
troops to enforce the hoped- 
for peace agreement in Bos- 
nia and vowed to seek the 
support of Congress. 

In a major foreign policy 
speech, Mr. Clinton said only 
NATO can preserve effec- 
tively a fragile peace in Bos- 
nia, "and as NATO’s leader, 
the United States must do its 
part and send in troops to 

(Continued cm page 7) 


Explosion 
injures 13 
in Paris 


PARIS (Agencies) — A gas 
canister loaded with nuts and 
bolts exploded in a garbage 
can in southern Paris on Fri- 
day. injuring 13 people, offi- 
cials said, as France faced a 
wave of terrorist bombings. 

Two of the injured were 
listed in serious condition, 
police and fire officials said. 
Casualties could have been 
worse if a mailman had not 
spotted a suspicious bag and 
alerted police, who cordoned 
off the area. 

Several cars were also 
damaged in the blast, which 
occurred at about 4 p.m. 
(1500 GMT) on the Avenue 
d'ltalie. a main artery in 
southeastern Paris near the 
Place d'ltalie. bordering Par- 
is’s Chinatown. 

"The explosion was very 
strong and the police came 
very quickly.” said Roger 
Checleir, owner of a shoe 
store about 50 metres from 
the blast site. 

A crowd of about 500 peo- 
ple gathered around red-and- 
white police tape that block- 
ed off the bombing site on the 
tree-lined boulevard, where 
banners advertised a fall fes- 
tival. About a dozen police 
and rescue vehicles filled the 
street. 

• It was the seventh bombing 
or attempted bombing since 
July 25. when a gas canister 
similar to the one on Friday 
exploded in a regional sub- 
way in the heart of Paris, 
killing seven people. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility. But 
officials have linked the 
bombings to Algerian Mus- 
lim militants targetting 
France for its financial sup- 
port of Algeria's military- 
installed government (see 
page 12). 

French media noted the 
blast occurred across from a 
subway stop. Maison Blan- 
che. the same name as the 
bus stop where France's no. I 
suspect in the string of bomb- 
ings was killed by police in a 
gunfight one week ago. 

The blast also occurred the 
same day family and friends 
buried the suspect. Khaled 
Kelkal. a 24-year-old Alge- 
rian. in a Lyon suburb. 

Kelkal’s death has angered 
many who contend police 
gunned him down only be- 
cause he was Muslim, and 
rioting left more than 100 
cars destroyed in poor, main- 
ly immigrant suburbs in the 
Lyon area. 

As 200 mourners followed 

(Continued mi page 7) 



UNSAVOURY END: A French mercenary bids farewell to a rebel Comorian soldier 
outside a military base in the capital Moroni, hours before turning themselves in to 
French special forces, which stormed the eastern African archipelago — 
Wednesday to end a coup d'4tat led by French veteran mercenary Bob Denard 
story on page 5 and more photos on page 12) 
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Egypt, Libya to discuss 
expulsion of Palestinians 


SALLOUM (Agencies) ^ — 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa went to Tripoli on 
Friday to meet Colonel 
Moarrimar Qadhafi in a bid to 
solve the crisis of Libya's 
mass expulsion of Palesti- 
nians. a border official here 
said. 

The trip by Mr. Musa a 
followed appeals by the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) for a stronger 
Arab position to stop the 
Libyan leader's campaign 
and increased calls by Libya 
for Egypt to open its borders 
to Palestinians to “return to 
Palestine." 

An official at the Egyptian 
border post of SaJloum told 
AFP Mr. Musa crossed into 
Libya on Friday heading for 
Tobruk, from where he 
would fly on to Tripoli to 
meet Colonel Qadhafi. 

Mr. Musa announced on 
Thursday that Egypt would 
send an envoy to Libya "to 
examine the current situation 
on the Egyprian-Libyan bor- 
der and other topics.” but did 
not name the official. 

The Foreign Ministry was 
unable to confirm that Mr. 


Musa had left for Libya. 

Reuter reported that the 
Egyptian envoy was Informa- 
tion Minister Safwat Al Shar- 
if. 

Mr. Sherif crossed the bor- 
der at Salloum en route to 
Tripoli where he will hold 
talks with Col. Qadhafi. Reu- 
ters said. 

Some 900 Palestinians have 
been trapped in a tent camp 
in no man's land between the 
two countries since being 
thrown out of Libya and then 
refused entry by Egypt. 

Col. Qadhafi has launched 
a campaign to expel the 
30,000 Palestinians living in 
his country in a bid to swamp 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip with returnees and show 
the “failure" of Israeli-PLO 
accords to create a viable 
homeland there. 

“We have asked" Libya to 
stop the expulsions,” Mr. 
Musa told the Arab daily Al 
Hayat on Friday. “And of 
course our efforts are con- 
tinuing." 

“But it seems there are 
other considerations, namely 
the idea that it is now time for 
them (the Palestinians) to re- 


turn to their land. So we're 
dealing with that now as a 
humanitarian matter. We 
hope this matter will end 
soon,” he said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak met briefly with 
PLO head Yasser Arafat in 
Cairo on Thursday to discuss 
the Libyan expulsions. 

The Palestinian repre- 
sentative to the Arab League 
in Cairo, Mohammad Sub- 
eih, told AFP the PLO 
sought a “stronger Arab posi- 
tion" against the Libyan cam- 
paign. 

"We would like Arab in- 
tervention and intensified 
contacts with the Libyans.” 
Mr. Sobeih said. -adding that 
Mr. Mubarak had called Col. 
Qadhafi and that Mr. Arafat 
had also asked Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh to 
mediate directly with Libya. 

Mr. Subeih said Mr. Arafat 
did not discuss with Mr. 
Mubarak opening Egypt's 
border with Libya to allow 
the trapped Palestinians to 
enter. 

“This problem started in 
(Continued on page 7) 


Syria maintains 
hard line in talks 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria marked the anniversary 
of its 1973 war with Israel on 
Friday by saying the struggle 
with the Jewish state was still 
on. 

Hikmat Al Shihabi. chief- 
of-staff of the Syrian army 
and a negotiator in peace 
talks with Israel, told the 
official newspaper Tishreen 
the conflict would remain as 
long as Israel did not fully 
withdraw from the Golan 
Heights and South Lebanon. 

He also condemned 
Israel's peace deal with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Jordan 
and said there was “no war 
without Syria and no peace 
without Syria." 

“The struggle between 
Arabs and Israel has not en- 
ded yet and will not end 
because the struggle does not 
end until ail its causes are 
eliminated, that happens by 
full pullback.” General Shi- 
habi said. 

Syria's Foreign Minister 
Far’ouk Al Sharaa met 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in Washington 
on Thursday in the first high- 
level meeting between Syria 
and the United Slates since 
Israel and the PLO signed 
peace last week. 

Bur hopes expressed by 
U.S. officials that the latest 
accord would *spur more 
progress in stalled Israeli- 
Syrian talks have been dam- 
pened by Damascus insisting 
that nothing has changed, 
and Syria still requires full 


withdrawal from the Golan. 

Gen. Shihabi accused 
Israel of breaking agreed 
principles and said Syria was 
not ready to yield to press- 
ure. 

“If Israel continues to 
avoid previously agreed upon 
commitments... that means 
that Syria will reject all 
Israeli blackmailing demands 
which contradict our pan- 
Arab security.” Gen. Shihabi 
said. 

“We believe if a just peace 
prevails, it will continue and 
it will not be shaken by poli- 
tical tornados or economic 
earthquakes because it was 
built on just bases,” Gen. 
Shihabi added. 

Syria on Friday officially 
marked the start of the 1973 
Middle East war. which 
pitched Syria and Egypt 
against Israel. 

Gen. Shihabi and Israeli 
military chiefs have met twice 
in Washington but failed to 
find a compromise. Security 
problems have undermined 
political negotiations. 

Justifying Syria's continued 
emphasis on its military, even 
though the prospects of war 
with Israel have diminished 
Gen. Shihabi said: “Any 
military battle needs military 
might and any negotiations 
need political strength. No 
political strength can be 
achieved without a military 
might to protect it.” 

He said that despite the 
stalemate in negotiations, 

(Continued on page 7) 


Aum’s 
spokesman 
is detained 

TOKYO (AP) — Shots iden- 
tified as blanks were fired 
from a pistol Friday outside 
the Tokyo headquarters of 
the doomsday cult whose 
leaders have been arrested in 
nerve gassings and a string of 
other murders and crimes. 

A man who appeared to be 
in his mid-20s was sur- 
rounded by police, surren- 
dered without a struggle and 
was whisked away - in an 
armoured van. 

Dozens of police and 
hordes of reporters and spec- 
tators were gathered outside 
the roped off headquarters 
awaiting the arrest of the 
highest Aum Shinri Kyo cult 
official not yet in jail for a 
string of lethal nerve gas 
attacks, other murders and 
kidnappings. 

Four months ago. a man 
described as the cult's num- 
ber two official was stabbed 
to death outside the head- 
quarters by a 30-year-old un- 
employed man who has since 
told a court he was ordered 
commit the murder by a 
mobster. 

Friday, the unidentified 
man pointed a .3S-caliber pis- 
tol towards the upper part of 
the cult headquarters and 
squeezed off- what the Kyodo 
News Service said were five 
blanks. 

Just two hours after the 
shots rang out. police Satur- 
day arrested cull spokesman 
Fumihiro Joyu. who has be- 

( Continued on page 7) 
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Mestiri says battling 
Afghans to meet for 
peace in two weeks 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
The United Nations special 
envoy on Afghanistan said 
Thursday that Afghanistan's 
warring factions would meet 
in two weeks to try to find a' 
peaceful end to 30 months of 
fierce feuding. 

That surprise announce- 
ment came amid powerful 
threats of more fighting in the 
Afghan capital from well- 
armed opposition Taliban 
fighters demanding the res- 
ignation of President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani and his milit- 
ary chief, Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

“The best would be to have 
some kind of ceasefire and 
have them talk to each' 
other," Mahmoud Mestiri 
told the Associated Press in 
an interview in the Pakistani 
capital. “They are ready to 
meet.” 

When asked he said the 
meeting would take place in 
two weeks. 

For nearly three weeks Mr. 
Mestiri has been crisscrossing 
Afghanistan meeting the 
main combatants in a fero- 
cious civil war that has left 
more than 25,000 people 
dead since April 1992 when 
insurgents threw out the com- 
munists from Kabul. 

Much of the fighting has 
been concentrated in the 
Afghan capital. It has turned 
entire neighbourhoods to 
nibble, made refugees of at 
least 750,000 people and in- 
ternal refugees of hundreds 
of thousands more. 

The U.N. has been strug- 
gling since 1992 to broker a 
lasting peace. A former fore- 
ign minister of Tunisia, Mr. 
Mestiri. appointed about one 
year ago, is the most recent 
envoy to make the attempt. 

In March he almost had an 
.agreement which called for 
Mr. Rabbani to step down 
and turn power over to a 
broad-based council. 

But the opposition Taliban 
religious fighters refused to 
participate. 


They are still refusing, said 
Mr. Mestiri but not as stre- 
nuously. Now the Talibans — 
students turned guerrilla 
fighters — are willing to talk 
to several other factions, but 
not to Mr. Rabbani. . 

Eyewtinesses say 
■ thousands of Taliban fighters 
are amassing outside the 
Afghan capital for a final 
showdown with Mr. Rabba- 
ni. whose forces control the 
entire city. 

When the first U.N. peace 
efforts crumbled last March a 
bitter fight between the Tali- 
bans and Mr. Rabbani's 
troops left hundreds of peo- 
ple dead but government 
troops easily held the city. 

But Taliban fighters 
emboldened by their recent 
successes against government 
troops in western Afghanis- 
tan are threatening to attack 
Kabul. 

Last month they overran 
the strategic western city of 
Herat and a critical air force 
base nearby without a con- 
test. 

But Mr. Mestiri says Mr. 
Rabbani's forces are strong in 
Kabul and it's unlikely the 
Talibans could win a military 
contest for the Afghan capit- 
al. 

“For the first time they 
have to calculate military 
strength... If they are well- 
advised they will know they 
cannot win by a full war," he 
said. 

Afghanistan is divided be- 
tween Mr. Rabbani's forces 
in Kabul and parts of the 
north and the Talibans who 
control about a third of the 
country, mostly in the south 
and west. The remainder of 
the country is divided among 
regional commanders and a 
former communist general, 
Rashid Dostum. 

“Right now no one is a full- 
loser and no one is a full 
winner,’’ said Mr. Mestiri. 

“That is some kind of ba- 
lance,” he said. “You can 
impose peace when you have 
a balance in which everyone 


Hollywood producer to 
shoot Beirut rebuilding 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The Brit- 
ish producer of a string of 
Oscar-winning Hollywood 
productions John Dali said 
Thursday he was planning a 
film in Beirut to capture the 
spirit of post-wasr reconstruc- 
tion and reflect on the dvfl 
war. 

“I would like to capture 
the madness that took place 
here. To do something which 
will reflect on the Lebanese 
war without focusing on the 
war itself," Mr. Dali told 
AFP at the end of a brief visit 
to Beirut. 

Mr. Dali, whose company 
produced such Hollywood 
films as Oliver Stone's Pla- 
toon, Bernardo Bertolucci's 
the Last Emperor, Salvador 
and the Terminator, com- 
pared Beirut to post-war Ber- 
lin. “The destruction here is 
very dramatic. Parts of the 
city have been blitzed but life 
is continuing in a sort of 
normal way, things are func- 
tioning. There is a very posi- 
tive attitude here now,” he 
said. 

“There is a unique oppor- 
tunity to capture that spirit 
and the city itself because in 
five year's time it will be 
completely rebuilt," he said 
in reference to multi-billion 
dollar projects to erase the 
scars of the 1975-1990 rivil 


war. 

Mr. Dali has no fixed idea 
yet of the film's outline but 
said it will seek to portray 
someone witnessing the re- 
construction drive while hav- 
ing flashbacks of the devas- 
tating conflict “like someone 
coining out of a dream into a 
nightmare.” 

He said he would like to 
use a local actress to play a 
young girl and a foreign actor 
to play the central figure, her 
father, adding that Ben 
Kingsley could fit well into 
that role. 

But he promised that the 
film, which be expects to start 
shooting in Mari* or April, 
“will not be bleak.” 

“There will be a humerous 
side to it,” Mr. Dali said. 

Films produced by Mr. 
Dali's Hemdale production 
company on its own or in 
association with others have 
won 13 Oscars and 21 
nominations, including two 
for best film. 

In 1970, Mr. Dali produced 
a film in Beirut called Embas- 
sy, which told the story of a 
Russian who defected to the 
U.S. embassy. It was filmed 
at the height of Lebanon’s 
“golden age” when Beirut, 
was reputed to be the haunt 
of. Arab and international 


can win or everyone can 
lose.” 

In Kabul, a senior United 
Nations official told Afghans 
peace would encourage the 
flow of international aid, 
while the government forces 
and Taliban fighters traded 
artillery fire south of Kabul. 

“Donor fatigue is more 
likely to prevail if donors 
cannot see a*light at the end 
of the tunnel," Peter Hansen, 
U.N. under-secretary for 
humanitarian affairs, said at a 
news conference. 

A peaceful solution to the 
16-year Afghan conflict 
would “greatly assist" the 
U.N. in raising funds for 
Afghanistan, said Mr. Han- 
sen, who is to launch the 
1995-96 U.N. aid appeal for 
the strife-torn country in 
Geneva on Monday. 

An exchange of artillery 
fire was reported on the 
frontlines some 40 kilometres 
from Kabul between pro- 
Rabbani troops and the Tali- 
bans. 

It followed infantry dashes 
Wednesday for control of an 
important nearby copper 
mine which a pro-Rabbani 
frontline commander Gul 
Haider said was “still firmly 
in our hands." 

In Charasyab village, some 
25 kilometres south of Kabul. 
Mr. Haider was seen with 
troops of a newly-created 
mobile strike force. 

The new 600-man force 
was beefed up with Russian 
T-62 tanks, BMP armoured 
fighting vehicles and truck- 
mounted 23mm anti-aircraft 
cannon. 

Diplomatic sources in 
Kabul said Mr. Hansen will 
be appealing Monday for 
more than $120 million. Last 
year's appeal for S106 million 
was Only 70 per cent realised. 

“Today there are many 
crises in the world and it is 
not easy to raise the full 
amount for Afghanistan." 
the U.N. offidal said, before 
leaving for Islamabad. 


Cyprus 
lawyer sues 
Britain 
and Turkey 

NICOSIA (AFP) — A Cyp- 
riot lawyer is suing the British 
and Turkish governments for 
250 ,000 Cypriot pounds 
($500,000) in lost revenue 
since the 1974 Turkish inva- 
sion, a newspaper reported 
on Thursday. 

John Erotocritou told the 
Cyprus Mail that he was bas- 
ing his case on the treaty of 
guarantee signed by Britain, 
Turkey and Greece in 1960 to 
protect the newly- 
mdependent Cyprus repub- 
lic. 

He said his family had to 
abandon their business 
empire in the town of Mor- 
phou, inducting four cine- 
mas, a restaurant, 20 shops, a 
factory and an orange grove, 
when Turkish troops invaded 
and occupied the northern 
third of the island in 1974. 

Mr. Erotociitou’s property 
is now in the breakaway 
Turkish-Cypriot north of the 

“I'm asking for an order of 
the court restraining any per- 
son using my property in the 
occupied area, and I am 
asking for damages and lost 
profits from the day of the 
invasion until I am given my 
property bade,” be said. 



RIGHT-WING PROTEST: Thousands of right-wingers stage a protest in 
occupied Jerusalem Thursday night against the Sept. 28 agreement signed 
between the Israeli government and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
to expand Palestinian autonomy to the occupied West Bank (see page one) 
(AFP photo) 


Chirac urges battle against 
‘religious fundamentalism’ 


TUNIS (R) — President Jac- 
ques Chirac, challenged by 
bombings at home blamed on 
Muslim militants, on Friday 
urged Tunisia to join France 
in the fight against the “reli- 
gious fundamentalism" in the 
world. 

Mr. Chirac said at the end 
of a two-day visit to Tunisia 
th3t he had agreed in talks 
with Tunisian President Zine 
Al Abidine Ben Ali on “the 
necessity of preventing the 
rise of religious fundamental- 
ism in the world." 

“We will together have to 
fight the forces of regression 
and all those who want to 
"Oppose bringing closer the 
two Mediterranean shores in 
a common modernity." he 
added. 

"Let's make tolerance 
triumph over sectarianism, the 
spirit of openness over the 
forces of hatred and con- 
frontation." he said in a 
speech to the Tunisian parlia-. 
ment. .... I . 

Tunisia crushed its own 
fundamentalist movement in 
1992 but has been concerned 
by violence in neighbouring 
Algeria. Algerians have also 
been blamed by authorities 
and courts in France and 
Belgium for violence in their 
countries. 

Violence had spread to 
France where seven people 
have been killed and more 
than 130 wounded since July 
in bomb blasts attributed by 


police to Muslim militants. 

Mr. Ben Ali. in his speech 
at a banquet in Mr. Chirac's 
honour on Thursday night, 
stressed his country's com- 
mitment to security and sta- 
bility in the region." through 
the fight against the danger of 
extremism and terrorism, and 
(through) development in the 
whole Mediterranean re- 
gion." 

In his response, Mr. Chirac 
pledged aid worth one billion 
francs ($201.1 million) for 
1995 to help the former 
French colony to adapt its 
economy to international 
markets and overcome the 
effects of two years of 
drought. 

Before the parliament on 
Friday. Mr. Chirac praised 
what he called "Tunisia's 
miracle" in economic de- 
velopment. 

. “France will be_. on your 
side to aid and support your 
efforts — and back up your 
courageous reforms, particu- 
larly in the financial markets, 
privatisation and tourism.” 
he said. 

Mr. Chirac was to visit 
Kairouan’s famous mosque 
later on Friday in what 
French officials said was a 
gesture aimed at saluting 
Tunisia's “tolerant Islam." 

He was due to meet Mr. 
Ben Ali again for talks late 
on Friday before returning 
home. 


Iranians 

develop 

Islamic 

computer 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran is 
adding a new weapon to its 
arsenal in the fight against 
Western influence: Islamic 
video games. 

State-run Tehran Televi- 
sion said Thursday “the first 
computer game embracing 
Islamic moral values and be- 
lief is being developed at an 
Iranian research centre." 

It quoted the head of the 
centre, identified only as Mr. 
Sho’ai, as saying the games 
would be mass produced. But 
the report gave no details 
about the games themselves. 

Iran’s clerical government 
has been trying to reconcile 
the puritanical values of the 
1979 Islamic revolution with 
modem technology. 1 ' •*■••• 

Already, the Iranians have 
developed a number of com- 
puter programmes for the 
Koran. One programme can 
search through verses in the 
text for specific words or 
subjects. 

In the city of Qom, seat of 
Iran’s religious scholarship, 
students are taught computer 
classes and use computer 
programmes for religious re- 
search. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Greek Cypriot election set for May 1998 

NICOSIA (AP) — Greek Cypriots win g0 to the polls on 
May 26 next year to elect a new parliament. House Speaker 
Alexis Galano said Thursday. The last general election, 
held in 1991, did not produce a single winner with an 
overall majority in the 56-seat house. Turkey fended and 
occupied the northern third of Cyprus in 19/4 following a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia masterminded by a junta then 
ruling in Athens and aimed at uniting the island with 
Greece A self-styled republic of northern Cyprus was 
declared in 19S3 in the Turkish-occupied areas. Only 
Ankara recognises it. 

Iraq launches giant water supply project to south 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq has begun work again on an 
abandoned canal to take fresh water from the Euphrates 
river to the southern province of Basra at a cost of $?.? 
million, the press reported here Thursday. Work stopped 
on the 231-kilometre canal after the United Nations 
imposed oil and trade sanctions on Iraq following its 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The cost of completing 
the canal and renovating the supply network to 1.1 mi ion 
inhabitants in Basra will be 11 billion dinars ($5.5 million 
on the black market). Construction Minister Mahmud 
Dhiab AI Ahmad told the press. Iraq's drinking water 
supplies have fallen by around 40 per cent since the 1991 
Gutf war, the U.N.'s deputy coordinator in Iraq. V iktor 
Wahrloos, said earlier this year. More than half the water 
samples taken in the city of Basra are contaminated, Mr 
Wahrloos said. The city’s infrastructure was badly damaged 
in the 1980-1988 war with Iran. 

Police find 460 kilos of hashish in Lebanese cave 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese police have seized 460 
kilogrammes of hashish hidden in a cave in a mountain 
village, the official news agency ANI said Thursday. The 
drugs, worth $150,000, were to have been exported, the 
agency said. Police, helped by Syrian intelligence agents, 
discovered the haul packed in cloth bags in a cave in the 
village of Rumiyeh in the north Lebanese mountains. A 
man was arrested and investigations were continuing. ANI 
said. Drugs seizures have increased in Lebanon since its 
cannabis and poppy fields in the Syrian-controlled east and 
north were destroyed after the 1975-1990 civil war. 

No ‘secret Argentine-1 ran contacts' 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — The Argentine government 
denied Thursday having made secret contacts with Iran in 
an attempt to avoid further anti-Semitic attacks, such as the 
deadly 1994 attack in a Jewish charity centre here. 
Government sources cited by leading press outlets have 
indicated that Buenos Aires had agreed to tone down 
accusations against Islamic fundamentalism in exchange for 
not being a target of attacks. Eduardo Bauza, head of the 
cabinet, said the government did not have such contacts, 
telling reporters officials had “at all times shown its 
intention to get to the bottom of the attack" against the 
Argentine Jewish Mutual Association, which killed S6 
people and wounded scores more. Argentina has recently 
launched a new effort to find those responsible for the 
attack. Police have arrested two men and a woman who 
were not identified but are presumed to be linked to Carlos 
Alberto Telleldin, the only suspect currently in custody. 

Iraq warns of pollution from sunken ships 

UM QASR (R) — Iraq has warned of serious pollution 
unless the United Nations helps, it salvage three tankers 
loaded with oil that were sunk in the Gulf during the 1991 
war over Kuwait. “We wish very sincerely that the 
agreements will be granted to salvage all the- three tankers 
to save the area and the people (from) the environmental 
pollution." Abbass Jadi. manager of port of Ura Oasr. told 
Reuters. The tankes were sunk in Iraqi and international 
waters near the Iraqi port of Urn Qasr. 110 kilometres 
south of the city Basra, by the U.S. -led forces that liberated 
Kuwait. Mr. Jadi warned if the three tankers — the 
Einzala. Rumeila and Ammouriya — broke up: “They will 
destroy the coast nearby, the harbour nearby and the sea 
life." 


Moderates, hardliners jockey for power in Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP). — Islamic 
moderates and conservatives 
are locked in a struggle for 
power six mouths before leg- 
islative elections which could 
also determine the next presi- 
dent and the future course of 
Iran. 

President Ali Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, an Isla- 
mic moderate, entered the 
fray this week warning Isla- 
mic conservatives, who bold 
the majority in the present 
assembly, to stop using their 
influence to try to determine 
the outcome of the vote. 

“I send a dear notice to all 
ministers not to , allow them- 
selves to be influenced by 
pressure groups,” Mr. Raf- 
sanjani said. “Any transfers 
made for political or electoral 
reasons are sinful.” 

His wanting was directed 
at Interior Minister Ali 


Mohammad Besharati, a con- 
servative who has ordered a 
string of transfers among the 
coyntry's governors and 
mayors in the past months. 

The conservative lobby has 
pressed for changes in local 
administration posts through- 
out the country in a bid to 
ensure the success of its own 
candidates. 

The moderate daily Iran 
News implidtly has criticised 
Mr. Besharati urging "vigi- 
lance to prevent any man- 
ipulation” of the polls. 

The rivalry mainly centres 
around the role of foe dergy 
in running the day-to-day 
affairs and determining eco- 
nomic and foreign pofides. 

The moderates favour a 
relaxation of tough Islamic 
laws, in place since foe 1979 
Islamic revolution, and a 
more positive attitude to- 


wards Western countries. 

But conservatives insist on 
loyalty to fundamental Isla- 
mic principles on foe domes- 
tic front and oppose influ- 
ences from Western culture. 

Two leading conservative 
members of parliament, 
Mohammad-Reza Bahonar 
and Morteza Nabavi', has 
warned against efforts by 
moderates to tip foe balance 
in their favour in the next 
assembly, the fifth since the 
revolution. 

“There is an attempt by 
those who favour relations 
with the United States, 
separation of state from reli- 
gion and legalising satellites 
to occupy the next parlia- 
ment,” Mr. Bahonar told the 
conservative Resalat daily re- 
cently. 

Despite opposition from 
foe moderates, parliament 


banned satellite dishes in Iran 
earlier this year, arguing that 
foreign broadcasts could cor- 
rupt foe young. 

The. conservatives daim to 
be unquestioning followers of 
AyatpUah Ali Khamenei and 
support Parliamentary 
Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
.Nuri, a main political rival of 
Mr. Rafsanjani. 

Mr. Nateq Nuri has urged 
foe “hizbollahi," or Islamic 
militants, to assert them- 
selves in the next election in 
of face a victory by “indiffe- 
rent people.” 

The speaker, who has 
made no secret of his ambi- 
tion to run for president in 
1997, said earlier the legisla- 
tive elections “will also deter- 
mine the next president." 

Despite allying themselves 
with Mr. Rafsanjani to root 
out Islamic left-wingers in the 


1992 parliamentary elections, 
the conservatives turned 
against foe president after his 
programme of economic 
liberalisation went awry and 
they thought be bad gone too 
far in opening up the sodety. 

They have successfully 
pressed for a reversal of Mr. 
Rafsanjani’s market-reform 
programme in foe interest of 
“sodal justice." 

In foe absence of legal poli- 
tical parties, Islamic left-wing 
radicals and liberals have re- 
peatedly denounced a recent 
dedsion by parliament to 
grant overwhelming power to 
the Council of the Guardians 
to oversee foe elections. 

The coundl, controlled by 
foe conservative clergy, could 
now control foe entire polling 
process and thoroughly 
screen and reject any candi- 
dates deemed unsuitable. 
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Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Back to the Future 

14 JO ... Hurry and the Henderson* 

15:00 Blue Heelers 

15:45 Only in Hollywood 

16:10 I Love Lucy 

16 JO Tarain 

17:00 

Children'* Programme — Lcs 
Monde* Engloutss 

18:00 

Documentary — Lc Loire Au Fil 
Dcs Homme* 

18:00 

Drama Series — Operation Open 
I Et 2 

IMO Lc Journal 

19:15 Magazine — Faut Pas Rcvcr 

19:30 News Headlines 

19J5 Major Dad 

3fc00 Firci Rights 

20J5 The Bold And The Beautiful 
21:10 

Star Trcck — The Next Genera- 
tion 

ZfcOO News in English 

22:25 Voices Within 

23i50 The Tin Flute 
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04:12 Fair 

05:29 (Sunrise) Doha 

11^24 Dhuhr 

14:44 Asr 

17:19 ■ ■ Maghreb 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfkfa. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tci. 
637440, 

De la Salle Church Tel. 66I7S7 
Terrasaneta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Church Tel. 682826. 
Armenian CatboBc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim CM Td. 771751. 
Amman International Ctmrefa Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

Orman-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazaraw Tel. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 
Tel. 81 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Moderate wemher conditions arc 
expected to prevail during (he day 
becoming cool al night with winds 
northeasterly to easterly moderate. 
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In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas taint. 
Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 15/28 

Aqaba 20 / 34 

Deserts 13/31 

Jordan Valley 21/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 29. Aqaba 33 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent. 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 


USEFUL 

telephone 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Rama Mzawi 894788 

Dr. Khalil Abu Murjoub ... 779797 
Dr. Awni Al Hawumdch ... 832350 

Dr. Khalil AlTusIuq X947KX 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy' 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

iRBUh 

Dr. Ali Al Shoqairi 246140 

Alquds pharmacy ( — ) 


ZARQA; 

Dr. Samir Al Lawzi 989601 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 8434U2 

Traffic Police 896390 

PaHic Security Department ttfUM 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaint* 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints K97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints .’. 7871 1 1 

, Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls imC3» 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaid 613101 

Ahdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 ] \ 

Walcr Authority 6HUIOO 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
_. . „ 815615 

Electric Power 

Company 6.36381 

KJ Flight Information ... 08-53218) 
Ouccn Alb Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malbas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Ahdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abduli 6*4164/6 

Italian. AFMuhujrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashraflch 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Marks 89161 1/15 

Ouccn Alb Hospital .... 6U224U/5D 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital [119)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

Ihn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikou Modem Hospilol (09)9909911 

IRBiD: 

Princess Baamu Hospital ...... (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (EC72Z75 
Ibn AlNofecs Hospital (10)247101) 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

The information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternationa} Airport Tel. (UH)5320O- 
5. where it should always he rai- 
ned. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

04:45 Jakarta. Singapore ( RJ) 

97.-00 Damascus (RJ) 

0WS New Delhi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

09JQ Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

09J5 Beirut (RJ) 

HkOO Colombo (RJ) 

14:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

IfcOS Cairo (RJ) 

18:15 London. Bcrlin(RJ) 

19:40 Vienna (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


04:28 Vienna (OS) 

10:10 Damascus (A Z) 

!2»40 ......... Sharfqah. Dnhn (GF) 


16:10 

18:15 

I9J5 

20:10 

20:40 

21:20 

23:25 


Romc(AZ) 

Dubai (EK) 

Cuiro (MS) 

Beirut (ME) 

Paris. Damascus ( AF) 

Lamuca (CY) 

Amsterdam (KLl 


23 JO.... London. Damascus (BA) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

•5s40 Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

11:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

,2:00 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

I** 0 Paris (RJ) 

Cairn (RJ) 

12:15 ... Brussels. Amsterdam (RJ) 

20:05 Lamacu(RJ) 

29=1° Riyadh. Dhahran(RJ) 

20:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2,520 Abu Dhahi. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

07:45 Beirut (ME) 

if IS Rome (AZ) 

13:10 Vienna (OSl 

13J0 Bahrain. Shariquh (GF) 

Dubai (EK) 

20:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:20 Lamuca (CY) 


23:50 Damascus. Paris ( AF) 

00:25 Amsterdam (KL) 

®°--50 London (BA) 

huaz railway train 

A nnum ... 8:1X1 a.m. c\cry Mondav 
Arr. Damascus 5:1X1 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 7:3Uu.in. every Sumky 
Arr. Amman .... 5:(Nip.ni every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

UppcpTowcr price in Zifa per kg. 

£PPk 71XF5WI 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) 62H 

Cabbage 200/ 15<l 

Carrot 4ZtOX) 

Cauliflower 31X1/20(1 

Cucumbers (large) ” Vm / Too 

Cucumbers (small) 3WI / 2181 

Eggplant 250/160 

Gv'k 7(81/51X1 

Sttpe* 70U/5UI 

F uava 60U'50ll 

Lemon 250/2tH) 

Marrow (large) ! jtXV !«0 

Marrow (smull) * 3441 240 

Mulukhia 2»i , T50 

901) ! 750 

Gninn(dry) 24(1/ 180 

Pepper (hot) 240 / iso 

^PPer (sweet) 2U0/I5V 

Pomegranate 371827(1 

E 015 **® .W Too 

•p* 0 ** Junoni 

btnng Beans 850 > 650 

Tnmalrt 1 10/61) 
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Bundestag team concludes visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Vice- 
President of the Federal 
German Parliament (Bun- 
destag) Hans Klein and an 
accompanying parliamen- 
tary delegation concluded a 
five-day visit to Jordan Fri- 
day saying his government 
will do all it can to help Jor- 
dan and the peace process. 

On Thursday the visiting 
team called on Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sa’ad Hayel Stour to 
express Germany's full sup- 
port for the Kingdom's 
peace efforts. 

Also, at a press confer- 
ence Thursday, Mr. Klein 
voiced Bonn's appreciation 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's endeavours to 
achieve a comprehensive 
and durable peace in the 
region and he reiterated his 
country's determination to 
extend assistance to the 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Klein's visit covered 
three main areas of discus- 
sion: the peace process. 



Hans Klein 


bilateral relations, includ- 
ing Bonn's economic assis- 
tance to Jordan, and the 
Kingdom's regional multi- 
lateral relations. 

The German delegation 
was also received by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent 
Mr. Klein remarked that 
Jordan, with its meagre 
resources, had been able to 
achieve a great deal in its 


democratic process, which 
he described as impressive. 

With that in mind, he 
said, there was an urgent 
need for European coun- 
tries to back development 
programmes in the Middle 
Eastern states. 

Mr. Klein’s visit falls in 
line with a series of visits to 
Jordan by several high- 
ranking German officials. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
visited Jordan for two days 
in June, and was followed 
by German Minister of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development, Carl-Dieter 
Spranger who spent fou 
days her in August 

The President of the Fed- 
eral German Parliament, 
Rita Sussmuth is scheduled 
to attend the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit which 
begins in Amm an on Ocl 
29. 


List of fugitives suspected of hiding 
in U.S. to be announced — minister 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tones 


AMMAN — Justice Minis- 
ter Hisham Tal Friday said 
Jordan will soon receive a 
list of persons wanted by 
the Jordanian authorities in 
connection with various 
crimes and suspected of 
being in the U.S. to be 
extradited to Jordan. 

Mr. Tal told the Jordan 
Times that authorities here 
have asked their U.S coun- 
terparts to inquire about all 
such Jordanians and to pro- 
vide them with information 
on these fugitives. 

Mr. Tal said that the 
names of these fugitives 
and the charges against 
them will be announced. 


after the list has been 
received. 

In December 1994, Jor- 
danian and U.S. officials 
drew up a draft memoran- 
dum of understanding on 
extradition of criminals 
between the two countries. 

The ministry's council 
approved the draft in June. 

Me Tal said the treaty 
was signed between the 
countries following the U.S 
government's request for 
die extradition of Moham- 
mad Ismael Abequa, a Jor- 
danian-American,who was 
sentenced in Jordan to 15 
years in prison for the mur- 
der of his wife in the U.S. 

The justice minister, how- 
ever, said that the recent 
Jordanian . request for .the 


list of fugitives is not relat- 
ed to the U.S. request for 
extradition of Iyad Nejem, 
a Jordanian citizen charged 
as an accessory to the 1993 
World Trade Centre bomb- 
ing which killed six people 
and caused $500 million 
worth of damages. 

Ml Nejem, 24, who was 
extradited from Jordan to 
the U.S. on August 3, is 
accused of driving the vehi- 
cle that transported the ■* 
bomb into the World Trade 
Centre budding. 

He is expected to stand 
trial next year with Ramzi 
Yousef, the alleged master- 
mind of "the World Trade 
Centre bombing.- . . 


Lawzi Heads delegation to 
IPU meetings in Bucharest 


AMMAN (Petra) — Speak- 
er of the Upper House of 
Parliament Ahmad Lawzi 
Friday left at the bead of a 
parliamentary delegation 
for Bucharest to take pan in 
the International Parlia- 
mentary Union's (IPU) 94th 
session, which will be held 
there from OcL 7 to Ocl 
15. 

In a departure statement, 
Mr. Lawzi said the delega- 
tion will coordinate with 
other Arab parliamentary 
delegations on all issues of 
common concern. 

The Senate speaker said 
the IPlTs session will be 
preceded by Arab meetings 
to discuss various regional 
and international issues of 
common interest 

Mr Lawzi added that the 
IPU will discuss issues of 
interest to all peoples, 



Ahmad Lawzi 


including h uman rights and 
development-related issues 


for Africa. 

Arab parliaments have 
called on the IPU to include 
on their agenda items about 
the role of parliamentarians 
in supporting the imple- 
mentation of the United 
Nations Security Council 
and General Assembly res- 
olutions on the status of the 
holy city of Jerusalem, he 
said. 

The delegation includes 
Taber Hikmat, Abdullah 
Ensour, Ahmad Kofabi, 
Ham mad Abu Jamous, in 
addition to the Parliament's 
Secretary General Hakam 
Kheir and Zeid Zureikat, 
director of Arab and 
international parliamentary 
affairs at Parliament. 


Private sector medical committee 


decides against attending MENA 


By Beatrix Immenkamp 

Special to die Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The private 
sector medical committee 
formed to represent the Jor- 
danian medical co mmuni ty 
at the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic s ummi t has decided 
against participation in the 
conference, which is sched- 
uled to begin OcL 29. 

The committee bowed to 
pressures from the Jordan- 
ian Medical Association 
(JMA) which argued that 
participation in the confer- 
ence would violate the 
association's decision to 
boycott normalisation with 
Israel, committee organis- 
ers told the Jordan Tunes. 

‘The committee has 
decided to discontinue its 
activities,” Sa’ed Hammou- 
di. a member of the com- 
mittee, said. 

‘There has been a dis- 
agreement between the 
JMA, which argued that 
participation in the confer- 
ence constitutes a form of 
normalisation, and the med- 
ical committee, which 
argued that it did not, Mr. 
Hammoudi said. 

As members of the JMA, 
we decided to respect the 
JMA’s decision” he 
explained. 

Basem Dajani, president 
of the JMA, told the Jordan 
Times in an interview last 
month that the JMA had 
informed the 11-member 
medical committee to act in 
accordance with JMA rules. 

“The General Assembly 
of the Jordan Medical 
Association has voted 


against normalisation with 
Israel and against profes- 
sional contacts with 
Israelis. Participation in 
conferences by members of 
the associaton should be in 
line with this decision. We 
have therefore instructed 
the medical committee to 
abide by the rules of the 
association and not to 
attend the MENA confer- 
ence,” Dr. Dajani said. 

As practising physicians, 
all members of the medical 
committee are required to 
be members of the JMA. 

The medical co mmi ttee 
had been formed at the gov- 
ernment's initiative to 
advertise Jordan’s high- 
quality medical services in 
die region, especially since 
many patients come to Jor- 
dan from surrounding 
countries. Dr. Hammoudi 
had told the Jordan Times 
earlier. 

Its 11 members came 
from the private sector. 

According to Dr. Ham- 
moudi, the medical com- 
mittee took its decision to 
withdraw from the confer- 
ence at a meeting Thursday 
evening, and has already 
informed the JMA and the 
Private Sector Executive 
Committee (PSEC), under 
whose auspices the com- 
mittee was formed. 

Shabib Amman, rappor- 
teur of the PSEC, told the 
Jordan Times that a number 
of physicians had 
approached the PSEC with 
some very good ideas on 
bow ro promote Jordan as a 
regional medical centre. 

The PSEC responded to 
these ideas and bad facili- 


tated the formation of a 
medical committee under 
its umbrella. 

Dr. Amman stressed, 
however, that the PSEC did 
not initiate the setting up of 
the committee, but was 
only offering assistance. 

In the interview preceding 
the medical committee’s 
decision to withdraw from 
the conference. Dr. Ammari 
said the PSEC would not 
interfere in the committee’s 
deliberations, and added 
that he hoped that individ- 
ual members would still 
attend the conference. 

Dr. Ammari stressed the 
importance of scaling down 
the conflict between the 
medical committee and the 
JMA to its proper dimen- 
sion. 

“The PSEC has 11 sec- 
toral committees, but we 
only have a problem with 
one of the committees he 
said. 

“Most of the members of 
other committees, such as 
the construction committee, 
are members of a profes- 
sional syndicate, sucb as, 
for example, the Jordanian 
Engineers Association or 
the Jordanian Contractors 
Association. Some mem- 
bers of committees have 
even provided funding for 
the PSEC. And none of 
them has had any problems 
with their associations,” be 
said. 

According to Dr. Ammari, 
the PSEC was created to 
improve the investment cli- 
mate in Jordan and to pre- 
pare well-defined projects 
to be presented to the Arab 
and international business 


communities. 

The work of the PSEC 
has no political dimension,” 
he said. “It is up to partici- 
pants if they wish to shake 


hands with Israelis. 

We respect the individ- 
ual's decision on this,” he 
explained. 


Panel presents $133m in 
transport projects for MENA 


AMMAN (Petra) — A sub-committee on transport Friday 
announced that seven projects worth a total of $133 mil- 
lion have been prepared for submission to the Middle Eosl 
and North Africa (MENA) economic summit. 

The panel, charged with projects concerning the trans- 
port sector is part of the larger Executive Commitee 
preparing for the MENA conference. 

Sub-committee rapporteur Sufian Muheisen said in a 
statement that one project, worth $38 million, entails 
revamping the country’s fleet of transport trucks. 

Another project, worth SUJ2 million, will upgrade and 
modernise the engineering section at Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) airlines. 


Information centres to be set up 


Meanwhile, Minister of Post and Communications 
Jamal Saraireh Friday announced that the Telecommuni- 
cations Corporation (TCC) has made 3,000 telephone 
lines available in preparation for the Oct 29 MENA con- 
ference. 

The minister made the statement during an inspection, 
tour of the TCCs departments to examine preparations 
and activities for the provision of telephone, telex and 
facsimile services at the conference's press centre and at 
hotels. 

Two information centres for journalists at the Jerusalem 
and Middle East Hotels will be set up to supplement the 
main information centre at the A1 Hussein Sports. 

A fourth information centre will be set up at Amra Hotel 
tor business people attending the conference, Mr. Saraireh 
said. 

American, German as well as local companies are 
involved in installing the telephone, facsimile lines and 
cellular telephone services at these centres, according to 
the minister. 

Arrangements for these services are expected to be 
finalised within the next few days, he added. 


Bank employees 
to get 12% raise 


AMMAN (Petra)-- The 
staff of the Amman-Cairo 
Bank will get an increase of 
12 per cent of their base 
salaries as of Nov. 1, 
according to a ruling 
passed by the Industrial 
Court 

The court ruling called 
for granting bank employ- 
ees a 12 per cent salary 
increase, stipulates that the 
raise should not be less than 
JD 20, nor more than JD 
150 per month beginning 
November. 

The ruling, ' which took 
into consideration the 
strong financial standing 
of the bank, stressed the 
need to pay end-of-service 
compensation to all staff 
regardless of their years of 
service with the bank. 

It also raised the loan 
ceiling granted to employ- 
ees to 70 times the month- 
ly salary of the emloyees, 
payable over a period of 20 
years with simple interest 

The court, presided over 
by Judge Mahmoud 


Dahshan, said the Amman 
Cairo Bank has achieved 
net profits of JD 3.8 mil- 
lion in 1994, and has not 
experienced any financial 
crises or difficulties, noting 
that the bank's achieve- 
ments are attributed to the 
bank's range of activities 
and the efficiency of its 
staff. 

The Amman Cairo Bank 
case was referred to the 
Industrial Court on Augl 
by Labour Minister Nader 
Abul Sba’ax. following the 
failure of efforts by the rec- 
onciliation council to reach 
a settlement to the dispuie- 
between the bank manage- 
ment and its staff over 
salaries and working condi- 
tions. 

The ruling called on the 
bank management to 
increase its contribution 
towards the medical insur- 
ance scheme and to pur- 
chase a group insurance 
policy for its staff which 
would cover death, and par- 
tial and total disability. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


General Karadayi ends visit 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Turk- 
ish Armed Forces, General Ismail Karadayi and his accompanying delega- 
tion Friday concluded a several-day official visit to Jordan, during which 
they met with His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, act- 
ing Prime Minister Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh and their official host. Chair- 
nan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General. Abdul Hafiz Marei Kaabneh. 
Gen. also visited several military, cultural and archaeological sites. He 
was seen off by Gen. Kaabneh and senior armed forces officers, in addition 


to the Turkish ambassador to Jordan and the Turkish military attach^ in 
Amman . 


Yemeni postal officials conclude mission 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Yemeni delegation from the Post and Postal Sav- 
ing Department headed by Abdullah Kabbous Friday concluded a several- 
day official visit to Jordan, during which the team held talks with senior 
Ministry of Post and Communications officials on issues of interest to the 
Yemeni postal department Discussions centred on training Yemeni cadres 
in Jordan, and sending a Jordanian expert to train Yemeni postal officials. 
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A pristine part of the Aqaba coastline (file photo) 


American firm to build 
expansive resort in Aqaba 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 
multi-million dollar 

tourism re son in the port 
city of Aqaba has been 
agreed upon with the Amer- 
ican company. Magic 
World, according to Aqaba 
Region Authority (ARA) 
President Fayez Kha- 
sawneh. 

Speaking after signing the 
agreement with Magic 
World Manager Richard 
Ligon on Thursday, Dr. 
Khasawneh described the 
project as establishing 
Aqaba as pan of the so- 
called "Red Sea Riviera." 


Magic World will build a 
256-room hotel and 200 
chalets along with an enter- 
tainment park on ' 400 
dunums in Aqaba, accord- 
ing to Dr. Khasawneh, who 
announced the project at a 
press conference in 
Amman . 

Dr. Khasawneh said the 
project will be carried out 
in cooperation with and 
suppon from the Jordanian 
government 

Magic World will provide 
the funding for the project 
and the ARA will soon 
offer shares in the project to 


the public through the 
Amman Financial Market. 

With this venture, which 
Mr. Khasawneh described 
as an impetus to the tourism 
industry, Aqaba is expected 
to witness a further boom in 
tourism, as well as in indus- 
trial and transport sectors. 

Mr. Ligon said the project 
aims to promote Jordanian- 
American cooperation in 
economic affairs and in 
corroborating the peace 
process and encouraging 
other firms to invest in the 
Kingdom. 



POETRY RECITAL 
"Recital of poems by Mahmoud Tel at the 
Phoenix Gallery at 630pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 


4 A Retrospective Exhibition of Sculptures 
and Drawings (1965-1995) by Mona Saudi 
at Darat A1 Funun, Jebel Weibdeh, 


"Sculptures by Iraqi artist Kazem 
Shamhoud at Orfali Art Gallery, Um 
Uthdna. 


"Painting and sculpture by Rafiq Lahham 
and Laith A1 Turk at the Italian Language 
Centre Gallery, Shmeisani. 

"Abstract art by the Syrian artist Moham- 
mad Daghestani at the Phoenix Gallery. 

" Selected works by the young and the 
established at The Gallery, Hotel 
InterContinental. 

" Works by Lamia Abdel Sahib and Samer 
Ousama entitled "Aux Sources Orien tales 
de la Fontaine," at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


Potash company reports rise in 6 94 production 


By Khattab Salman 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The Arab 
Potash Company (APC) 
increased its production by 
13 per cent and its sales by 
2.3 per cent last year, 
according to the APC report 
and financial statements of 
1994. 

The APC’s annual report, 
which was made available 
to the Jordan Times and is 
expected to be published 
later this month, said the 
company registers a net 


profit of JD 24.2 million or 
a 10.4 per cent growth in 
net profit over the previous 
year. 

"Worid demand for 
potash increased in 1994. 
This increase was more evi- 
dent in Asia where demand 
was estimated at over 9.3 
million tonnes; this is a 27 
per cent increase over the 
previous year and has 
directly resulted in an 
increase in potash prices 
even though production has 
also risen by 6 per cent" 
the report said. 


In 1994, it said, world 
production of potash 
increased by 2 million 
tonnes reaching 35 million 
after the decrease from 37 
million tonnes to 32.9 mil- 
lion in 1993. 

The 1994 increase was 
the first in world produc- 
tion since 19S8. according 
to the report. *■ 

The APC’s report noted 
that APC sales in 1994 
achieved record sales of 
1316,652 metric tonnes 
with India as the top 
importer of Jordanian 


potash. 

”By signing several long- 
term contracts with the 
largest importers in India, 
APC managed to regain its 
place as a major supplier to 
the Indian market Indian 
imports totalled 350.015 
million tonnes followed by 
Indonesia with 181,000 
million, and Malaysia 
174,340 million," the 
report said. 

It said total APC Asian 
sales reached 11,779,15 
million tonnes which repre- 
sents 77,7 per cent of total 


APC sales in 1994. 

"In Europe," the report 
added, "APC increased its 
share of the market after the 
sharp price increase where 
sales to Italy have doubled 
and an acceptable position 
in the Benelux (Belgium. 
Netherlands, Luxembourg) 
and Spain have been 
achieved and is expected to 
be maintained." 

Figures for 1994 show the 
ability of APC to adapt to 
the constant changes in 
world markets, the report 
said. 
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Russian commander in 
Chechenya hurt in attack 


GROZNY, Russia (AP) — 
Russia’s top military com- 
mander in the breakaway 
Republic of Chechenya was 
critically wounded in a 
bomb explosion Friday, 
□ews agencies said. 

Ll Gen. Anatoly 
Romanov, 47, was hospi- 
talised in grave condition 
after suffering a cranial 
. wound. His deputy. Col. 
Alexander Zaslavsky, and 
tbeir car’s driver were killed 
in the blast, which also 
wounded az least nine 
Russian troops. 

The explosion occurred in 
the Chechen capital of 
Grozny as Gen. Romanov’s 
motorcade was going 

through an underpass. 

It was the second major 
attack on a senior Russian 
official in the last three 
weeks. On Sept 20, a pow- 
erful bomb explosion nar- 
rowly missed Oleg Lobov, 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin's envoy in 

Chechenya. 

Friday's bomb attack was 
apparently aimed at Russian 
Interior Minister Gen. 
Anatoly Kulikov, who was 
tooring Chechenya but left 
for Moscow earlier than 
expected, the minis try said. 

"War in Chechenya is still 
going on," Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleg 
Soskovets said at a govern- 
ment session in Moscow 
alter disclosing the news of 
the attack, according to the 
Interfax News Agency. 

Gen. Romanov has spear- 
headed efforts to negotiate 
an end to the war, which 
began in December 1994 
when Russian troops invad- 
ed Chechenya to squelch its 
three-year* independence 


bid 

A truce signed by the 
Russians and Chechens in 
July has been interrupted by 
continuous clashes. Gen. 
Romanov has extensively 
traveled throughout 

Chechenya to convince 
Chechens to lay down arms 
in response to a promise of 
the withdrawal of Russian 
troops. 

A spokesman for the 
Russian militar y command 
in Chechenya, who declined 
to be identified by name, 
said the attack was an 
"attempt to disrupt the 
process of peaceful settle- 
ment in Chechenya." 

The ' remote-controlled 
bomb also killed and 
wounded at least several 
passengers on a commuter 
bus passing through the 
underpass at the same time 
with Gen. Romanov’s 
motorcade. 

Gen. Romanov has been 
taken to a Russian military 
hospital in Vladikavkaz in 
neighboring North Ossetia 
for urgent treatment A team 
of doctors has left Moscow 
to help on Russian Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev’s 
order. 

In the past 24 hours, six 
Russian soldiers were killed 
and four wounded in other 
clashes around Chechenya, 
Interfax said. 

Meanwhile former Rus- 
sian parliament Speaker 
Ruslan Khasbulatov blasted 
Chechenya’s Moscow- 
backed government 

Thursday, calling it an ille- 
gitimate body hindering the 
peace process in the break- 
away southern republic. 

"(The government) came 
to power on Russian bayo- 


nets and tanks, spilling a sea 
of blood,” Mr. Khasbulatov 
told the . Interfax News 
Agency. 

Mr. Khasbulatov, an eth- 
nic Chechen who remains 
popular in Chechenya, led a 
parliamentary ■ rebellion 
against President Yeltsin in 
Moscow in 1993. 

But Mr. Yeltsin conceded 
recently that Mr. 
Khasbulatov might be able 
to help achieve a peace 
accord palatable to 
Chechens. 

On Thursday, Mr. 
Khasbulatov said the lead- 
ers of the Moscow-support- 
ed government "live in their 
narrow world isolated from 
the trouble of the people.” 

Moscow installed the 
national revival government 
after invading Chechenya in 
December to quash its 
three-year bid for indepen- 
dence. 

Mr. Khasbulatov also 
pushed for more negotia- 
tions, saying: "a round table 
is better than a war.” 

Meanwhile, the situation 
across the Caucasus 
Mountains republic 

remained tense. 

The village of 
Sernovodsk, on Cbechnya r s 
western border with the eth- 
nic republic of Ingushetia, 
has been surrounded by 
Russian troops for several 
days, according to local 
reports. 

Hundreds of Chechens 
and Ingush are picketing 
nearby to demand that the 
Russians free the town, 
which Moscow says is con- 
trolled by armed rebels. 

In the capital, Grozny, 
Chechens threatened to halt 
peace talks unless Russian 


troops stop "violating 
human rights” in 
Sernovodsk, Interfax saicL 

But in two other Chechen 
towns, rebels resumed dis- 
armament Thursday, as part 
of a July 30 military accord. 
Chechen fighters turned 
over weapons in 
Alkhazurovo and 

KomsomoLskoye in the 
south of the republic, 
Interfax said. 

The accord, which calls 
for rebel disarmament, par- 
tial Russian pullout and 
prisoner exchanges, is sup- 
posed to pave the way for 
elections in Chechenya, 
with the republic’s political 
status to be determined 
later. 

But Ml Khasbulatov said 
Thursday that elections will 
be impossible without a 
legitimate government — 
which the national revival is 
not, he said. 

Moscow says about 
13,000 troops have been 
pulled oat of Chechenya, 
but thousands more remain. 
The warring sides are fre- 
quently accusing each other 
of dragging their feet in 
implementing the accord. 

Gen. Grachev, speaking to 
World War II veterans in 
Moscow Thursday, said the 
rebel Chechens regard the 
treaty as "a ploy for the sake 
of military buildup.” 

He estimated the rebel 
strength at 6,000 fighters. 
The separatists have recent- 
ly acquired 12 tanks and 16 
armoured vehicles from 
unspecified sources, he 
said 


All Ireland honours Nobel winner 


DUBLIN (R)— They say 
a true poet is not recognised 
in his home country. They 
were wrong in the case of 
Seamus Heaney, who won 
the Noble Literature Prize 
Thursday. 

Residents of the Northern 
Ireland city of Londonderry 
heaped praise on Ml 
H eaney, an unassuming, 
tousled poet who married 
Irish lyricism with a frank 
look at the pain of modem 
Ireland. 

Among them was school 
contemporary John Hume, 
an Irish nationalist who is 
himself tipped by some to 
win the Nobel Peace Prize 
for pushing the Northern 
Ireland peace process which 
silenced guerrilla guns one 
year ago. “It’s fabulous 
news,” said Mr. Hume, 
leader of the moderate 
Social Democratic and 
Labour Party of Northern 
Ireland ‘This will go across 
the country, north and 
south.” 

Mr. Hume dismissed sug- 
gestions that the prize was 
linked to the Northern 
Ireland peace process. “The 
reason for this award is his 
standing across the world as 
a poet and not because of 
what is happening in our 
part of the world” he told 
Irish Radio. 

Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton said: “His poetry, 
which has enriched and illu- 
minated Irish life, from sim- 
ple eveiyday events to his 
reflections on the divisions 
which have afflicted the 
island of Ireland, truly 
deserve this international 
recongnition and acclaim.” 

President Mary Robinson 
said that- the award “brought 
great honour to Ireland” 
whose previous winners 
include W. B. Yeats, Samuel 
Becket and George Bernard 
Shaw. 

Brian Friel, Ireland’s best- 
known living playwright 



Seamus Heaney 

and a close friend of Mr. 
Heaney, said: “It is a won- 
derful achievement I am 
delighted for Seamus and I 
am delighted for the coun- 
try." 

At Sl Columb’s College, 
the Roman Catholic boys’ 
school In Londonderry 
which Mr. Heaney attended 
school president Father 
John Walsh, told final year 
pupils about the award 

Tt is a well deserved hon- 
our. It is also an honour for 
the school and the county 
and it is an honour for the 
country.” 

Pat McCarty, editor of the 
Deny Journal, said it was 
the kind of tonic the area 
needed after years of con- 
flict. Tt is a great honour 
which assures his place in 
the literary pantheon.” 

Information Director Alf 
McCreary of Queens 

University, Belfast said 
“We at Queens are absolute- 
ly delighted that this excep- 
tional honour has been won 
by one of out most distin- 
guished graduates, who is 
one of the finest poets of his 
generation.” 

“Seamus is a national poet 
who has become an interna- 
tional poet What he has 
become is a citizen of the 
world,” said Theo Dorgan, 
director of literary organisa- 


tion Poetry Ireland. 

“He is a man of most 
extraordinary generosity 
towards his work, towards 
other poets and to his read- 
er,” Mr. Dorgan said. “He 
has also retained an extraor- 
dinary sense of wonder — 
and that, above all is what is 
honoured today.” 

Drinkers at Scruffy 
Murphy, one of the poet’s 
old Dublin haunts, said they 
were delighted by the news 
but had not read much of his 
poetry. 

T used to know him when 
he drank here. He was a 
lovely man. Like a lot of 
poets, he liked a pint of 
stout,” said Michael 
Bouike, former manager of 
the pub. T didn’t realise he 
was in the big league.” 

Some patrons of the pub 
said they had never heard of 
Ml Heaney. Most said they 
had never read his poems. 

T haven’t read any of it 
Some people might have, if 
it was required reading for 
them at university. 
Accountant Noel Hall said 

T don’t read his poetiy, 
but I’m very glad he won 
it,” said builder Derek 
Keegan- T don’t know 
much about him I’m 
afraid” 

Meanwhile Harvard 
University joined the cho- 
rus of worldwide praise for 
Ml Heaney Thursday, hail- 
ing the poet as the first 
Harvard professor ever to 
win the Nobel Literature 
Prize. 

“Seamus Heaney is one of 
the great poets of our centu- 
ry,” said Harvard President 
Neil Rudenstioe, himself an 
English professor and 
scholar of renaissance liter- 
ature. “He has written verse 
that is moving, always com- 
plex, and yet powerftil in its 
simplicity — ‘so pellucid it 
can never be muddied' to 
borrow from one of his 
lines.” 


Japan minister may be forced to quit 


(O (R) — In a new 
to Japan’s shaky coali- 
goveraraent. Justice 
ter Tomoharu Tazawa 
be forced to resign 
i reported secret deal 
be opposition, 
is is a serious matter 
i cabinet,” top govera- 
spokesman Koken 
a said “We will ask 
inister to clarify this.” 
I if the government 


would seek Ml Tazawa's 
resignation, Mr. Nosaka 
replied; ’That is a possibili- 
ty." 

The Yomiuri Shimbun' 
Friday accused Me. Tazawa 
of making a backroom deal 
with the opposition 
Shinshinto (New Frontier 
Party) to withdraw ques- 
tions in parliament about a 
loan. 

The newspaper said 


Shinshinto upper house 
member Ichiji Ishii agreed 
to withdraw references in 
prepared questions to Mr. 
Tazawa on Oct 3 about a 
200 million ■ Yen ($2 mil- 
lion) loan he bad railed to 
report in his list of assets. 

An aide to Ml Tazawa 
refused to comment on the 
report, but the Yomiuri 
quoted him as denying he 
made such a request 


US. envoy 
pulled 
out of 
Colombia 

BOGOTA (R) — The U.S. 
government has pulled its 
ambassador out of 
Colombia amid deteriorat- 
ing relations between the 
two countries, a local tele- 
vision news programme 
reported late Thursday. 

Although the U.S. gov- 
ernment has said 
Ambassador Myles 
Frechette is on vacation, it 
has actually pulled him out 
of his post temporarily, the 
Washington correspondent 
of the programme CM said. 

The State Department' in 
Washington had no imme- 
diate comment on the 
report. 

Citing sources in 
Washington, the correspon- 
dent said the government 
decided to pull Mr. 
Frechette out of the coun- 
try because it was not 
pleased with the way bilat- 
eral relations were being 
handled. 

He said the ambassador’s 
removal was intended as a 
“diplomatic message” to 
Colombian President 
Ernesto Samper but did not 
elaborate. 

Before leaving Bogota 
last week. Ml Frechette 
told local radio he was 
going to Europe on a holi- 
day with his family. 

U.S. embassy officials 
could not be reached for 
comment after the pro- 
gramme's broadcast 
Relations between the 
two countries worsened 
Wednesday after a con- 
gressman presented to the 
lower house recordings of 
alleged telephone conver- 
sations between officials of 
the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA). 

Independent deputy 
Carlos Alonso Lucio 
played during a televised 
session of the House of 
Representatives a series of 
conversations in which 
Tony Senneca, the bead of 
the DEA in Colombia, 
allegedly discussed plans 
to conspire against Mr. 
Samper with officials in 
Washington. 



Pope John Paul II (centre) greets the crowd at New Jersey's Newark International 
Airport upon His arrival in the United States for a five-day visit (AFP photo) 

Pope decries abortion and 
euthanasia in first U. S. mass 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
New Jersey (AP) — Pope 
John Paul II urged America 
to welcome immigrants and 
rid itself of the "moral 
blight” of abortion and 
euthanasia. 

Just 16 kilometres from 
the Statue of Liberty, the 
Pontiff told 82,948 rain- 
soaked worshippers Thurs- 
day to continue in the tradi- 
tion of the civil rights 
movements to extend legal 
protection to "the unborn 
child,” the elderly and the 
severely disabled. 

"Both as Americans and 
as followers of Christ, 
American Catholics must 
be committed to the defence 
of life in all its stages and in 
every condition," the 
Pontiff declared from a 
giant altar at one end zone. 

In addition to his criticism 
of liberals’ attempts to 
expand access to abortion 
and to permit assisted sui- 
cides, the Pope was critical 
of recent conservative 
efforts to limit immigration. 

He recited pan of Emma 
Lazarus’ I9th century poem 
in urging Americans to con- 
tinue to welconre ‘immi- 
grants yearning to breathe 
free and to serve the poor. 

"If America were to turn 
on itself, would this not be 
the beginning of the end of 
what constitutes the very 
essence of the ‘American 
experience?’ ” he asked in 
his homily. 

Hours of steady rain could 
not detract from the enthu- 
siasm of the huddled mass- 
es inside the converted foot- 
ball field. Some wept, oth- 
ers pressed their hands to 
their hearts or cried "viva el 
papa” as the Pontiff circled 
tire stadium in his 
Popemobile. 

This is the most impor- 
tant day of my life. 1 cannot 
, describe to you how impor- 
tant it is to be here,” 76- 
year-old Edward Pietro of 
Toms River said "After 
today, if nothing else excit- 
ing or wonderful happens in 
my life, I will die a fulfilled 
man.” 

Earlier, the Pope urged the 
United Nations to be an 
authentic force for peace. 

"The United Nations 


organisation needs to rise 
more and more above the 
cold states of an administra- 
tive institution and to 
become a moral centre 
where all the nations of the 
world feel at home,” he told 
the 185-member General 
Assembly. 

The Pope's visit during 
the United Nations’ 50th 
anniversary year was the 
central point of his fourth 
pilgrimage to the United 
States. The organisation is 
deeply in debt, in part 
because of its expanded 
peacekeeping operations in 
Bosnia and elsewhere, and 
Pope John Paul wants to see 
it strengthened 

But that meeting like the 
other events since the 
Pope’s arrival Wednesday 
was for a small group of 
dignitaries and invited 
guests. It was here in Giants 
Stadium that masses of the 
faithful could see the man 
many believe is the Vicar of 
Christ on Earth. 

In an atmosphere more 
resonahto’f a concert or ath- 
letic 1 event than- -a mass, 
flashbulbs popped through- 
out the stadium as the Pope 
re-entered the field for the 
opening procession. 

Before that, worshippers 
did "the wave” and chanted 
"John Paul II, we love you” 
as they waited. 

The Pope was partially 
protected by a white canopy 
hanging over a huge red- 
carpeted altar set up in an 
end zone. But at one point, 
the wind knocked off his 
white skullcap. Some bish- 
ops celebrating mass with 
the Pope wore clear rain 
slickers over their white and 
gold vestments. 

At the United Nations, 
Pope John Paul sketched 
the dramatic changes since 
he last addressed the 
Assembly in 1979 — the 
fall of communism and cuts 
in nuclear arsenals. 

Now, be stressed, the dan- 
ger stems from a "narrow 
and exclusive nationalism,” 
which triggered "a true 
nightmare of violence and 
terror,” most recently dur- 
ing ethnic upheavals in 
Rwanda and Bosnia. 

’Nationalism, particularly 


in its most radical forms, is 
thus the antithesis of true 
patriotism, and today we 
must ensure that extreme 
nationalism does not con- 
tinue to give rise to new 
forms of the aberrations of 
totalitarianism,” he said 

Touching on a theme he 
raised during a trip to Africa 
last month, the Pope said 
developing countries often 
face "a situation of de facto 
economic dependence on 
other countries. Such situa- 
tions offend the conscience 
of humanity and pose a for- 
midable moral challenge to 
the human family.” 

"We have within us the 
capacities for wisdom and 
virtue,” he continued. "And 
in doing so. we shall see 
that the tears of this century 
have prepared the ground 
for a new springtime of the 
human spirit." 

Even at the austere U.N. 
Headquarters alongside 
New York’s East River, foe 
visit evoked a warmth rare 
in such formal surround- 
ings. 

As the 75-year-old Pontiff 
approached U.N. employ- 
ees stood on furniture and 
hopped up and down with 
cameras raised over their 
heads. Their shouts echoed 
through the stone and glass 
hall. 

Children from the United 
Nations International 
School, many dressed in 
clothing that reflected their 
ethnic backgrounds, greeted 
the Pope in the lobby. One 
child held a papier-mache 
white dove. The Pope lifted 
the symbol of peace and 
asked the children to "pray 
for ... humanity.” 

At other stops during his 
four-hour stay at U.N. 
Headquarters, the Pontiff 
dedicated a plaque to UN. 
personnel killed while on 
peacekeeping duty or on 
humanitarian missions. 

Pope John Paul’s trip runs 
through Sunday night, and 
is to include huge masses in 
Central Park in Manhattan 
and Aqueduct Race Track 
and at Camden Yards 
Baseball Stadium in 
Baltimore. 


Former Major aide to lose parliament seat 


LONDON 0^) — Former 
Finance Minister Norman 
Lamont, a onetime close 
friend of John Major who 
became one of the British 
Prime Minister's toughest 
critics, faced a prospect of 
the political wilderness 
Friday. 

He is to lose his seat in 
parliament in a change of 
constituency boundaries, 
though he says he will seek 
another seat 

Ml Lamont, a 
Conservative, failed to win 
enough votes in the local 
constituency party to run 
for the re-drawn seat in 


Kingston-Upon-Thames, 
south of London. 

“Obviously I was disap- 
pointed,” Mr. Lamont told 
BBC Radio, adding that be 
would seek another region 
to represent the ruling 
Conservative Party. 

Another member of par- 
liament, .Dick Tracey, won 
the party’s vote for the re- 
drawn seaL Mr. Tracey's 
Snrbiion constituency was 
merged with Mr. Lamont’s 
in the boundary changes. 

Mr. Lamont, once at the 
centre of Britain's financial 
policy-making, was sacked 
after the pound’s humiliat- 


ing exit from Europe's 
exchange rate mechanism 
(ERM). 

Mr. Major’s first chancel- 
lor of the exchequer 
(finance minister), got the 
job as a reward for helping 
Mr. Major win the 
Conservative Party leader- 
ship after foen-Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher 
was ousted in an internal 
revolt in November 1990. 

Mr. Major finally sacked 
him in May 1993 and 
replaced him with Kenneth 
Clarke, a self-styled “ami- 
able bruiser" with keen 
political instincts. 


EU wants cuts in ozone-destroying chemicals 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The 
European Union’s execu- 
tive body has announced 
that it would seek sharp new 
cuts in member states' emis- 
sions of chemicals that 
destroy the Earth’s protec- 
tive ozone layer. 

"We in the Union have to 
take the lead in pushing for 
stricter measures,” EU 

Environment 

Commissioner Ritt 

Bjerregaard said in 

announcing the proposals. 


It is now we have to act” 
the EU Commission plans 
to push for a 50 per cent cut 
in emissions of methyl bro- 
mide, a common pesticide, 
by 1998 and total elimina- 
tion "as soon as possible,” 
Commission officials said. 

The Comnh'ssion also 
hoped to accelerate the EU 
plan to phase out emissions 
of hydrochlorofluorocar- 
bons in the 15-nation union 
by 2015. 

The Commission will ask 


EU environment ministers 
to flesh out details and 
approve the two proposals 
at a meeting in 
Luxerabouig. 

If the ministers approve 
new targets, foe EU will try 
to convince other nations to 
accept the same limits at a 
meeting this fall in Vienna 
to amend the Montreal 
Protocol, the treaty limiting 
worldwide emissions of 
ozone-depleting gases. 


Titanic poster sold 
for $12,100 

LONDON (R) — * A 1912 
poster urging Britons to 
sail on the Titanic on its 
fateful maiden voyage has 
been sold for £7 .650 
(S12.110), Christie's auc- 
tioneers said. The poster 
for the White Star Line 
features a four-fonnel ves- 
sel and calls the Olympic 

and Titanic “the largest 
steamers in the world”. 
The Titanic, supposedly 
unsinkable, struck an ice- 
berg and sank off 
Newfoundland in April, 
1912. More than 1.500 
people died. Found folded 
in a chest in an attic in 
Sheffield, northern 

England, earlier this year, 
the poster was bought by a 
British collector of memo- 
rabilia. 

Moroccan sardine 
fishermen net blue 
whale 

RABAT (R> — Moroccan 
fishermen irawling for 
sardines in the Atlantic 
netted instead a 12-tonne 
blue whale, the Moroccan 
News Agency iMAP) said. 
The 13-metre whale dwarfed 
the 1 l-metre trawler, which 
was off the Western Saharan 
port of Tart ay a. MAP quoted 
the captain as saying the 
whale failed to free itself 
from the net despite a 
struggle of more than 12 
hours. It was not immediately 
known if the whale survived. 
MAP quoted a marine 
scientist as saying blue 
whales were rarely seen in 
Moroccan waters. 


Calls to stop 
Olympic bird 
release 

ATLANTA (R) — A coali- 
tion of animal rights 
groups asked organisers of 
the 1996 Olympics not to 
release live birds during 
'••the opening ceremonies at 
next summer's games. In a 
petition submitted to foe 
“ organising committee, 
about 200 groups led by 
People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals 
(PETA), said the birds 
could be harmed if they are 
released after the lighting 
of the Olympic flame in 
July. Animal rights 
activists say 2,000 pigeons 
wi!J be released during the 
opening ceremonies. But 
Laurie Olsen, a spokes- 
woman for foe Atlanta 
Committee for the 
Olympic Gaines (ACOG), 
said the ceremony pro- 
gramme has not even been 
put together yeL 

Victims of fashion 
land in jail 

BOGOTA, Colombia (R) 
— Some fashion experts 
may consider them a crime 
but police in Colombia 
said two women were actu- 
ally arrested for sporting 
overstuffed shoulder pads. 
The women were prepar- 
ing to board a flight from 
Medellin to Miami when 
their oversized shoulder 
pads, which appeared bet- 
ter suited for a football 
player than a fashionable 
lady, caught the eye of an 
airport security guard, 
police said. They said a 
quick search revealed that 
rather than polyester foam, 
the shoulders of the 
women’s pleated dresses 
contained 2-1/2 lb (1.1 kg) 
of 90-per cent pure heroin. 

Diana visits the 
homeless 

LONDON (R) — 

Princess Diana polished up 
her “saintly” image, badly 
tarnished by rumours of 
secret trysts with a married 
mgby star, when she visit- 
ed London’s homeless. As 
patron of a charity for 
homeless youth, she met 
young people sleeping 
rough in foe capital’s 
King’s Cross district, noto- 
rious for drug addicts and 
prostitutes. The estranged 
wife of heir to the throne 
Prince Charles has already 
taken her young sons 
Prince William and rince 
Harry to meet down-and- 
outs on the streets as part 
of her determination nor to 
let them grow up ignorant 
of less privileged people in 
the kingdom. 
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CHIRAC IN TUNISIA: Tunisians wave and brandish portraits to greet French President Jacques Chirac ai 
Tunisian counterpart Zine AI Abidine Ben All drive through Tunis on Thursday (see page 2) (AFP photo) 
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Landslides reported as strong quake 
rattles islands south of Tokyo 


TOKYO (AFP) — A strong 
earthquake measuring 5.6 
on the Richter Scale shook 
the Izu Islands south of 
Tokyo Friday, the biggest 
tremor in a series which has 
rattled the area over the past 
week, the Meteorological 
Agency said. 

The quake, which occurred 
at 9:43 p.m. (1243 GMT), 
caused several landslides 
and damaged roads on the 
island of Kozu, Japan 
Broadcasting Corp. (NHK) 
reported, adding (hat water 
supplies had also been dis- 
rupted. 

NHK said the Japanese 
military had sent helicopters 
to the islands although no 
injuries were reported. 

The intensity of the tremor 
measured five on the seven- 
. point Japanese scale on 
a Kozu and four on nearby 
Miyake island. An intensity 
of five on the Japanese -scale 
is large enoqgh to cause 
cracks- iin plaster walls and 
concrete building. 1 

The quake, whose epicen- 
tre was 10 kilometres under 
the seabed south of the Izu 
peninsula, followed a small- 
er tremor 14 minutes earlier 


with a magnitude of 4.0 on 
the' Richter Scale, the 
agency said. 

It was followed by another 
tremor of 4.0, some 16 min- 
utes after the main earth- 
quake which was felt in a 
wide area stretching from 
Yokohama, south of Tokyo, 

Nagoya andlhteyama at the 
tip of the Boso peninsula 
The Izu peninsula, a popu- 
lar resort -south of Tokyo, 
has been the centre of major 
seismic activity for the past 
week, including volcanic 
activity near the city of Ito 
where a major undersea 
eruption took place in 19S9. 

A Japanese seismologist 
interviewed by NHK said 
the relatively strong quake 
late Friday was related to 
the recent activity in the 
area, where several tectonic 
plates meet But the 
. Meteorological Agency said 
jj they were unrelated. 

• Earlier Friday, volcanic 
.q activity around the Izu 
so peninsula weakened but 
precautions against the “big 
one” continued, with an off- 
shore research system set up 
near the epicentre of the 


original series of tremors. 

Before the stronger quake 
Friday night, 95 slight jolts 
were observed daring the 
day, raising the total number 
of quakes in the area to 
8,567 since the previous 
Friday. The biggest jolt 
Sunday measured 4.8 on the 
Richter Scale. 

Volcanic activity, first 
observed Wednesday, weak- 
ened Friday but the agency 
continued receiving data 
showing signs of such activ- 
ity, warning that it would 
continue precautions 
against a possible eruption 
or sizeable quake. 

“Seismic activity has 
calmed, but since the 
Earth’s crust continues to 
move we cannot relax yet,” 
an agency official told 
Kyodo News Service. 

The Maritime .Safety 
Agency set up a remote- 
-controlled research system, 
above the seabed Friday to 
collect detailed seismic 
information. It also sent 
Shoyou, a 1,900-tonne 
research vessel, to control 
the system and analyse data. 


Breeze helps California firefighters 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
A cool Pacific breeze aided 
firefighters battling Friday 
to halt a huge wildfire that 
has destroyed dozens of 
luxury homes and burned 
thousands of acres of a 
California wildlife refuge. 

The fire, burning in scenic 
woods and brush on the 
northern California coast, 
spread to 11,100 acres 
(4,450 hectares) Thursday, 
said Leslie Price, a fire 
mftamation officer. 

The blaze has destroyed 47 
buildings, including dozens 
of luxury homes, and dam- 
aged a. dozen more in 
secluded wooded hillsides 
near Inverness, 50 kilome- 
tres north of San Francisco. 
A preliminary estimate put 
property damage at between 
$20 million and $30 mil - 
lion, Me Price said. 


The fire, the largest, in 
Marin County since 1928, 
has burned thousands of 
acres in the Point Reyes 
National Seashore, a 
national park that is home 
to many animals including 
blacktail and white fallow 
deer, gray foxes and spotted 
owls. 

More than 2,000 firefight- 
ers managed to contain 60 
per cent of the blaze by 
Thursday. Their estimate of 
when the Naze would be 
fully contained was pushed 
back by a day to midnight 
Saturday. 

However, officials took 
heart from a change in the 
weather Thursday. A cool, 
moist breeze began blowing 
off the Pacific Ocean, 
bringing relief from hot, dry 
winds. Firefighters hope the 
sea breeze will “cool every- 


thing down, moisten up the 
vegetation and air so things 
aren’t so explosive” Me 
Price said. 

Firefighters were concen- 
trating on stopping the fire 
from threatening more 
homes Thursday and were 
also trying to stop it spread- 
ing into bHge stands of old- 
growth forest to the south. 
Fire officials said the fire 
could get a new lease of life 
if it reaches the dry red- 
woods and donglas firs. 

The fire was started 
Tuesday by the embers of 
an illegal campfire, officials 
say. The blaze spread quick- 
ly because vegetation is 
bone dry in the area after a 
hot summer. 

Four firefighters have suf- 
fered minor injuries. 


Victim’s father to pursue 
civil suit against Simpson 


LOS ANGELES (R) — In a 
sign that O. J. Simpson’s 
legal troubles are far from 
oyer, the father of murder 
victim Ron Goldman is 
vowing to press ahead with 
a wrongful-death lawsuit 
that could cost the football 
legend millions, 

Fred Goldman, in a brief 
interview with Reuters late 
Thursday night, said his 
famQy intends to pursue the 
civil suit despite Simpson's 
acquittal on double-murder 
charges. 

Lead defence attorney 
Johnnie Cochran had 
appealed earlier to the vic- 
tims' families to drop their 
complaints, which — like 
Se criminal case — accuse 
Simpson of murdering his 
ex-wife Nicole Brown 
Simnson and her friend 


. 'At some point there 
should be closure oo this. 
The jury has spoken and I 
have said to the families 
rethink this — you should 


look at what the jury said 
and not pursue these suits/” 
he told reporters. 

Asked if he would follow 
Mr. Cochran’s advice. Me. 
Goldman shook his head 
slowly and said firmly: 
“Not a chance.” 

While Simpson faces no 
threat of jail in a civil trial, 
he could be forced to testify, 
would need more than “rea- 
sonable doubt” to convince 
a jury to exonerate him and 
may end up paying millions 
in damages if he loses. 

The suit — which says 
Simpson’s conduct was 
“willful, wanton and outra- 
geous beyond the ability of 
ordinary human beings to 
comprehend” — is one of 
three civil actions that he 
faces but is the only one 
likely to make it to trial. 

Speculation is that the 
Brown family will drop 
their suit as part of their 
effort to reconcile with 
Simpson for the good of the 
two young children he 


fathered with his ex-wife. 
And experts believe a suit 
filed by Ron Goldman’s 
mother, Susan Rufo, who is 
divorced from his father, 
will be dismissed because 
of her long estrangement 
from ber 25-year-old son. 

When a mostly black jury 
acquitted Simpson Tuesday, 
the Goldmans were left sob- 
bing in disbelief. 

But that grief soon turned 
to rage, and on ABC’s 
Nightline Friday night, Mr. 
Goldman said: “There was- 
n’t justice for Ron and 
Nicole and there wasn’t jus- 
tice for this nation. It was 
turned into a nightmare.” 

After the programme, Mr. 
Goldman made clear that he 
believed Simpson should 
pay the price for murder in 
cash. Asked whether his 
family can handle another 
wrenching trial, he said: 
“Nothing can be as terrible 
to us as what happened on 
June 12, 1994. We can take 
it” 


Bruton 
urges 
outside 
help for 
N. Ireland 
peace 

DUBLIN (R) — Britain 
and Ireland are inching 
towards setting up an inter- 
national body to try to 
break the deadlock over 
disarming Northern Ireland 
guerrillas, which has 
brought a year-long peace 
process to a standstill. 

Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton said in New York 
Thursday night that the 
: two goVenunents, often at 
■ odds over how to break the 
logjam, _were now close to ; 
* . setting np«uch a panel. 

**/ “I believe sufficient com-" 
mon ground will soon exist 
' on this :: to "enable the two 
governments to proceed 
relatively quickly to estab- 
lish such a body,” he told 
Irish- American business- 
men. 

‘1 believe we must now 
adopt this international 
approach in the Irish situa- 
tion and do so speedily,” he 
said. 

Later this year U.S. 
President Bill Clinton trav- 
els to Britain, Northern 
Ireland and Ireland for 
what U.S. officials say 
could be a visit crucial to' 
the peace process. 

U.S. involvement -has 
brought foreign policy suc- 
cesses to Mr. Clinton in the 
Middle East and Bosnia in 
recent weeks and a break- 
through on Northern 
Ireland would seal his 
world reputation as his 
campaign for re-election is 
launched. 

“Experience in other con- 
flict situations has shown 
the value of an external, 
international input in help- 
ing opposing sides face up 
to the realities of the par- 
ticular conflict situation in 
which they find them- 
selves,” Mr. Bruton said. 

Irish officials say the 
panel could he headed by 
George Mitchell, a former 
U.S. senator currently 
charged with channelling 
international investment 
into Northern Ireland and 
border counties to cement 
peace. 

The idea of an interna- 
tional panel received a set- 
back last month when Sinn 
Fein, political backers of 
frisb Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas, said they 
feared it was a trap to make 
the gunmen hand over their 
weapons before all-paity 
talks. 

But the two governments 
hope that by setting it up 
they can move towards dis- 
arming both the ERA, 
which fought British rule 
of Northern Ireland, and 
loyalists, who battled to 
retain it, and create condi- 
tions for fresh negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Bruton said it was 
crucial to create a situation 
in which gunmen felt they 
□o longer needed arms. 
“The Irish government 
wants to eliminate fear 
from politics. That is why 
we want the total eradica- 
tion of all weapons for 
good,” be said. 
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Rebel soldiers released; 
mercenary leaves Comoros 


MORONI, Comoros 
Islands (AP) — Hundreds 
of Comorian soldiers who 
surrendered to a French 
intervention force were 
released from detention 
Friday under an amnesty 
granted to supporters of the 
short-lived coup led by 
mercenary Bob Denard. 

The soldiers raised their 
arms and shouted in joy 
after walking oat . of 
Moroni's Hahaya Airport, 
where they were held 
overnight by French com- 
mandos after surrendering 
the day before. 

Mr. Denard, 66, a 
Frenchman, was reportedly 
flown Friday under French 
military custody from the 
nearby island of La 
Reunion to [Djibouti, where 
France main tains a militar y 
base. He is expected to 
eventually arrive in France 
aod face criminal charges. 

Life began returning to 
normal in Moroni, the capi- 
tal, following a turbulent 
week in which foreign mer- 
cenaries led by Ml Denard 
toppled the government and 
seized President Said 
Mohammad Djohar, then 
were defeated in a lightning 
invasion by 600 elite 
French troops Wednesday. 

People filled markets 


Friday and wooden fishing 
boats dotted tbe bays and 
harbours bordered by sand 
or dark lava stone, French 
troops continued to check 
cars along tbe main road, 
but reduced their visibility 
and began disembarking. 

Four people, including two 
Comorian soldiers, were 
killed in the French attack. 
There were no casualties to 
French forces, French CdL 
Louis Pignot said Friday. 

Mr. Djohar’s prime minis- 
ter has announced a new 
government comprising 
members of the ruling party 
and a small opposition 
alliance without Ml Djohar, 
who has been taken to near- 
by La Reunion for medical 
tests. 

Other opposition groups 
reject the new government 
and want talks to set up a 
consensus leadership that 
would ask tbe United 
Nations to organise elec- 
tions early next yean 

Mr. Denard negotiated his 
surrender Thursday. He was 
flown to La Reunion under 
arrest for illegally leaving 
France while under investi- 
gation for the death of 
Ahmad Abdallah Abder- 
rahmane, then the president 
of tbe Comoros, in 1989. 

Mr. Denard ruled tbe dirt- 


poor Indian Ocean archipel- 
ago, a former French 
colony, through figurehead 
presidents from 1978 until 
the mysterious shooting of 
Mr. Abderrahmane prompt- 
ed Ranee to negotiate his 
departure six years ago. 

The surrender probably 
ends the career of Mr. 
Denard, Africa’s most noto- 
rious soldier of fortune. Mr. 
Denard said before leaving 
Thursday that he expects to 
end up in a French prison — 
an ignominious end to a 
career that has included 
fighting and coups since 
1961 in the Belgian Congo. 
Nigeria. Angola, Zim- 
babwe, Iran and Yemen. 

Released Comorian sol- 
diers said they were treated 
well by the Reach, who 
simply held them overnight 
and let them go. Several 
said that foreign forces, 
whether mercenary or 
French, should leave. 

"First tbe mercenaries 
come and make trouble,” 
said Corp. Asraan Hamath 
Soco, 32, a nine-year veter- 
an. "Then the French come 
and make more trouble. 
They shoot people, take 
possessions, damage tbe 
airport. 

"They treat us like nothing 
because they can dance in 


here anytime.’’ 

He said soldiers wanted a 
new military chief to 
replace Azali Assoumaru, 
the chief of staff under Mr. 
Djohar who took refuge in 
the French embassy after 
the coup. 

Mr. Assoumani was seen 
in a car traveling from the 
airport toward town Friday, 
showing be felt it was safe 
enough to move about. It 
was not known if Prime 
Minister Mohammed Caabi 
AI Yachroutou also had 
emerged from a week of 
hiding in the embassy. 

Mr. Soco would prefer 
CapL Combo Ayouba, who 
led troops loyal to Mr. 
Denard’s coup, as the new 
military chief. CapL 
Ayouba’s whereabouts were 
unknown Friday. Cdt. 
Pignot, the French military 
spokesman, said he bad no 
information. 

The amnesty included 
Capt. Ayouba and other mil- 
itary officers who supported 
the coup. But CapL Ayouba, 
who was jailed by Mr. 
Djohar after a failed 1992 
coup, has said he feared 
recriminations by leaders 
linked to Mr. Djohar. 



Residents survey the damage in a street of Panama City Beach, Florida, in the aftermath of hurricane Opal (AFP 
photo) 

Cleanup under way as hurricane death toll rises 


FORT WALTON BEACH, 
Fla. (R) — The remnants of 
hurricane Opal scattered 
across the northeastern 
United States and eastern 
Canada Friday as rescue 
teams searched islands off 
tbe Florida coast for resi- 
dents whose whereabouts 
were unknown. 

Opal, which disintegrated 
Thursday as it raced north 
after making landfall in 
Florida, is believed respon- 
sible for up to 21 deaths, 
including as many as 11 in 
the United States aod 10 in 
Mexico. 

Tbe storm left hundreds of 
thousands of people without 
electricity in Florida, 
Georgia and Alabama. 
Downed trees and power 
lines forced tbe closure of 
schools and many business- 
es in Atlanta as the city 


straggled to cope with 
flooded creeks, rivers and 
streets. 

As residents and disaster 
workers began a massive 
cleanup from the third hur- 
ricane to hit the Florida pan- 
handle this year, officials 
say up to two dozen people 
who may have derided to 
wait out the storm on the 
exposed barrier islands off 
tbe Florida coast are unac- 
counted for. 

Emergency management 
officials said searchers, 
including local authorities, 
tbe U.S. military and special 
urban search and rescue 
teams from as far away as 
Virginia and Charleston, 
South Carolina, were comb- 
ing devastated areas of 
Okaloosa Island, Holiday 
Isle and die town of Destin. 

“Our mam concern is that 


althongb a mandatory evac- 
uation order was issued, 
people chose to stay behind, 
and we cannot account for a 
couple of dozen,” said Marc 
Steinman, Emergency 
Medical Services manager. 

He said authorities are par- 
ticularly concerned about an 
area called Norreigo Point, 
a densely populated and 
heavily developed commu- 
nity. 

According to a preliminary 
estimate by the insurance 
information institute. Opal 
caused Sl.S billion in dam- 
ages to insured property in 
Florida alone. Tbe storm’s 
toll was certain to rise when 
estimates were made in 
Georgia — where 45 coun- 
ties were declared disaster 
areas by Governor Zell 
Miller — and other affected 
states. 


Georgia officials said four 
people had been killed by 
falling trees and local media 
reported three other deaths 
in storm-related traffic acci- 
dents. Opal also claimed 
two lives in Alabama, one in 
North Carolina, and one in 
Florida. 

Tbe Red Cross said 197 
shelters were up and run- 
ning, serving more than 
31,000 victims in five 
states. 

In tbe shore communities 
of tbe Florida panhandle, hit 
two months ago by hurri- 
cane Erin, residents began 
to regroup once again. 
Teams of disaster relief 
workers were combing 
through Destin and a penin- 
sular community of Holiday 
Isle, which authorities said 
was underwater at one 
poinL 


British murder scene ’too terrible for words’ 


WINCHESTER, England 
(R) — Young women 

whose decapitated bodies 
were found at the horns of 
alleged serial killer 
Rosemary West spent their 
last moments as objects of 
the “sexual depravity" of 
Mis. West and ber husband, 
a prosecutor said Friday. 

Police searching for the 
Wests' missing daughter 
Heather found nine bodies, 
one of them a pregnant girl, 
in a scene “more terrible 
than words could express”, 
prosecutor Brian Leveson 
told a jury of four women 
and eight men. 

The 41 -year-old mother of 
seven is charged with 10 
murders. She denies the 
charges. 

Her husband, Frederick, 
was charged with 12 mur- 
ders but was found hanged 
in his prison cell before he 
could stand trial. 

Police diggers looking for 
Heather. 16, found not only 


her skeleton but the dis- 
membered skeletal remains 
of eight other young 
women. Ml Leveson said. 

Eight of the nine bodies 
had been decapitated and 
most were missing a num- 
ber of bones. 

“Each was dumped with- 
out decency or respect in a 
different bole some three 
feet (a metre) below the 
ground in the garden, in the 
cellar, or underneath a bath- 
room,” he said, “one of the 
victims carried a foetus in 
its ninth month of gesta- 
tion” 

Mr. Leveson described the 
gruesome discoveries with- 
in minutes of opening the 
prosecution’s case against 
Mrs. West in a hushed and 
tense courtroom. 

He said life at tbe bouse at 
25 Cromwell Street in' 
Gloucester had • been 
described in graphic detail 
by visitors. 

“Other girls who came and 


went over the years have 
spoken of violent and 
degrading sexual activity, 
perhaps revealing things 
which they have long since 
been prepared to cover up, 
kept bidden or forgotten ” 
he said. 

“The upshot is this case: 
The crown alleges that over 
a period of many years, 
especially between 1972 
and 1979, gills staying at or 
visiting 25 Cromwell Street, 
or who were enticed or sim- 
ply abducted, were taken 
there for sexual abuse — 
both by Rosemary and 
Frederick West — in a most 
depraved and most 
appalling way.” 

Heather, the oldest daugh- 
ter of Frederick and 
Rosemary West, disap- 
peared at the age of 16 in 
June 1987. 

“Her parents did not report 
her missing and made no 
inquiries about her. The rea- 
son is simple — they knew 


that she was dead because 
both of them had been 
involved in killing her,” Mr. 
Leveson said. 

People who asked about 
Heather were told that she 
had left home, and, perhaps 
because of ber age, her dis- 
appearance did not attract 
official attention for years. 

But by 1992 questions 
were being asked When 
police interviewed 

Rosemary, she told them 
she had heard from Heather 
on the telephone. 

Suspicious authorities con- 
tinued looking, and on Feb. 
24. 1994, a search warrant 
was issued for the West's 
home. 

Two days later police tug- 
gers unearthed a skeleton 
under the patio. The skull 
had been struck from the 
spine, Mr. Leveson said, 
and the bones had been 
chopped so that the remains 
could be forced into a small 
hole. 
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Of postures and 
playing politics 

THE ISRAELI KNESSET narrowly approved the 
Oslo II accord with the Palestinians and gave the 
government of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin only a 
semblance of a new lease of life. The wide split in the 
Israeli parliament and among Israelis does not augur 
well for the third and last stage of Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks on the future of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip when the stakes are greater. The growing schism 
in the Israeli body politic prompted Israeli President 
Weizman to call on Mr. Rabin to solicit wider support 
before he continues on the path of expanded Palesti- 
nian self-rule government. 

If the country is divided over a limited agreement 
that aims only to remove direct Israeli military 
occupation from half a dozen Palestinian cities or 
towns, we can imagine the more profound crisis that 
lies ahead when the time comes for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) to assume greater control 
over the destiny of its people. The Israeli prime 
minister and his team of advisers went to great length 
throughout the Knesset debate on the second stage 
agreement, to assure the Israeli people that Israel will 
continue to enjoy effective control over the entire 
West Bank, including the Jordan' Valley, and that a 
Palestinian state is not really in the offing. 

This bottom line posture must be taken seriously 
and not as a mere political tactic aiming to win wider 
support for the Labour government. This last word on 
the future of Palestinian self-rule runs counter to the 
Palestinian yearning for independence and statehood, 
as was repeatedly reflected in the words of Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and echoed recently by Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa who stipulated the 
establishment of a Palestinian state is a sine qua non 
for regional peace. 

Many Israeli opponents to a reasonable deal with 
the Palestinians, including members of the Likud 
Party, base their concerns, inter alia, on some 
references in the Palestinian charter that suggest the 
PLO maintain its claim on the entire Palestinian 
territory. Those opponents see in the creation of a 
Palestinian state the re-birth of a ghost and with it the 
resurrection of the Palestinian national claim to the 
whole of Palestine at one stage or another. Such 
people would rather not see a Palestinian state for fear 
of being haunted by it forever. 

The Palestinian side, on the other hand, counters 
these Israeli fears by referring to various Zionist 
platforms and symbolisms that , stake a claim to 
territories that extend, not only to the West Bank, but 
also to Arab lands beyond it. It would seem just and 
proper, therefore, that the Israeli side make the 
necessary denouncements of old Zionist dr eams be- 
fore it can expect similar assurances from the Palesti- 
nian side. Then, and only then, the two peoples can 
co-exist without real or imaginary fears of what the 
Future may hold for them. 

In any case, more needs to be done by both parties 
to win over hard-liners and sceptics still opposed to 
what has been painstakingly attained on the Palesti- 
nian front, unless of course such elements are only 
playing politics, intending to gain political power by 
first whipping up Palestinian and Israeli fears and 
then cashing in on such anxieties. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily drew attention to the concurrence of 
the Libyan leader's expulsion of Palestinians with a Libyan 
media campaign demanding the end to U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Tripoli. It is strange and shocking to see Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi use the sufferings of the Palesti- 
nian people as a tool to attract world attention to the need 
for lifting the sanctions, said the paper. Qadhafi's out- 
rageous act. condemned by the world community, can by 
no means end the sanctions unless Libya hands over the 
two suspects for the downing of the Pan-Am plane (over 
Lockerbie in 1989); and the sufferings of- the Palestinians 
will not end unless Israel opens its doors for them to return, 
stressed the daily. The deportation of the Palestinians to 
the desert and the deprivation of their basic needs ts a 
shameful act that has no justification, except that Qadhafi 
is trying to draw the world attention to the sanctions to 
which his country has been demanding an end. added the 
daily. 7116 paper said that the illogical and unpredictable 
behaviour of Qadhafi will not eam him the sympathy of the 
world, but will, instead, strengthen the belief that his 
country cannot be trusted when it claims it had nothing to 
do with the aircraft tragedy. 

COMMENTING ON a report in one of the national 
weeklies that alleged Japan's financial aid to Jordan has 
been deposited in a secret account in Switzerland of a 
prominent Jordanian columnist Mohammad Subeihi said 
that the government should take prompt action to verily 
the truth of this report. The columnist, who writes for A1 
Dust our, said the weekly's report that JD 50 million had 
been deposited in thebank. should not be taken lightly and 
investigation into the case should be launched immediately. 
If the investigation proves the report false, the paper 
should apologise and be discredited, but if it proves to be 
! "ue then the suspected person should be tried for two 
..imes: for stealing JD 50 million from the Jordanian 
people and also for weakening Jordan's credibility before 
the world, said the writer. In numerous cases the world 
media has been instrumental in helping authorities uncover 
plots, robberies and many other crimes and therefore 
prompt .'lion is required at the highest levels, demanded 
the writer, who added that whatever the outcome of the 
invest isations, democracy will be enhanced and the coun- 
t try's credibility protected. 
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Jordan could be a Transatlantic bridge at MENA 


WE ARE three weeks away from a major event in -our . 
history — the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) 
economic summit. Our officials and media are very busy 
preparing for the Ocl 29-3 1 event, which, by all counts, 
holds out promises of being a landmark in our efforts for 
economic development and self-reliance after a very 
painful period. _ ^ 

We have been hearing Jordanian officials voicing high 
optimism of the outcome of the conference while 
diplomats appear to be divided over whether die event 
itself would witness the launching of multi-billion dollar 
projects, - 

We have heard scepticism from many that the summit 
may not turn out to be the event that many Jordanians 
want it to be. So then the question arises: What do 
Jordanians expect from the summit? Pledges of billions of 
dollars of aid to Jordan? Announcements that American, 
European and Japanese companies coming in with 
billions to invest in the Jordan Valley? 

One really has to be naive to expect such results from 
the summit. 

There are some realities that we have to accept and 
appreciate. Among them is the fact that the very onus of 
economic development being on the private sector, we 
cannot expect any major pronouncements of deals and 
contracts at the summit itself. The reason is simple: The 
private sector docs not believe in diplomatic gestures. It 
takes consideration a multitude of factors, including the' 
investment climate, bureaucracy, relevant legislation and 
enforcement, rate of return on investments and protection 
for capital, before making any decision to invest The 
Amman summit could make little difference to them except 
of course that they would be looking for concrete signs of 
a government commitment to liberalisation of trade and 
economy. Other than that, the businessmen attending the 
summit would follow their own leads before deciding 
whether to come into Jordan with capital. As such, people 
looking for announcements of private sector investments 
in Jordan and the region would be disappointed. That is 
not to say that there will not be investments, but that such 


decisions would be taken away from media limelight. 

Of course, some decisions have already been taken, 
others might be advanced at the summit while yet some 
others are poised to reach agreements after the summit 
But all these decisions depend largely upon how Jordan 
presents itself before, during and after the summit and 
what measures it adopts to further liberalise trade and 
economy and how quickly it implements these measures. 
That is on the government side. On the private sector side, 
it is largely upto our businessmen to convince their 
international counterparts of their ability to live up to 
expectations in terms of efficiency and innovation. 

Having said that, however, we also have to recognise 
that the United States, the main driving force behind the 
effort to held the economic development of our region. ■ 
has made some basic commitments. Translated into 
practical action, these would mean a minimum level of 
American-govemmenl assisted projects in Jordan. 

That Secretary of State Warren Christopher and 
Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown will be leading the 
U.S. delegation to the summit reflects the seriousness 
with which the Clinton administration views its 
commitments to Jordan and the region. Coupled with that 
are the numerous meetings, workshops and roundtables 
that the U.S. embassy in Amman organised in the past 
months to bring together all interested parties in a bid to 
develop understanding between the American and 
Jordanian private sectors. 

Added with that is the $250 million allocation for the 
Middle East and North Africa that the Clinton 
administration has given to the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, which specialises in promoting 
American businesses outside the U.S. This amount has a 
multiplying effect, in that it would be used to finance the 
capitalisation of up to 25 per cent of American equity in 
.MENA projects. 

Japan is expected to be another key player at the 
summit Statements by Japanese leaders and officials 
clearly indicate Tokyo’s understanding of the reality that 
many in the Middle East, particularly in Jordan, are 


pinning hopes that the MENA summit would be the 
faunching pad for economic development. Wc do not 
know yet what will the strength At the Japanese 
delegation, but we are highly hopeful that it would of a 
nature that fits in with our expectations that Japanese 
• firms -- long known to be on the lookout tor assembly 
plants and manufacturing facilities outside Japan -- will 
take a keen interest in the potential available in Jordan. 

The pointed references to the U.S. and Japan does in 
now way play down the European role in the Middle East 
and North Africa. But let us accept it: The Europeans, as 
represented by the European Union, appear to nave a. 
divided approach to the MENA summit as an event. For 
many of the European Union countries, the main event is 
the Barcelona summit coming up in November rather than 
the Amman conference. That is understandable if only 
because these countries note (hat the European L nion 
would be in firm control of the situation at the Barcelona 
event while the U.S. is the dominant factor in the Amman 
summit. 

However, there need not be any contradiction between 
the two events. If anything, they could be 
complementary. 

For starters, there are many areas where American firms 
lead the international scene just as the Europeans do in 
other areas. It would be a major accomplishment for us 
Jordanians if our private sector and economic experts are 
successful in pinpointing the areas of advantages and 
disadvantages of all sides. 

However, the overriding factor — away from the typical 
diplomatic U.S. vs. Europe approach -- remains that 
international businesses do not necessarily look at the 
nationality of their partners as long as the economic 
feasibility and returns on investments are guaranteed. That 
means, in effect, that Jordanian businesses could even be 
instrumental in bringing together European and American 
firms together on a Jordanian fulcrum. 

k is a challenge that faces us. Hopefully, we would be 
able to live up to it 


Writers blast Qadhafi 
over expulsion of Palestinians 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 




LIBYA’S continued expul- 
sion of the Palestinians and 
the repercussions of the 
Israel-Palestine Tab a agree- 
ment which was signed in 
Washington as well as a 
host of domestic issues 
continued to dominate the 
local Arabic press in the 
past week. 

Writing under the title of: 
The Fourth Exodus. A1 Ra’i 
columnist Zuleikbah Abu 
Risheb said that tbe Libyan, 
leader has found in the 
Palestinian- Israeli agree- 
ments an excuse to rid bis 
country of the Palestinians 
who had contributed to 
Libya’s construction and 
progress for decades. Act- 
ing cruelly and inhumanely 
Muammar Qadhafi is com- 
mitting a crime against 
these people who have wit- 
nessed oppression , depor- 
tation and eviction first 
from their own homeland 
and second from certain 
Arab states , said the writer. 
The Palestinians in Libya 
do not necessarily agree 
with Arafat and the Oslo 
agreement but still they are 
evicted from Libya on the 
grounds that they now have 
a home to settle in and a 
president and government 
to handle their affairs , 
added the writer, what is 
ironic , she said, is to see 
Qadhafi offering to pay the 
expenses for the defence of 
a former Italian prime min- 
ister accused of coiruption 
and bribery and ordering 
the expulsion of homeless 
Palestinian Arabs from his 
Arab country which contin- 
ues to brag about the need 
to unite the Arab nation. 

A writer in A1 Dustour 
described Libya’s expul- 
sion of the Palestinians as a 
dangerous gambit that 
should open the eyes of tbe 
Arab nation and the world 
at large to the need for the 
Palestinians to be repatriat- 
ed to their Palestine home- 
land. Taber A1 Ad wan said 
that the Israeli government 
which continues to close 
the door before the Pales- 
tinians return and Syria, 
Egypt and Lebanon which 
refuse to receive the evict- 
ed Palestinians from Libya 
together bear a serious 
responsibility towards the 
Palestinians. The writer 
said that it is true that Libya 
is committing a crime 
against die Pales tinians but 
Arab states share the blame 
for failing to help end the 
Palestinian people's plight 
by refusing to host them 
until the time has come for 
their repatriation. 


Ali Safadi a writer in A1 
Dustour said that Qadhafi 
has followed in the foot- 
steps of the Nazi leaders of 
Germany by 'creating con- 
centration camps for 
unwanted people, depriv- 
ing them of their basic 
human rights. The writer 
said that this shameful act 
reflects die dreams of an 
unstable person to attain 
glory at the expense of tbe 
misery of others, a behav- 
iour that has won him the 
enmity of the world. Not- 
ing that Qadhafi might 
have resorted to expelling 
tbe Palestinians as a means 
for drawing the world’s 
attention to Libya’s 
predicament caused by the 
UN sanctions, the writer 
said that Libya’s leader has 
proved that he is totally 
devoid of any humanitarian 
sentiments and is intent 
only to attain selfish goals 
and d reams . < 

Lauding the efforts of toe 
Palestinian negotiators 
with Israel for clinching toe 
Taba agreement, a writer in 
A1 Ra’i called on the Arab 
states to extend all possible 
support to toe Palestinian 
leadership to help it pursue 
efforts for regaining most 
of toe usurped territories of 
Palestine. Mohammad 
Qaryuti said that it is true 
that the Taba agreement 
falls short of achieving tbe 
aspirations of the Palestin- 
ian people but in the face of 
the overwhelming odds the 
Palestinians have no alter : 
native but to accept what 
has been offered them and 
continue struggling for 
more . The writer said that 
it is true that most of the 
Palestinian lands will 
remain under Israel's con- 
trol but rejecting any agree- 
ment with Israel can by no 
means secure the return of 
even a small part of toe lost 
territory . 

Expressing deep satisfac- 
tion over the signing of the 
Taba agreement which 
enables the Palestinians to 
expand their self rule, a 
writer in al Ra’i said that 
the Pales tinian!; ate DO 
doubt happy at achieving 
one more step towards cre- 
ating their own indepen- 
dent state. Tawfiq Abul 
Rub said that under the 
agreement Israeli forces 
pull out from Palestinian 
towns to be substituted by 
Palestinian police force , 
thus no more co nfr ontation 
between Palestinian 
youths and Israeli troops is 
expected and no more 
blood is shed. Tbe writer 
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said that toe majority of 
Arab people are optimistic 
that they will see tbe Arab- 
land returning in full to 
their legitimate owners in 
toe long run noting that toe 
agreement signed in Wash- 
ington is bound to open tbe 
door for tbe Palestinians to 
regain their full rights step 
by step. 

Commenting on toe 
Palestine . president’s 
address at tbe White House 
signing of the Taba agree- 
ment, a writer in Al Dus- 
tour said that bis call for 
making Jerusalem as toe 
capital of world peace and 
a symbol of peace between 
toe Palestinian and the 
Israeli people had had its 
impact on his audience and 
the world at large. Abdul- 
lah Al Qaq said that with 
his words Arafat has con- 
veyed to die world that tbe 
Palestinian leadership is 
totally committed to tbe 
peace process in deed 
rather than words. The 
writer said that the agree- 
ment constitutes a turning 
point in the life of both the 
Israelis and toe Palestinians 
who have got tired of war 
and bloodshed and are opt- 
ing for a permanent peace . 

Commenting on Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s address at tbe white 
house ceremony for toe 
signing of the Taba agree- 
ment Sal ah Jarrar. a writer 
in Al Ra’i said that Rabin 
has seized tbe opportunity 
in order the present to tbe 
world a picture of the Jews 
whom he claimed to be tbe 
victims of acts of terrorism. 
In his speech Rabin has 
referred to tbe buses that 


were blown up by the 
Palestinian resistance as 
acts of terrorism while the 
world at large realises tbe 
fact that it is tbe Israelis 
who have been persecuting 
tbe Palestinians and com- 
mitting all kinds of atroci- 
ties against them over the 
last 50 years. The writer 
said that while Rabin tried 
to deny tbe Pales tinian peo- 
ple their eighty to resist 
occupation be painted a 
picture of tbe Jews as vic- 
tims of terrorism and need 
sympathy and protection 
and support from tbe 
world. The world, said the 
writer can never forget toe 
massacres committed 
against the Palestinians at 
the hands of tbe Israelis 
who never lose a moment 
in-tbeir attempts to consoli- 
date their occupation of 
Palestine and hegemony 
over toe Arab region. 

In Fabd Fanek’s view, 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres’ suggestion 
that a confederation be set 
up between the Palestinians 
and Jordan is aimed at 
including Jordan in addi- 
tion to destine under tbe 
umbrella of Israeli domina- 
tion . Tbe columnist who 
writes for al Ra'i daily said 
that with this suggestion 
Israel is also aiming at 
killing the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s dream of establishing 
an independent Palestine 
state close to Israel. The 
writer alsO'Said that by cre- 
ating a Jordanian Palestin- 
ian confederation Israel is 
certain that toe confederal 
government will make it 
impossible for any group to 


launch attacks on Israel. He 
said with toe Palestinians 
and the Jordanians forming ; 
a united confederal state, 
(be long-time Israeli dream 
of finding a substitute 
homeland for toe Palestini- 
ans would be fulfilled . 

Saleh Qallab, a writer in 
Al Dustour, predicted that 
tbe U.S. administration will 
now focus its attention to 
promote toe peace process 
on the Israeli Syrian track. 
Now that tbe Jsraeli Pales- 
tinian agreement has been 
signed expanding tbe self- 
rule areas, the Americans 
are hopeful that the Syrians 
will be encouraged to come 
forward and step up efforts 
to reach an accord with 
Israel over the Golan, said 
the writer. In addition said 
toe writer the Clinton 
administration is putting its 
weight behind the Amman 
economic summit in order 
to lend further support to 
the Taba agreement 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians and to lay toe 
cornerstone for the new 
Middle East order in which 
all peoples and all states 
can work together for col- 
lective security and devel- 
opment He said that toe 
Americans are desperate to 
get Syria involved in toe 
peace process because it is 
convinced that no lasting 
peace can be achieved in its 
absence . 

A writer in AJ Dustour 
warned against toe execu- 
tion of a court order on 
evicting toe residents of Al 
Hussein refugee camp from 
their homes. Yasser Zaa- 
treh reminded tbe govern- 


ment that tbe hundreds of 
thousands of people living 
in these camps bold full 
Jordanian nationality on 
tbe one hand and that they 
are refugees living in Jor- 
dan since the 1948 war on 
the other . The writer said 
since toe fate of the 194S 
refugees has been left for 
the final phase of the peace 
process, these people have 
toe right to continue living 
in Jordan. He said that the 
government ought to find a 
way to guarantee tbe 
refugees toe right to stay in 
their camps until a -final 
decision has been taken on 
their fate and not to leave 
them as victims to their 
worries and facing the 
unknown. 

Al Dustour columnist 
Fakhri Kawar commented 
on the recent killing of a 
government school student 
at the hands of his col- 
leagues by saying that toe 
schools are in need of 
social reform as much as 
the educational process in 
Jordan. He said that the 
public have been hearing 
reports about teachers beat- 
ing students and of shame- 
ful acts of violence among 
the students and finally 
murder, which shows a 
greater need for genuine 
reform. The writer said 
while investigations by the 
security services into the 
latest violence continue, 
toe ministry of education is ' 
duty-bound to take its own 
action that will ensure safe 
and sound atmosphere for 
toe students to learn and to 
be good citizens free of any 
tendency towards violence 
in their society. 
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Knesset passes self-rule agreement 


(Continued from page )) 

Under the accord, Israeli 
troops will gradually with- 
draw from Palestinian 
population centres in the 
West Bank to allow for wider , 
self-rule and Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

- In Palestinian-ruled Gaza. 
Mr. Arafat said he was not 
surprised by the Knesset's 
decision. 

"This was expected. 
Actually. I can't imagine that 
they would refuse what the 
bad agreed before." he told 
reporters. Asked when he 
thought Israeli redeployment 
would begin. Mr. Arafat 
said: “Within days.” 

Government opponents in 
Israel said the agreement 


would pave the way for the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state in all of the land seized 
in the 1967 Middle East war.' 

The close parliamentary 
vote and defection of two 
Labour members showed 
how support for Mr. Rabin's 
centre-left coalition has 
shrunk in the Knesset since 
the 1993 landmark accord 
with the PLO which estab- 
lished self-rule in Gaza and 
Jericho in May 1994. 

That first agreement, 
reached after decades of en- 
mity, received solid support 
in Israel's parliament, passing 
by a vote of 61-50. 

“The leftist government, 
under the guise of im- 
plementing the autonomy 
plan... is wailing today for 'a 


Palestinian state." opposition 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
told parliament on Thursday. 
“Mr. Prime Minister, this is 
your vision.” 

Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. 
Rabin are running neck-to- 
neck in Israeli opinion polls. 

The Israeli cabinet and the 
PLO Executive Committee 
already endorsed the deal to 
extend autonomy, before 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat signed 
it in Washington. “This gov- 
ernment has decided to give 
peace a chance," Mr. Rabin 
said at the start of the session 
on Thursday. He described 
the accord as “a major step in 
the settlement of the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict." 

He ‘ insisted that Israel 
would hold on to greater 


Jerusalem, including the east- 
ern sector, under a final set- 
tlement to be hammered out 
after the five-year period of 
-interim Palestinian auton- 
omy. 

Israel would also keep the 
Jordan Valley and some set- 
tlements, notably near Beth- 
lehem in the West Bank, the 
prime minister argued, over 
several interruptions from 
hecklers. 

“The future border will be 
to the east of the ceasefire 
line of June 4, 1967.” before 
the war in which Israel seized 
Arab Jerusalem as well as the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
said Mr. Rabin. 

The West Bank deal would 
lead to a separate “Palesti- 
nian entity... but less than a 
state.” the prime minister 
reiterated. 


Reports conflict over PNA-Hamas deal 


(Continued from page 1) 
latter “showed goodwill and 
released the prisoners as well 
as halted all oppressive mea- 
sures against the movement.” 

But he said that Hamas 
would not be willing to stop 
its attacks, not even from 
PLO-ruled areas, because 
that would constitute the 
movement giving up one of 
its main strategic options. 

Hamas leaders abroad 
have adopted a much harder 
line than activists in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Even if an agreement is 
approved, Hamas might not 
be able to control rogue gun- 
men in its ranks. 

Hamas is Mr. Arafat's 
main political rival and the 
leading opponent to the 
Israel-PLO autonomy agree- 
ments. It has carried out a 
series of suicide bus bomb- 
ings in Israel in an attempt to 
derail the peace talks. 

The bombings have killed 
dozens of Israelis over the 
past two years and have been 
largely responsible for erod- 
ing public support m Israel 
for die peace talks with the 
Palestinians. 

Israeli Housing Minister 


Binyamtn Ben-Eliezer said 
Friday he was ready to give 
the group the benefit of the 
doubt. “If Hamas, like the 
PLO, gets up tomorrow and 
says, 'I am turning over a new 
leaf," we shouldn't just toss it 
aside,” he told Israel Radio. 
“We have nothing to loose.” 

An official in Mr. Arafat's 
government said Friday thar 
the agreement, if approved, 
could spell an end to Hamas 
attacks on Israelis. 

As the PLO takes control 
of West Bank towns and vil- 
lages over the next few 
months, the number of possi- 
ble launching sites for Hamas 
attacks will be sharply re- 
duced, said the official. 

Sheikh Jamal Mansour, a 
Hamas leader in the West 
Bank town of Nablus, said 
any draft would have to be 
approved by the leadership 
abroad. He said that in prin- 
ciple, he supported an end to 
attacks. 

“We are for conciliation 
and stability, and we want to 
participate in the political 
fabric,” he said. 

Hamas and PNA officials 
have been negotiating for 
months in an attempt to work 


out the terms of political par- 
ticipation for Hamas. 

The dialogue was inter- 
rupted repeatedly after 
Hamas carried out fresh 
bombings and PNA police 
rounded up the group's lead- 
ers in response. 

However, the negotiations 
continued and several weeks 
ago, Hamas officials said they 
had taken secret steps to set 
up a political party ahead of 
Palestinian elections this 
spring. 

Jn the latest signal of re- 
conciliation, Mr. Arafat this 
week permitted the Hamas 
weekly AI Watan to resume 
publication. He had shut 
down the newspaper two 
months ago after it published 
an article critical of the PLO 
chairman. 

A Hamas official said the 
Palestinian police has round- 
ed up at least 30 activists of 
Hamas. 

The source, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the arrests were made late 
Wednesday in the southern 
border town of Rafah. He 
said the police gave no ex- 
planation for their action. 

No immediate confirma- 


tion was available from the 
Palestinian police. 

Israel on Thursday asked 
the United States to extradite 
the political leader of Hamas. 

Israel wants to try Musa 
Abu Marzouk on charges of 
murder and conspiracy, said 
justice ministry spokes- 
woman Etty Eshed. 

In its 900-page extradition 
request, Israel said Mr. Abu 
Marzouk was involved in 
planning several bus bomb- 
ings, including explosions in 
1994 in towns of Tel Aviv, 
Afula and Hadera that killed 
37 people. Ms. Eshed said 
Israel submitted evidence 
linking Mr. Abu Marzouk 
directly to the blasts. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk was de- 
tained at Kennedy Interna- 
tional Airport on July 25 
after his name showed up on 
a list of suspects. Mr. Abu 
Marzouk has lived in the 
United States for 14 years. 

In August, the U.S. gov- 
ernment began extradition 
proceedings against mm, 
arresting him on Israeli 
charges of terrorism. A com- 
plaint unsealed at the hearing 
said Mr. Abu Marzouk is 
head of the Hamas political 
bureau, the top leadership 
group. 

The next hearing is sche- 
duled for Oct. 17. 


Syria maintains hardline in talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

Syiia remains committed-to 
the" peace process launched in 
October 1991. 

After Thursday's talks with 
Mr. Christopher, Mr. Sharaa 
said: 

“We have agreed that we 
will continue discussions in 
order to find out what is the 
best way to resume peace 
talks between Syria and 
Israel.” 

He accused Israel of reneg- 
ing on previously agreed 
principles for security 
arrangements and reiterated 
Syrian opposition to an 
Israeli military presence on 
the Golan Heights. 

"That is out of the ques- 
tion. No ground presence on 
the Golan Heights... this is in 
contradiction with the princi- 
ples which we reached (with 
Israel) on security arrange- 


ments,” the Syrian minister 
told reporters. 

The principles include de- 
militarised zones, early warn- 
ing systems and other items. 
Syria has rejected Israeli 
proposals for early warning 
posts on Syrian soil and prop- 
osed aerial surveillance in- 
stead, something Mr. Sharaa 
mentioned o.n Thursday. 

“Syria believes there can 
never be a just, comprehen- 
sive peace in the region with- 
out full withdrawal of Israel 
from the Golan Heights to 
the line of June 4, 1967, and 
from south of Lebanon.,, 
these are the bases on which 
we can resume the peace 
talks," he said. 

Despite the lack of an 
agreement to resume nego- 
tiations with Israel, Mr. Shar- 
aa described his talks with 
Mr. Christopher as good and 
constructive and insisted 


Syria remains committed to 
the prospect of pursuing 
peace with the Jewish staft. 
With rite new IsraeltPLO 


accord as a backdrpp,' 
Washington has been aiming 
'to break the impasse between 
Syria and Israel, the last ma- 
jor obstacle to a comprehen- 
sive Middle East peace. 

But as Thursday’s talks be- 
gan, State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 
held out Httle hope of an 
early breakthrough. 

“Our expectations are that 
this is going to be very diffi- 
cult." Mr. Burns said of pros- 
pects for getting Israel and 
Syria to resume direct talks 
on security issues. 

U.S. officials are hoping 
the latest Israel-PLO pact 
will clear the way for all 
parties to refocus efforts on 
the Israeli-Syrian peace track 
after three months of no visi- 


ble progress. 

Israel and the United 
States say Syria reneged on a 
deal to hold follow-up talks 
by lcrwer-level military offic- 
ers. 

But Mr. Sharaa called this 
ju&fa “detail” and insisted 
“Syria was not the side that 
stalled negotiations." 

In separate comments, 
Gen. Sbihabi also warned of 
a fresh war in the region. 

“What Israel wants is to 
resolve the problem its own 
way by perpetuating its 
occupation of Arab land, 
obliterating the legitimate 
Arab rights and reaching 
separate, fragile agreements 
that to do not secure a solid 
base for a just and durable 
peace," Gen. Shihabi told 
the United Arab Emirates 
daily AI Bayan. 

“This, in our opinion, will 
only lead to intensified Israeli 
aggression and permanent 
tension that increases the 
possibility of -a fresh war." 


Fighting in Bosnia for pre-truce gains 


(Continued from page 1) 
join those of our allies under 
NATO command with clear 
rules of engagement” 

Russia, welcoming the 
Bosnian ceasefire agreement, 
hinted that a way may be 
worked out to allow the Rus- 
sian military to take part in a 
NATO-led peace force. 

As NATO defence minis- 
ters met to discuss ways of 
tying Russia into the peace 
implementation force. Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
was quoted as saying that 
Russia “should not be aller- 


gic to all NATO operations.” 

President Boris Yeltsin 
threw his backing behind the 
ceasefire shortly after it was 
announced on Thursday, 
saying the main thing was for 
it to be strictly observed once 
it came into effect next Tues- 
day. 

U.N.officials in Zagreb 
said that about 1,000 Croa- 
tian army soldiers had cros- 
sed the border into Bosnia’s 
northwestern Bihac enclave, 
heightening the chances of 
new flareups with rebel 
Serbs. On Thursday, they 


had reported 100 Croatian 
soldiers in the region. . 

Croatian troops were cru- 
cial to a joint govenuneot- 
Croat offensive that won 
back wide swaths of territory 
from the Serbs during recent 
months. Croatia is not a party 
to the ceasefire, but Mr. Hol- 
brooke said in Zagreb Thurs- 
day that Croatian “participa- 
tion has been indispensable" 
in reaching it. 

Troops continued jock- 
eying for position in north- 
west Bosnia. Bosnian Serb 


television reported late 
Thursday that Serb fighters 
advancing on government- 
held Kljuc had entered the 
town, 140 kilometres north- 
west of Sarajevo. The United 
Nations could not confirm 
that; Friday, saying it had no 
presence in the region. 

As a sign of expectations 
for the accord, the United 
Nations announced it would 
soon begin reducing its 
peacekeeping force in Bosnia 
by about one-third, to 21,000 
troops. U.N. officials in 
Sarajevo said Friday the first 
pullouts should start by the 
end of the month. 


Blast injures 13 in Paris 

(Continued from page 1) 


his coffin to a grave, the 
newspaper Le Monde pub- 
lished a 1992 interview in 
which Kelkal poured out his 
grievances against France, 
complaining bitterly there 
was no justice for Arabs. 

“Frankly, as Arabs, justice 
is not for us,” he told the 
interviewer, a German 
sociologist, “There are two 
levels of justice.” 

Kelkal, a 24-year-old petty 
delinquent who became 
France's most wanted man. 
was shot dead in an exchange 
°f gunfire with paramilitary 
gendarmes last Friday after a 
three-day manhunt. 

His fingerprints had been 
found on a bomb that failed 
*9 explode beside a high- 
rail line in August. 
Five other bombs since July 
Killed seven people and 
wounded more than 130. 

Keikal’s death sparked a 
contrvqrsy # over whether 
police shot him in self- 
defence or finished him off in 
cold blood. For the past 


week, riots have rocked the 
suburbs of Vaulx-en-Velin, 
crowded with unemployed 
immigrant families, where’ he 
lived. 

Fearing Kelkal could be- 
come a hero for France's 
rootless Muslim youth, the 
authorities tried to minimise 
news coverage of his funeral. 
The local police chief 
appealed for "respect. for his 
family and responsible be- 
haviour.” 

French television quoted 
police sources as saying Fri- 
day's blast was likely of cri- 
minal origin, but that the 
explosion was not as power- 
ful as previous bombings that 
shook France since July. 

But officials said the explo- 
sion came from a gas canister 
loaded with nuts and bolts, 
similar to others planted 
since late July. 

A mailman discovered a 
Suspicious bag in the trash 
can and alerted police who 
cordoned off the area, but 
the explosion took place be- 
fore a bomb squad arrived, 
police said. 


Egypt, Libya 


(Continued from page 1) 
Libya and must end in Libya. 
Either Libya allows the 
Palestinians to return to their 
homes there or Israel allows 
them into the Ga 2 a Strip." 
Mr. Subeih said. 

The Palestinian Group 
Hamas appealed to Col. 
Qadhafi on Thursday to put 
an immediate stop’ to the 
expulsions. 

“We call on our brother 
Moammar Qadhafi to go 
back immediately on his un- 
justifiable decision,” the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) said in a statement. 


"We aeplore these expul- 
sions, especially since- we 
were expecting Qadhafi to 
announce during his press 
conference relations between 
the two peoples and huma- 
nitarian and judicial consid- 
erations." 

Hamas, which opposes the 
Israel-PLO autonomy 
accords, said: "The way the 
Libyan authorities are going 
about the expulsion of 
Palestinians is likely to in- 
crease the pressure on the 
Palestinian people and force 
them to accept an unjust set- 
tlement." 


Cult leader 
is detained 

(Con tinned from page 1) 

• 

come the’ cult’s most visible 
member and its de-facto lead- 
er. for what reports said was 
involvement with perjury in a 
court case over a cult land 
transaction. 


Mr. Joyu, whose boyish 
good looks and frequent tele- 
vision appearances -have 
gained him a following of 
young Japanese women, has 
led the cult since its leader. 
Shoko Asahara.was arrested 
May 16 for allegedly master- 
minding a March 20 nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo subways. 
Mr. Asahara’s trial starts 
Oct. 26. 



This young Afghan girl (above) stepped on a mine near her village and the Cambodian child below leads his cattle 
through the mine Geld sun- minding his village (XCRC photo) 





The landmines carnage 


THE REVIEW Conference 
of the 1980 U.N. Weapons 
Convention (1980 United 
Nations Convention on’ 
Prohibitions or Restrictions 
on the Use of Certain Con- 
ventional Weapons Which 
May be Deemed to be Ex- 
cessively Injurious or to 
Have Indiscriminate 
Effects) is currently being held 
in Vienna to discuss proposed 
amendments as recom- 
. mended by the Group of 
Governmental Experts. 
The group of 30 specialists 
(experts in defence technol- 
ogy, policy advisers, mem- 
bers of various research in- 
stitutes, scientists, military 
officers and legal experts) 
held four preparatory meet- 
ings in February, May. and 
August 1994 and finally in 
January 1995 and designed 
recommendations for the 
Vienna Review Conference 
later this month to be dis- 
cussed by all participating 
governments. The Interna- 
tional Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) was 
named special rapporteur 
to the groups of experts, in 
view of its capacity as guar- 
dian of the Geneva Con- 
ventions and the interna- 
tional humanitarian law 
(IHL) which aim at provid- 
ing protection and assist- 
ance to the victims of armed 
conflicts. 

The 1980 U.N. Weapons 
Convention has the purpose 
of codifying and developing 
specific rules on the use of 
weapons, either by totally 
prohibiting the use of cer- 
tain weapons, or by regulat- 
ing their use. so that the 
customary principles of 
IHL on the use of weapons 
are given, concrete express- 
ion in treaty form. Howev- 
er, in many respects this 
convention has not 
achieved its aim. not only 
because it has been insuffi- 
ciently ratified or im- 
plemented. but also be- 
cause in many ways it does 
not provide’ the means 
needed to prevent the ex- 
cessive damage that is 
actually being caused in 
armed conflicts. In particu- 
lar. rhe convention relies 
too extensively on regulat- 
ing behaviour in relation to 
. the use of certain weapons, 
which is frequently difficult 
to enforce, rather than pro- 
hibiting rhe use of certain 


types of weapons 
altogether. 

Anti-personnel land- 
mines and the likely de- 
velopment of laser weapons 
in the future are definitely 
among the certain weapons 
that should be banned or 
their use is tightly res- 
tricted. 

The use of landmines has 
in the past decades resulted 
in an acure human tragedy. 
Apart from the appalling 
number of casualties they 
cause, anti-personnel mines 
inflict the most horrific 
wounds, strike blindly at all 
human beings alike and 
continue to spread terror 
for decades after hostilities 
have ended. 

More than 250 million 
landmines, including appro- 
ximately 200 million anti- 
personnel landmines have 
been manufactured over 
the past 25 years in more 
than 50 countries. Accord- 
ing to U.N. estimates. land- 
mines kill more children 
than soldiers. Around 800 
lives, mostly civilians, are 
claimed by landmines every 
month and deprive many 
thousands more of limbs or 
eyesight. Many .of these 
casualties occur years after 
hostilities have ceased. But 
still, more anti-personnel 
landmines continue to be 
produced at an average rate 
of 5 to 10 million per year. 

Hundreds of thousands 
of people around the world, 
mostly civilians, have lost 
their limbs as a result of 
mine injuries. For many 
mine amputees, the price of 
an artificial limb is far 
beyond reach. According to 
an ICRC field evaluation, a 
prosthesis for a child should 
be replaced every six 
months, and for an adult 
every three to five years. A 
10-year-old child with a life 
expectancy of another 40 to 
50 years will need 25 
prosthesis. At a cost of $ 1 25 
per each prosthesis, a child 
will spend $3,125 on artifi- 
cial limbs in his or her 
lifetime. In countries were 
average incomes are only 
510-15 a month, it is easy to 
see why prostheses are con- 
sidered a luxury. 

The effects on commun- 
ity life can be devastating. 
With peace, communities 
already shattered by war 
must rebuild their homes 


and villages, find new pas- 
tures and farmland, and 
seek out new markets for 
their goods. Yet. landmines 
can seriously hinder the 
ability of a country to re- 
build its postwar economy. 
Landmines could be easily 
planted around vital econo- 
mic installations during 
wartime, but the costy and 
time consuming clearing of 
landmines would delayThe 
recovery of the economy, 
disrupt transportation, les- 
sen exports and endangers 
economic development. 

At the present, there are 
around 100 million anti- 
personnel mines littered 
’throughout the world, 33 
million of them are scat- 
tered in Arab and Islamic 
countries. 

The U.N. has estimated 
the costs of clearance of 
$300- $500 per mine and up 
to around 1.300 years to 
clear a meaningful portion 
of rhe unexploded mines 
strewn worldwide. This 
mindless carnage could 
grow beyond any foreseen 
control, perhaps quite 
rapidly, in the future in 
view of the threats of re- 
newed hostilities in existing 
landmine-afflicted nations: 
the likelihood of increased 
ethnic and religious conflict 
around the world, and in- 
creasing involvement of 
more nations in landmine 
production and trade. 

The ICRC is convinced 
that the only clear and 
effective means of ending 
the suffering inflicted on 
civilians by anti-personnel 
landmines is their total pro- 
hibition. As a matter of 
fact, any set of partial mea- 
sures short of the total ban. 
fall far short of the goal of 
protecting civilians from the 
indiscriminate effects of 
. mines and are likely to re- 
sult in continued civilian 
carnage for many years to 
come. Therefore ."the ICRC 
appeals for the support of 
its initiative to be presented 
ar the coming review con- 
ference to impose a total 
and binding ban on the 
manufacturing and use of 
anti-personnel landmines. 

The same should be 
equally applicable to blind- 
ing weapons, the produce, 
of advance laser technology' 
which has developed rapid- 
ly in recent years. Conse- 


quently, within a few years, 
soldiers, police and even 
.civilians may encounter a 
new and haunting force on 
the battlefield and on city 
streets — blinding laser 
weapons. Public abhorr- 
ence at the sight of poison- 
gas victims 80 years ago led 
to the 1925 Geneva Pro- 
tocol prohibiting the use of 
chemical and biological 
weapons in warfare. Now is 
the time to act and prevent 
such a thrilling and very 
likely threat instead of wait- 
ing for a flood of blinded 
soldiers or civilians. 

Therefore, it is significant 
to add the laser weapons on 
the agenda of the review 
conference. This could be 
the last opportunity to take 
preventive action, particu- 
larly since the widespread 
introduction and use of las- 
er blinding weapons would, 
dramatically and unneces-. 
sarily increase the level of 
long term suffering ftom. 
warfare and the costs of 
treating casualties. The 
ICRC appeals to govern- 
ments, ordinary citizens, 
military personnel, parlia- 
mentarians and organisa- 
tions concerned with the 
protection of humanity to 
ensure that in 1995 inten- 
tional blinding is specifical- 
ly prohibited under interna- 
tional law. The September 
1995 review conference of 
states parties to the 1980 
U.N. Weapons Convention 
presents a rare and prob-‘ 
ably unrepeatable oppor- 
tunity to stigmatise blinding 
as a method of warfare and, 
thereby, prevent a new 
wave of unnecessary human 
suffering. 

The review conference of 
the 1980 U.N. Weapons 
Convention — the first 
since the treaty came into 
force in 1983 — offers a 
unique opportunity to take 
such decisive restrictive and 
preventive action. As a 
matter of fact, there is a 
need for regular reviews of 
.this convention to evaluate 
the effectiveness of its pro- 
visions and also take timely 
preventive measures in re- 
lation to new develop- 
ments, whether entirely 
new weapons or new de- 
signs of existing weapons, 
that are likely to create 
weapons. 

ICRC 









fcJ.^SS 



^pniN TIMES, SATURDAY, QCTOBE^^^ 


AFM invigorated 
ahead of MENA 


By a Jordan limes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Turnover and 
prices at the Amman Stock 
Market edged up this week, 
with investor enthusiasm rid- 
ing high ahead of this 
month's Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit, brokers said 
Thursday. 

The main gains were post- 
ed in the commercial banking 
sector as several banks have 
announced registering strong 
performances in the Erst 
eight months of the year. 

Turnover for the week en- 
ding Thursday was JD 10.3 
million, up nearly 10 per cent 
from the previous week and 
prices closed moderately 
higher. 

The weekly report of the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) said the general price 
index based on 60 major 
companies from among the 
120 listed in the market 
closed at 160.4 points, up 0.7 


points or 0.4 per cent higher 
for the week. 

The market report said 4.6 
million shares changed hands 
during the week under 4.001 
contracts concluded during 
the week, and average daily 
Trading registered JD 2. 1 mil- 
lion compared with JD 1.9 
million last week. 

Commercial banks and 
financial institutions led sec- 
toral trading with a volume of 
JD 5.36 million, followed by 
industrials with JD 3.61 mil- 
lion. the services sector with 
JD 1.2 million and insurances 
stocks with JD 160.000. 

The banking sector index 
gained 1.2 per cent, insur- 
ance went down by 0.4 per 
cent, industrial declined by 
0.6 per cent and services slip- 
ped by 1.5 per cent. 

The week's business saw 
stocks of 90 companies 
changing hands; 2$ of them 
closed for the week with 
gains while 50 slipped and the 
prices of 12 remained un- 


changed. 

Brokers said investors 
were attracted by signs that 
the commercial banks would 
be doing booming business in 
financing projects in the 
country stemming from the 
Oct. 29-31 MENA summit. 

“The effect' of the recent 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) decision to allow local 
banks to lend in foreign cur- 
rency from their foreign ex- 
change deposits is showing 
strongly in the market now." 
said an AFM dealer. 

According to CBJ officials, 
the move was aimed at letting 
local banks to gain better 
from their deposits held in 
foreign banks by using the 
funds to finance local pro- 
jects with foreign participa- 
tion. 

Jordanian banks, which 
hold more than four billion 
dinars in total deposits, have 
.about $2.8 billion of the 
funds of foreign currency 
accounts. 


G7 to promise more action 
to aid world economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Policymakers from rich in- 
dustrial nations are expected 
to declare on Saturday that 
the crisis-prone world eco- 
nomy is on the mend and to 
promise that they will take 
further action to make sure it 
stays that way. 

Officials from rhe powerful 
Group of Seven (G7) indust- 
rial nations said that will 
mean working together to 
keep the dollar strong and 
acting on their own to put 
their economies in better 
shape, in most cases by cut- 
ting bloated government 
budget deficits. 

“we’re going to see solid 
growth (in 1996),” U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin said. “(But) anybody 
who is complacent simply 
doesn't understand (the out- 
look).” 

The G7 gathering — which 
brings together finance minis- 
ters and central bank chiefs 
from Britain. r.Ganada. 
France, Germany. Italy, 
Japan and the United States- 
— - will take place on the 
fringes of the annual meeting 
of the International Monet- 
ary Fund and World Bank. 

The IMF has forecast that 
world economic growth will 
pick up next year to 4.1 per 
cent from 3.7 per cent this 
year and 3.6 per cent in 1994. 

The outlook though did 
not always look so bright. 


Earlier this year, a near 
financial meltdown in Mexico 
cast a pall over the economies 
of developing countries while 
a drooping dollar threatened 
to derail economic recoveries 
in Europe and especially 
Japan. 

Both crises though ended 
up being contained without 
lasting fall-out on the world 
economy. 

After coming to the brink 
of default on its foreign debts 
in January, Mexico said on 
Thursday that it was repaying 
S700 million of the S12.5 bil- • 
lion it borrowed from the 
United States as part of a $50 
billion international rescue 
package. 

Meanwhile, the dollar has 
soared some 20 per cent 
against the Japanese yen 
since hitting a record low in 
April, helped by concerted 
buying on world foreign ex- 
change markets by Japan, the 
United' States and Germany. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said the 
stronger dollar should aid 
world growth by taking press- 
ure off the hard- pressed 
Japanese economy and its ex- 
porters. A weaker yen makes 
Japanese goods more com- 
petitive on world markets, 
boosting corporate confi- 
dence there and reducing the 
risk of worker layoffs. 

In an interview on Reuters 
Financial Television, the IMF 


chief even said that a small 
further rise of the dollar 
would be welcome. 

“The United States wants a 
strong dollar.” U.S. Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers said. “It's some- 
thing we’re working with 
other countries to bring ab- 
out.” 

The currency markets 
though are betting that the 
G7 will not put its money 
where its mouth is and back 
up its calls for a strong dollar 
with further dollar purchases 
in the currency market. That 
:s one reason why the dollar 
slipped below 100 yen here 
on Thursday, from a high last 
month of dose to 105. ' 

Interviewed Thursday on 
CNN’s Moneyline television 
programme. Mr. Summers 
though warned the markets 
against betting against the 
G7. 

At their meeting on Satur- 
day,- G7 policymakers are 
also expected to discuss ways 
to combat future Mexi co- 
style economic crises by 
establishing a S50 billion 
warchest at the IMF.. 

The United States and its 
industrial nation allies are 
already committed to provid- 
ing the IMF with $25 billion 
in emergency funds. But they 
want to double that, partly 
through contributions from 
the emerging economic 
powerhouses of Asia. 


THE Daily Crossword by c.f. Murray 


ACROSS 
1 Money 
5 Remove, as a 
hat 

9 Med. sch. 
course 

1 3 Golf club 

14 Haggard of song 

15 Temperate or 
torrid 

16 Thrill 

17 Rodrigo Diaz de 
Bivar 

1 8 “Laugh-In” comic 
Johnson 

1 9 Lose firmness 

20 “Cheers" 
comedienne 

22 Acts of daring 

24 Sally Held’s 
Norma 

25 Mrs. Kowalski 

27 Thickening 

agent 

32 City of France 

33 Penned 

34 Full of: sutf. 

35 Fit 

36 Rshing 
device 

'37 Sub — 

(clandestine) 

38 “O Sole—" 

39 Stiffen 

40 Like 
supermarket 
items 

41 Carpenter’s 
item 

43 Elusive 

44 Time period 

45 Start of a 
Dickens classic 

46 Comic's foil 

51 Hallucinogen 

54 Lifeguard's beat 

55 Trompe— - 
(painting style) 

56 Tactic 

57 Before: pref. 

58 Papas 

59 “Damn 
Yankees" girt 

60 Bring up 

61 — buco (veal 
dish) 

62 Novelist 
Wister 
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DOWN • 

1 Osculate 

2 Sector 

3 Evangeline's 
creator 

4 Goal 

5 Removes, in 
printing 

6 Killer whale 

7 Impertinent 

8 Join in a union 

9 Flowering shrub 

10 Average 

11 Theater 
acronym 

12 Adolescent 
14 Zubin of music 

20 Respiratory 
sound 

21 Unusual 
23 Fashion 

magazine 

25 These can be 
grand 

26 Shin bone 

27 Come up 

28 Part of GWTW 

29 Robin — (Puck) 

30 Black-ink item 


Thursday’s puzzle solved 
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31 Prepared 
33 Cysts 

36 Harem 

37 Stir up 

39 Moldings 

40 Fictional sleuth 

42 Doctor 

43 Rat 

45 Essential acid 


46 Mast 

47 Manner of 
speaking 

48 Church tribunal 

49 — d- oeuvres 

50 Golf items 

52 Only 

53 Cannon of films 
56 Arab gp. 


U.S. issues new currency, old currency remains valid 


THE U.S. De p artment of the 
Treasury announced on 
September 27 that new $100 
notes mil be issued in early 
1996. Lower denominations 
will be introduced later at 
approximately six-to-12- 
month intervals. 

The Treasury Department 
also pointed out that, 
although the design change is 
being made for security 
reasons, only about one one- 
hundredth of 1 per cent of 
U.S. currency in circulation is 
found to be counterfeit and 
90 per cent of all known 
.counterfeit U.S. currency is 
seized before it readies the 
public. Federal Reserve 
banks are currently autho- 
rised to issue notes in de- 
nominations of $1, $5, $10, 
$20, $50 and $100. 

The process of replacing 
old currency is fairly simple. 
When banks and other de- 
pository institutions need to 
replenish their supply of cur- 
rency, such as when the pub- 
lic's need for cash increases 
during holiday shopping 
periods, these institutions 


order the cash from the 
Federal Reserve and the face 
value of that cash is charged 
to their accounts at the 
.Federal Reserve. In this way 
new currency can be intro- 
duced into the banking sys- 
tem and old currency re- 
moved. 

In addition, as part of their 
responsibility for main t a i n i n g 
the physical quality of U.S. 
paper currency in circulation, 
each day the Federal Reserve 
and Department of the 
Treasury carefully scrutinise 
milli ons of dollar of deposits 
at Federal Reserve Banks. 
Worn or mutilated notes are 
removed from circulation and 
destroyed. Counterfeit notes 
are forwarded to the U.S.' 
Secret Service, an agency of 
the Treasury Department. 
The $100 note is the most 
co mm on foreign -produced 
counterfeit note and the $20 
note is the most common 
domestically produced coun- 
terfeit note. 

Design ch a n ges 

The most significant visual 


difference between the new 
notes and the old notes .will 
be the portrait. The new note 
portrait will be larger, allow- 
ing more detail to be incorpo- 
rated, and thus easier to rec- 
ognise- Also, the portrait will 
be moved slightly off-centre, 
which will provide room for a 
watermark that will depict 
the same historical figure as 
die engraved portrait. The 
watermark, winch does not 
copy on colour copiers, will 
have both darker and lighter 
areas when held up to the 
light. Moving the portrait 
away from the centre, the 
area of highest wear, will 
reduce wear on the portrait. 

The currency also will in- 
clude concentric fine-line pat- 
terns that appear normal to 
the human eye but are diffi- 
cult for current digital elec- 
tronic scanning eauipment to 
properly resolve. These scan- 
ners have been a counterfeit- 
ing threat because when used 
with advanced colour copiers 
and printing equipment, they 
can produce fine detail repro- 
ductions, the department 


said. , _ 

The ink used in the new 
notes changes colour when 
viewed from different angles. 
It appears black when viewed 
directly and changes to green 
when the note is tilted. 

Other pre-existing security 
features will remain. These 
include a thin thread or 
ribbon running through a 
bank note's underlying layers 
that glows red when held 
under an ultraviolet light, 
and microprinting that 
appears as a thin line to the 
naked eye but can be read 
with a low-power magnifier. 

The Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing will provide 
machine manufacturers with 
new notes so they can pre- 
pare vending machines, auto- 
matic teller machines and 
other cash cash-handling 


equipment. While machine 
manufacturers will have to 
make modifications to 
accommodate the new bills, 
they will have a broader field 
of machine-readable features 
from which to choose to aut- 
henticate currency, the de- 
partment said. 

The department said that it 
cost about $765,000 to de- 
velop the new design. In 
addition, each currency note 
costs slightly less than 4 cents 
to produce. 

In 1995. the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing will 
produce about 9,000 million 
notes worth about $129,1X10 • 
million. About 95 per cent 
will replace unfii notes and 5 per 
cent will support economic 
growth, the department said. 
United States Information 
Service. 


Kuwait fund pays 6% 
cash for first half 95 


KUWAIT (R) — First In- 
vestment Fund, the first 
Kuwaiti stock market invest- 
ment vehicle open to fore- 
igners, will pay a cash di- 
vidend of six per cent for the 
first half of 1995, fond Mana- 
ger JCuwait Investment Com- 
pany (KJC) has said. 

KIC official Assad A1 Ben- 
wan said by telephone the 
payout worth 1.5 million di- 
nars ($5 million) would be 
made next week. 

The net value of the fund’s 
assets rose by 1 1.8 per cent in 
the six months to June 30. 
finishing at 1.141 dinar ($3.8) 
per unit compared to 1.020 
dinar (S3. 4) per unit on Janu- 
ary 1. 

Mr. Benwan noted this had 
outperformed the Kuwait 
stock exchange price index 
which rose 8.8 per cent dur- 
ing the period. 

• Foreigners based either in 


Kuwait or overseas may buy 
units in the fond, which in- 
vests in a basket of com- 
panies on the Gulf country’s 
exchange. It is the country's 
first mutual fond and the first 
instrument to invest on the 
exchange to allow participa- 
tion by foreigners. 

Only nationals of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states of the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia. Oman. Qatar and 
Kuwait may directly buy 
shares on the exchange. 

Mr. Benwan said exchange 
activity and share values had 
risen due to a string of priva- 
tisations and hopes of an 
easing of settlement terms for 
kragstamfing private sector 
b3d debt. 

Mr. Benwan said between 
800 and 850 investors had 
bought units in the closed- 
end fond launched in mid- 
1994 to create investment 


opportunities for small inves- 
tors. 

The fund has a capital of 25 
million dinars ($83 million)', a 
15-year term and permits in- 
vestors to redeem their hold- 
ings five years after launch of 
the fund. 

The fond is listed on the 
exchange and KIC has said it 
trades at a slight discount to. 
the net asset value per unit. 
There is a management fee of 
1.125 per cent, KIC has said. 

The custodian of the fond 
is Kuwait and Middle East 
Financial Investment Com- 
pany, a subsidiary of Bank of 
Kuwait and the Middle East 
BKME, K.E. The net asset value, 
of the fond stood this week at 
1.277 dinar ($4.25). 


‘Iraq, Russia discuss 
oilfield development’ 


BAGHDAD (R) — An 
Iraqi oil delegation is in 
Moscow to follow up con- 
tracts signed last April for 
the development of Iraqi 
oilfields, the official news- 
paper AI Iraq said on Fri- 
day. _ 

The delegation, headed 
by Deputy Oil Minister 
Faiz Shahin, is in Moscow 
at the invitation of the 
Russian government and 
Russian oil companies, 
the report said. 

“His visit was to follow 
up the fulfillment of the 
agreement signed between 
the two countries and the 
technical appendices of oil 
contracts,” said the story 
written from Moscow. 

“He (Shahin) added 
that negotiations were car- 
ried out fruitfully with the 
Russian energy minister 
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“This skin lotion opens your pores. 
How much did you use?” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hand Arnold and Mike Anjirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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Everybody else wont 
home "hours ago) 





WHAT THE HOSTS 
ENPEP UP WITH 
AFTER THE PARTY. 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

— ■vr' w w"<j 

...A A A 

(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: DUSKY THICK ABDUCT HECKLE 
Answer What the gamblers did on the crowded casino 
boat — STACKED THE DECK 


Print answer hem 



Andy Cap 
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WDVW-JUST/ygH/BO^I 

FINISH /'JUST PLAYED 
PLAVlNS? /THE BESTfiAME 

-f Eve a! look at 
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WHA'T IJUSTEHO. 

| fcHA I EIGHTEEN 
DO? / HOLES IN ' 
SEVENTY-TWO* 


/EIGHTEEN 
HOLES IN 
SEVENTH TWO?l 



and a number of special- 
ised oil companies, includ- 
ing the execution of the 
agreement to develop the 
oilfields of Gharb Al Qur- 
na One and Two, and 
other projects included in 
the agreements.'* 

Last April. Iraq 
announced it had signed a 
deal with Russia to further 
develop two giant oilfields 
in southern Iraq — West 
Quma and north Rumaila 
— which have the poten- 
tial to produce one million 
barrels per day. 

The agreement, which 
included other coopera- 
tion in the gas and oil 
industry, would take 
effect only afteer the end 
of U.N. sanctions imposed 
when Iraq invaded Kuwait 
in 1990. 

HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATUR- 
DAY, OCTOBER 7, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll Righter 

Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Don’t permit a private 
worry to depress you in the 
"morning, and later this even- 
ing you can come to a better 
understanding with 
mate. 


your 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Avoid a new contact who 
can be troublesome in the 
morning, and later this even- 
ing you have fine’ rapport 
with a business partner. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Avoid tbe public in the 
morning and later tonight 
plan your activities for the 
days ahead wisely so that you 
can expand. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Stick to plans 
made and don’t go off on any 
tangents, and later today you 
can have a wonderful time, 
especially at amusements. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t disagree over some bill 
in the morning today, and 
then you can handle home affairs 
more wisely with your loved 
ones. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be very care- 
ful in motion in the morning 
while on the highway, and 
after lunch you can see good 
friends and enjoy hobbies 
together. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get your en- 
vironment more as you prefer 
it to be in the morning today, 
then study financial affairs 
which are important. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Carry through 
with activities ahead of you 
and don’t use time foolishly. 
This evening can be very 
pleasurable for you and loved 
ones. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Don't get 
flustered today if conditions 
are not as you want them to 
be at your home, and 1 later 
tonight you can have fun with 
loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Don't make 
cutting remarks in the morn- 
ing, and later this evening 
.you can enjoy the company 
of good friends and fellow 
.associates. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Early today be 
careful in spending money 
and then later tonight you 
can accomplish a good deal of 
success in die business world. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You may feel dis- 
contented in the morning but 
can soon go out later tonight 
and get into interesting out- 
lets and you can become hap- 
py* 

Birthstone of October: Opal 
— Tourmaline 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press! 


Municipal 
councils 
urged to 
establish 
public 
r libraries, 
parks 

M inister of 
Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and 
the Environment Nader 
Thuheirat said his ministry 
will not endorse any mu- 
■ nicipal budget in the future 
unless the budget includes 
allocations for the estab- 
lishment of a public library 
and parks. Speaking at a 
meeting with the mayor of 
Salt and members of the 
city's municipal council,. 
Mr. Thuheirat called on 
municipal councils around 
the Kingdom to enrol 
citizens in drawing' 
municipal plans and called 
for setting up 
neighbourhood committees 
to aid municipal councils 
in their works. He also 
called on municipalities to 
benefit from the role of the 
armed forces and to collab- 
- orate with each other in 
^setting up joint service 
councils to be able to share 
machinery and cut on ex- 
penses. He said the 
Industrial Development 
Bank (IDB) has decided to 
.buy up to 50 per cent of 
the shares of any develop- 
ment project carried out by 
any municipality in the 
Kingdom. He also said 
municipalities have to 
work on’ their own to re- 
solve their problems and 
face challenges. (Al 
Dustour) 

* The Middle East 
Technology fair (METS. 
95) will open on the 
grounds of the Amman 
International Expo Oct. 18. 
Some 25 Jordanian and for- 
eign companies will take 
part in the fair, organised 
by the Jordan Computers 
Society. (Al Ra'i) 


* Director General of the 
Development and 
Employment Fund (DEF) 
Ali Qubaa'a said the fund 
was ready to provide job 
seekers with loans worth 
between JD 1,000 and JD 
10,000 to enable them to 
^unch income-generating,, 
productive projects. 
Speaking at a meeting of 
labour and employment de- 
partments around the 
Kingdom, Mr. Quba’a said 
the fund has thus far fi- 
nanced 2,025 projects 
worth JD 13 million. (Al 
Ra'i) 


* The Ministry of Energy 
and Mineral Resources has 
taken responsibility for the 
countryside electrification 
project which was earlier 
managed by the Jordan 
Electricity Authority 
(JEA), JEA Director 
General Mohammad Saeed 
Arafeh said. Mr. Arafeh 
said the measure to separate 
the project from the author- 
ity and annex it to the min- 
istry was carried out fol- 

lowing a recent Council of 
Ministers meeting approv- 
■ Ag turning JEA into a 
/‘Public shareholding com- 
pany owned by the gov- 
finmeoL Mr. Arafeh said 
1 the authority has carried 
out the first phase of the 
project which entailed ex- 
tending electricity lines to 
240 villages at a total cost 
°f JD 16,873.000. 


World trade body attempts to pry open telecommunications 


GENEVA (AP) — Major 
trading nations sit down Fri- 
day to try to pull together a 


the $513 billion telecom- 
munications market to inter- 
national competition. 

A deal would lower prices, 
improve services ana help 
regulate the rapidly expand- 
ing industry, negotiators say. 

“Success in these negotia- 
tions is critical to ghe trading 
system,” said Deputy U.S. 
Trade Representative Jeffrey 
Lang. 

“The telecommunications 
revolution is taking place on 
a global basis. Failure would 
leave us without global rules 
on worldwide telecom- 
munication connections,” he 
said. 


Tunisian 
drought 
causes growth 
rate revision 

TUNIS (R) — Tunisia, hit by 
drought for the second year 
running, has revised down its 
1995 economic growth fore- 
cast. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) is now expected to 
grow by four per cent com- 
pared to a 6.3 percent budget 
forecast earlier this year, 
according to an Economic 
Development Ministry report 
•obtained by Reuters. 

But the forecast for 1995 is 
higher than the 1994 growth 
rate which was 3.4 per cent 
and the 1993 rate of 2.3 per 
cent. 

The revision was mainly 
caused by a revision in the 
expected agriculture growth 
rate ro 6.3 per cent from 9.2 
per cent. Manufacturing 
growth trill be 5.6 per cent 
instead of 5.8 per cent. 

Cereal harvests arid rainfall 
are important factors iu Tuni- 
sia's GDP, and the crop is 
expected to drop to 0.62 mil- 
lion tonnes, well short of the 
budget target of 1.6 million 
tonnes, the report added. 

Olive oil production is also 
expected to drop to 60/70.000 
tonnes compared to- 75,000 
tonnes in 1994 and 210,000 
^tonnes in 1993. Tunisia is the. 
vyorld's second largest expor- 
ter. 

” The annual report on eco- 
nomic development said the 
balance of payments current 
deficit is expected to rise to 
697 million dinars ($733.6 
.million) instead of an earlier 
forecast of 674 million dinars 
($709.4 million) because of 
higher food imports. 

Imports of food in 1995 will 
be 735 million dinars ($773.6 
million) instead of a budget 
forecast of 590 million dinar 
($621 million). 


The top 25 telecommunica- 
tions companies m the world 
command a revenue of $770 
billion — 6 per cent of the 
global economy. 

Altogether 42 nations out 
of more than 120 ‘members of 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) are taking part. 
Together they represent 
more than 90 per cent of the 
market. 

The Friday negotiations in- 


clude for the first time top- 
level trade and telecom ex- 
perts. They will assess each 
country's market-opening 
offers mid will try to map ont 
a strategy for conclusion of 
the talks by the April dead- 
line. 

The U.S. offer, the most 
liberal put forward so for, 
would “lock open virtually 
every aspect of the U.S. basic 
telecom market,” said U.S. 


negotiator Jeffrey Lang. It 
was welcomed by WTO 
Director-General Renato 
Ruggiero as giving a “very 
powerful lead” to the nego- 
tiations. 

“We undertook this ambi- 
tious offer to demonstrate 
that we are prepared to com- 
mit ourselves fully to liber- 
alisation, if we receive recip- 
rocal concessions from the 
rest of the world,” said Mr. 


Lang. 

He said the United States 
accepted that some develop- 
ing countries may need some 
time to phase in liberalisa- 
tion. 

The European Union sub- . 
nutted its proposal just this 
week sifter missing several 
earlier deadlines. 

Its offer would open all 15 
EU countries to foreign com- 
petition but limit foreign 


ownership of companies in 
Belgium to 49 per cent, in 
Portugal and Spain to 25 per 
cent and in France to 20 per 
cent. 

“We are prepared to 
negotiate on these restric- 
tions provided we find match- 
ing concessions from other 
countries,” said EU nego- 
tiator Karl Falkcnberg, 

Mr. Falkcnberg said he 
was optimistic a pact could be 


readied. 

“I think there is a genuine 
desire to move on these nego- 
tiations,” he said. 

“We all realise that the 
industry wants and needs 
more open markets.” 

Nine other countries in- 
cluding Japan, Australia, 
Canada, Hong Kong, New 
Zealand and Mexico have 
also submitted offers to the 
negotiating group. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar ait midsession on the London foreign exchange and 
bullion markets Friday. 

One U.S. dollar 


One sterling 


1.3386/96 

Canadian dollar 

1.4224/34 

Deutschemarks 

1.5930/40 

Dutch guilders 

1.1402/12 

Swiss francs 

29.27/31 

Belgian francs 

4.9838/88 

French francs 

1614.0/5.5 

Italian lire 

100.24/34 

Japanese yen 

7.0030/30 

Swedish crowns 

6.2870/20 

Norwegian crowns 

5.5278/78 

Danish crowns 

$1.5828/38 


$382.85/383.35 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent \ 

Jn Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, ,| 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andt| 
villas 

Fumlshed/unfumished for.) 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

T«fe.M0605, 810609, 810520 


DOLLAR 


RENTACAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Teh 693399 




AVIS RENTACAR 

RENT A PHONE 

when vou pick 
up vour keys 
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681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 


609843 1 690157 
[R ADIO A TV STATION BP. 

% m rfdd/M m Amm* 


Tmkm mwmy H 

Sh* AtAabSbmi 
Um UMnah CtonmreW Cmtm 

T#L: M 1174 

..feccM e w yu i M jfl 
iTi 1 iS 


MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

i The Best Cooking, 

Best Service, 

| Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
| Embassy Str. near BaytunsQ 
Housing Estate ' 

| Open from: 

12 noon • 3.-30 fun* J 
900 - 1100 jwn. 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 

Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 







For Res. 812957-314110 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


Tel. 680093 
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Klinsmann fit for Germany's 
European qualifying double 


BONN (R) — World Cup 
star Juergen Klinsmann 
will be fit to lead Germany 
into two European Cham- 
pionship qualifiers within 
four days in the next week 
but the former world cham- 
pions are still battling in- 
jury problems. 

Klinsmann, knocked un- 
conscious in a collision dur- 
ing a league match for 
Bayern Munich at the 
weekend, has recovered in 
time for Sunday’s group 
seven clash with Moldova 
in Leverkusen. 

But coach Berti Vogts 
was forced to omit injured 
midfielder Mario Basler 
and defender Stefan Reu- 
ter from the 18-man party 
'due at their training camp 
near Bonn Thursday night. 

Both players will miss 
Sunday's game and next 
Wednesday’s qualifier 
against Wales in Cardiff 
where the Germans hope 
to make sure of their place 
at next year’s finals in Eng- 
land. 

“Stefan’s withdrawal is 
tough since he is in such 
good form at the moment,” 
Vogts said, “(but) if we win 
both games we are almost 
•certain of making the finals 
in England.” 

Vogts has chosen a squad 
based around the country's 
top dubs, Bayem Munich 
and Borussia Dortmund. 
Dortmund's Libero Matth- 
ias Sammer and striker 
Heiko Herrlich return to 
the squad after missing last 
month's 4-1 victory over 
Georgia. 

As the qualifying stage 
moves into its crucial stage 
in the next month, Ger- 
many stand second in the 


group, three points behind 
Bulgaria and four points 
ahead of third-placed 
Georgia. 

Beigaria look likely to go 
through as group winners 
to the 16-team finals. But 
the top six second-placed 
teams from the eight 
groups also qualify with the 
two teams from the other 
two groups playing off for 
the last place. 

England complete the 
field as hosts. 

Although Germany are 
well-placed to go through 
with ease, Vogts on Thurs- 
day hit out at the qualifying 
format under which only 
the results against the top 
four teams in the group 
count when the rankings of 
the second-placed teams 
are decided. 

. Under this system, Ger- 
many's results this week 
could become irrelevant if 
Wales and Moldova stay in 
fifth and sixth respectively. 

‘T don’t like this system. 
It's not fair on these teams 
that their efforts have no 
influence at the end of the 
day,” Vogts said. “You 
have to ask who thought up 
this system.” 

German squad: 
Goalkeepers: Oliver Kahn. 
Andreas Koepke 
Defenders: Markus Bab- 
bel, Thomas Helmer, 
Juergen Kohler, Matthias 
Sammer, Christian Ziege. 
Midfielders: Dieter JEUts, 
Steffen Freund, Thomas 
Haessler, Andy Moeller, 
Mehmet Scholl, Thomas 
Strunz 

Forwards: Fredi Bobic, 
Heiko Herrlich, Ulf Kir- 
sten, Juergen Klinsmann, 
Stefan Kuntz 





Juergen Klinsmann 


Woman soccer referee 
win s right to officiate 


LONDON (AP-) — A 26- 
year-old woman has won a 
landmark settlement from an 
English Soccer allowing her 
to officiate matches. 

• Georgina Cbristoforon was 
awarded an undisclosed sum 
in an out-of-court settlement 
announced Wednesday after 
she took the South East 
Countries League to court. 

“This is the first time that 
any football league has been 
required to operate a policy of 
selection which is fair and 
doesn't discriminate against 
women,” said Jane Deight- 
on, the woman’s lawyer. “It’s 
a milestone for women in 


football.” 

... Christoforou had been 
turned down twice in her 
application to work as an 
official in the London-based 
youth league. 

Clare Tomlinson, a spokes- 
woman for the English Foot- 
ball Association (FA) which 
runs the sport in England, 
said the FA might seek disci- 
plinary action against the 
league. She said FA rules 
probibit discrimination on 
the basis of sex. 

Women soccer officials are 
rare in England. 

Tomlinson said there was 
only one woman among 284 


referees and linesmen who 
work games in England's four 
most important leagues — 
the premier league and the 
first, second and third divi- 
sions. 

She identified the lone 
woman as Wendy Toms, who 
began working first division 
matches last season as a lines- 
man. Tomlinson said Toms 
bad never worked in one of 
the top four leagues. 

South East Countries 
League attorney Kenneth 
Goldman described the 
award as “modest" and said 
it was settled out of court to 
save expenses. 



An Am e r i c a n - J o r d a n i a n Job F 


Arc you 3 U.S. graduate looking For a new or berter job? Here is your chance to meer 20 top 
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Bohinen joins Rovers 


BLACKBURN. England 
(AP) — Norwegian interna- 
tional Lars Bohinen com- 
pleted a £700.000 ($1.1 mil- 
lion) transfer Thursday from 
Nottingham Forest to strug- 
gling Premier League cham- 
pions Blackburn Rovers. 

Because of an escape 
clause in the 29-year-old mid- 
fielder's contract. Blackburn 
saved almost £2 million (S3. 1 
million) on the deal signed at 
Ewood Park. 

In today's inflated transfer 
market. Forest would have 
expected a fee of around £2.5 
million ($3.9 million) for 
Bohinen. 

Forest manager Frank 
Clark was furious at the cir- 
cumstances of Bohinen 's de- 
parture. 

Asked why Bohinen had 
opted to leave, Clark threw a 
handful of coins onto a table 
and said. ‘'I’m sure that's 


why. 1 don't know of any 
other reason. They must have 
offered him more money 
than ue did in our new con- 
tract. 

**I have to say I’m dis- 
appointed in Lara, very dis- 
appointed. I feel let down. 
Betrayed might be a bit 
strong but I feel let down. I 
think" our supporters will be 
as well because they loved 
him. 

“We've been trying to 
negotiate a new contract with 
him for a long time — to get 
rid of the clause — but his 
demands were j'ust totally 
over the top. The money he 
wanted to buy it out was 
totally unacceptable.” 

The deal has been 
shrouded in controversy, 
with rumours circulating that 
it involved Rune Hauge, the 
Norwegian agent banned by 
FIFA. 


After controversy, Italy 
gearing up for qualifying 
match with Croatia 


MILAN. Italy (AP) — Fol- 
lowing a war of words over 
the venue. Italy is gearing up 
for the real test against 
Croatia in a crucial qualifying 
match of the European 
Championship. 

Sunday's match at Split, 
likely to decide the qualifiers 
of group four for the final 
round of the European com- 
petition, was preceded by a 
bitter controversy over Italy's 
initial reluctance to play in- 
Croatia. 

Claims by the Italian Soc- 
cer Federation that safety of 
players could be at risk in a 
warring country touched off 
irate protests by the Croat 
side. A UEFA ruling forced 
Italy to accept the original 
site' of the match. 

After much talking about 
safety, no special security was 
being planned by the Italian 
team for the trip to Croatia. 

’Tm glad that it's time to 
think of playing." Italian 
coach Arrigo Sacchi said 
Thursday. “We are going to 
face a strong team and must 
concentrate on the game.” 

The dispute about the site 
was not the only problem for 
Sacchi before the match be- 
tween the group leader and 
runner-up ftaly. 

The Italian coach was up- 
set bv the decision of Juven- 


tus striker Gianluca Vial Ji to 
turn down the call for his 
return to the national team. 

Meanwhile, key forward 
Roberto Baggio was side- 
lined bv a thigh strain and 
centreforward Pier Luigi 
Casiraghi of Lazio was com- 
pulsorily dropped from the 
national team following a sus- 
pension received for his 
mibehaviour in a league 
game. 

Italy, losing finalist Brazil 
in the 1994 World Cup final, 
enters Sunday's match with a 
record of 5-1-1 and 16 points 
— three points less than 
Croatia, which caused Italy's 
only loss in their first-game in 
Palermo. Sicily. 

“Croatia can play for a 
draw. We must seek a vic- 
tory. to avenge the first-leg 
defeat and boost our qual- 
ifying chances." Sacchi said. 

'Sacchi's call for a victory 
seemed an indirect reply to 
suggestion by Croat captain 
Zvonimir Boban that a draw 
on Sunday would satisfy both 
sides. 

The two rop teams in each 
group qualify for the final 
round and Croatia and Italy 
are likely to finish 1-2 in 
Group Four, which also in- 
cludes Lithuania. Ukraine. 
Slovenia and Estonia. 

Italy completes its qual- 


ifving round against Ukraine 
and Lithuania, both at home, 
in November. 

Croat President Franjo 
Tudjman. whose policy in the 
Bosnian war was recently 
‘criticised by several Italian 
commentators and politi- 
cians, promised a “landslide 
of coals" against Italy as he 
announced plans to attend 
Sunday's "historic” match.;' 

"No’ doubt that Croat fans 
will be wild against us.” said 
Italian Soccer Federation 

President Antonio Matar- 

rese. 

The expected lineup for 
Sunday includes five players 
of the’ Turin team, including 
striker Fabrizio Ravanelli 
and rising star Alessandro d$l ^ ■ 
Piero. 

Del Piero, who scored de-. 
cistve goals in recent cham- 
pionships league matches 
against Borussia and Steaua. 
is Baggio's apparent heir 
both with Juvemus and the 
national team. 

The expected Italian 
lineup: 

Angelo Peruzzi. Ciro Fer- 
rara. " Paolo Maldini (cap- 
tain). Alessandro Costacurta. 
Luigi Apolloni. Dcmcirio 
Albertini. Angelo di Livio. 
Roberto di Matteo. Alessan- 
dro del Piero. Gianfranco 
Zola. Fabrizio Ravanelli. 


Arsenal 



Juninho 

LONDON (AP) — English 
Premier League team Arsen- 
al is willing to spend up to £17 
million (S27 million) to land 
Brazilian star midfielder 
Juninho. reports said Thurs- 
day. 

Juninho. called the next 
“Pele." wants to settle his 
future quickly and may 
accept a new contract from 
his Brazilian dub Sao Paulo, 
the London-based Evening 
Standard reported. 

Reports out of Brazil sug- 
gest Arsenal’s Premier 
League rival Middlesbrough 
may be leading the hunt and 
has offered about £4.4 mil- 
lion (S7 million) for the trans- 
fer. 

Portuguese club FC Porto 
is also in the running with 
manager Bobby Robson hav- 
ing spejir several days in Bra- 
zil trying to work out a deal. 

Arsenal, tied for sixth in 
the Premier League behind 
leader Newcastle, would like 
to add Juninho at midfield 
with David Plart and Dutch 
international striker Dennis 
Bergkamp. 


Cantona out of 
French national team 


JOP OPPORTUNITIES 


A leading industrial organisation , in the field of heavy galvanised steel 
products ( lighting poles, guard rails, electric transmission towers, 
pressure tanks and general steel structure) located at abu-dhabi, is 
looking for the following highly qualified candidates. For all candidates , 
: the english language is a must. 

Please write to the following address within 15 days and mention 
clearly the job code you are applying for 


fUtffTHj" ARAB EMI RATES - ABU 




NO 

CODE 

JOB 

DESCRIPTION 

QUALIFICATIONS 

1 - 
2- 

2.2 1 
3.2 

Sales engineer ; 
Purchaser 

B.Sc Mechanical 
eng. 

Suitable university 
technical degree 

3- 

4.2 

Design engineer 

B.Sc 

Civil/mechanical 

4- 

5.2 

Accountant 

. B.Sc Commerce 

5- 

8.1 

Security and 
Industrial safety 

university degree 

6- 

7.2 

Personal dep. 
Officer 

Universit degree 

7- 

12.1 

Q.C. engineer 

B.Sc Mechanical 

8- 

13.1 

Accommodation 

in-charge 

University degree 


EXPERIENCE 


3 to 5 years in the field 
3 years in the local market, 
With valid UAE driving 
licence. 

Min.5 years in the design of 
above mentioned products 
using autocad system 
5 years in the field 

5 years in the field 

5 years in UAE , with UAE 
valid driving licence 

5 years in the field 
applying ISO 9000 

Min. 5 years in the field 


e- 

CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

1 

CINEMA TEL-699238 

PLAZA 


Liam Neeson 

Sandra Bullack 
& Bill Pullman 


& Jessica Lange... in 

in 



. While You 

;.-|5 

INC JV IM/J 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Were 5leeping 

... * 


Shows : 1230, 330, 5:00, 630, 830, 1030 


PARIS (AP) — Former cap- 
tain Eric Cantona will not be 
a member of the French 
national team as the squad 
for the Oct. 11 European 
Championship qualifying 
match against Romania was- 
named Thursday by the 
French Soccer Federation. 

Aime Jacquet, the French 
coach, said before handed 
that Cantona, Jean-Pierre 
Papin, Patrice Loko and 
Nicolas Ouedec would not be 
selected and Jacquet held 
firm to his word. 

“I am obliged to expand 
my list to those players in 
form in the crucial sector oq- 
the point of attack and the 
fact of the absence of Jean- 
Pierre Papin, Nicolas Ouedec 
and Patrice Loko," said Jac- 
quet. 

Papin, Ouedec and Loko 
have been sidelined recently 
with injuries and off the field 
problems. 

Cantona has recently re- 
turned to competition after a 
suspension following his kung 
fu lack against a fan in Janu- 
ary. He scored a goal and set 
up another in Manchester 
United's 2-2 draw Sunday 
against Liverpool. 

Cantona was stripped of 
his national captaincy after 
the kung fu affair. France has 
suffered since then, having a 


few scoreless draws before 
exploding for 10 goals against 
an outclassed Azerbaijan 
team. 

Cantona was not a factor in 
the league cup against York. 
Manchester United was eli- 
minated by the second divi- 
sion club. 

Manager Alex Ferguson 
said Cantona is expected to 
play Saturday with United's 
reserve team against Leeds. 

“We are hoping to play 
him. He needs match prac- 
tice. His fitness is superb, but 
the more games he plays, the 
sharper he will get," Fergu- 
son said. 

The French side will have 
newcomers Marc Keller of 
Strasbourg and Michael Mad- 
er of Monaco as strikers, but 
neither is expected to play. 

The French team: 

• Goalies: * Fabien Barthez 
and Bruno Martini 

Defenders: Joceyln Angio- 
ma, Eric di Meco, Franck 
Leboeuf, fiixente Lizarazu, 
Lilian Thuram 

Midfielders: Marcel De- 
sailly. Didier Deschamps, 
Youri Djorkaeff, Vincent 
Guerin. Christian Karembeu. 
Zinedine Zidane 

Attackers: Christophe 
Dugarry, David Ginola, 
Marc Keller, Michael Madar. 
Reynald Pedros. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HVISCH 


DERRING-DO ACROSS THE GREEN BAIZE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
A 643 
OA7 
OE5S 
*AQ 10 04 

WEST EAST 

AA1052 A Q 98 

OJIOS8 0 6 32 

OJ10 09678 

*732 *888 

SOOTH 
*KJ7 
OKQ64 
OAQ42 
*KJ 

The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Pass 1 o Pm 

I* Pbm 4 NT Paw 

80 Pbm 6 NT Pm. 


Opening lead: Jack of 9 . 

Thia ia really quite a simple 
hand, but it illustrates a very fine 
point at declarer technique. Cover 
up the East-Wen hands and decide 
how you would play six no tramp 
after the lead of Uw jack of hearts. 

You can be proud of your bidding. 
Once partner rebid clubs, you 
upgraded your king-jack in that 
suit and launched into Blackwood, 
intending to maneuver the contract 
Into five no tramp should partner 
have an ace too few. You wisely 
chose six no trump as the final 
d rum to have the lead come up to 


yourtenaoes. 

When dummy comes down with a 
dub fewer than expected, you can 

count an(y 11 last tricks. The 12th 
could costs from either a 3-3 dia- 
mond break or a winning gueas in 
spades. First, which suit do you go 
after? 

Chances of a diamond split are- 
about one in three. You can’t afford 
to test diamonds immediately 
because, if the suit doesn’t divide 
evenly, the fourth diamond might 
“• in the hand with the ace of 
spades. Guessing the spade position 
is a 60-50 proposition. 

However, that doesn’t mean that 
it is a pure guess which spade you 
choose to play from hand when you 
«aa low from dummy and East con- 
tributes a low spade. An expert will 
go up with the king for three sound 
«Mpwc the ace could be with East 
«f West does not have both the ace 
and queen, the defender might duck 
when you play the king; and if West 
does not return a spade when in 
With the ace, you etill get the 
chance to teat the diamonds, or a 
squeece might develop. 

After capturing South’s king of 
«*■ West reverted 
out the 

Mart and elub winners, and East 

the Pressure. 
On the ism club East letgoof a din 
mood to retain the spade queen. 

2,^il r ! r j d,BC u a !; ded , the of 

spades and raked in four diamond 
tncks to make the 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2" 

POLICE ACADEMY 
“MISSION TO MOSCOW” 
Shows: 4. 6, 8, 10 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 
in 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theg 

TEL: 625155 


Present 

“Peace Oh 

in English every 

Show starts at 8 
For reservation ce 
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RODMAN FOR THE BULLS! Chicago Bulls’ coach Phil Jacksoo (left) 

and the newest Boll, Dennis Rodman (right), introduce the jersey 
number 91 which Rodman will wear as a Bull, at media day Thursday 
(Reuters photo) 


Taiwan bars Magic’s entry; , 
agent claims mixed signals 


iOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Earvin “Magic” Johnson’s 
agent says there must be 
“mixed singaJs” m Taiwan, 
where a. government health 
official announced the former 
basketball star has been bar- 
red from entering the country 
because be has the AIDS 
virus. 

“Earvin has an official in- 
vitation from the president of 
Taiwan to visit with him 
there," agent Lon Rosen said 
today. “So obviously there 
are some mixed signals." 

Johnson is scheduled to 
arrive in Taiwan later this 
month with his “aU-stars” 
team for two exhibition 
games. 

-Chang Po-Ya. director 


general of the Department of 
Health, said she decided to 
bar Johnson because 
Taiwanese laws prevent peo- 
ple 'who have major conta-. 
Rous* diseases, including 
AIDS, from entering 
Taiwan. 

Chen Cheng-Chung, own- 
er of Taiwan's Hung Fu 
Rams basketball team, had 
said his team would play two 
games against Johnson’s 
squad of former NBA stars, 
who were scheduled to arrive 
Oct- 30. 

Chen bad said the purpose 
of Johnson’s visit also in- 
cludes educating people ab- 
out AIDS. 

Johnson, voted the Amer- 
ican National Basketball 


Association’s most valuable, 
player three times for his play 
with the Los Angeles Lakers, 
retired in 1992 after announc- 
ing that he hadcootracted the 
AIDS virus and has since 
become a spokesman on die 
disease. 

"This is a learning experi- 
ence," Rosen said of the 
reaction in some nations to 
people with AIDS virus. “We 
had the same type of thing 
happen in Indonesia, and the 
.government later apologised. • 
He's played in Japan. He’s 
played in Korea. We haven’t 
been able to reschedule the 
Indonesia game as yet. but 
we will, and.I have no doubt 
this situation in Taiwan will 
be resolved quickly.” 


China takes men’s team title 


Cfaampionsips 


SABAE, Japan (AP) — Chi- 
na, whipping ahead with 
crackling spins and precision 
flips, won its second consecu- 
tive men’s team title Friday at 
the World Gymnastics Cham- 
pionship. 

The Chinese started the 
optional exercises .012 point 
behind Japan and started im- 
mediately opening a lead, 
thanks to Fan Bin's 9.787 on 
the pommel horse. Japan, 
solid but not as spectacular, 
ended up three points behind 
— 566.619 to 563.558 — as it 
took the silver medal, its first 
team men’s team medal since 
1983. 

The United States, third 
after the compulsory exer- 
cises that count for half the 


score, suffered a series of 
fluffs and fails that sent them 
slumping to ninth place at 
558.784. 

Romania won a duel for 
third place with Ukraine, 
finishing with 561.947. 
Ukraine, its ranks depleted 
by injuries at the end. slipped 
to fifth at 560.934. 

Russia, 11th after prob- 
lems in the compulsories.' 
moved up to a fourth-place 
finish at 560.971. But it broke 
a string of eight gold and 
seven silver medals stretching 
back to 1954 by the Soviet 
Union and its Russian succes- 
sor, which took a silver last 


year. 

The top 12 teams qualify 
for next year’s Olympics. 

Rounding out the top 12 
behind Ukraine were Be- 
larus, Germany, South 
Korea, the United States. 
Bulgaria, Italy and France. 

“Falling out of the top six, 
that's pretty disappointing for 
os,” said four-time U.S. 
national champion John 
Roethlisberger, who finishe- 
d eighth in qualifying for the 
36-man individual all-around fin- 
al on Sunday. 

But he said the American 
gymnasts still felt as if they 
had performed well in the 


face of tough competition. 

“We can’t be too hard on 
ourselves," he added. 

The Americans also 
finished ninth at last year's 
world championships. 

China was led by Li 
Xiaoshuang, a 1992 Olympic 
gold medallist who scored 
consistently well — 9.650 in 
the floor exercises. 9.587 on 
the pommel horse, 9.625 on 
the rings, 9.725 in the vault, 
9.600 on the parallel bars and 
9.612 on the horizontal bar. 

His total of 114.786 in the 
compulsory and optional ex- 
ercises placed him first in 
individual qualifying, fol- 


lowed by Japan’s Hikaru 
Tanaka at 113.737. Tanaka 
scored a 9.787 on the parallel 
bars, matching China’s Chi- 
na’s fan for the night's high 
mark. 

Vitaly Scherbo of Belarus, 
the 1993 world champion and 
winner of six gold medals at 
the 1992 Olympics, stood 
third at 1 13.648 after a 9.762 
on the parallel bars and 9.750 
on the horizontal bar. 

Next came Italy’s Yuri 
Chechi at 113.249, Ger- 
many's Valeri Belenki at 
113.149, Japan’s Yoshiaki 
Hatakeda at 112.886. Bulgar- 
ia’s Jordan Jovtchevat 
112.849 and Roethlisberger 
at 112.812. 


Indurain 


Esperance to host Afro- Asian decider 


aims for 
world 
double 

DUITAMA, Colombia (R) 
— Miguel Indurain may have 
already won the road time 
trial world title but it is vic- 
tory in Sunday's road race 
that he craves most of all. 

He faces a stiff challenge 
from Colombian rider 
Oliverio Rincon, who grew 
up cycling on the roads 
around Duitama and is used 
to the altitude of 2,800 
metres above sea level. 

Rincon will feel at home on 
a circuit which consists 
almost entirely of steep 
| climbs and descents and is 
i one of the toughest ever used 
for a world championship. ' 

The circuit is so steep in 
parts that many photo- 
graphers have decided 
against taking pictures of the 
' riders from die pillion seats 
of motorcycles. 

Indurain declined to take 
part in last month's Tour of 
Spain and sacrificed his holi- 
days so that he could dedicate 
himself to training for Sun- 
day's race, which closes the 
two-week world cham- 
pionships. 

Wednesday's time trial win 
had been largely expected as 
. Indurain is the disputed king 
of the event. Sunday’s one- 
day race.- an event which can 
be something of a lottery, 
presents much more of a 
challenge. 

Despite winning the Tour 
de France five times, the 
closest Indurain has come to 
winning the world road race 
title was two years ago in 
Norway when he was runner- 
up to Lance Armstrong of the 
United States. 

Indurain, 31, has said that 
adapting to the altitude will 
be more important than tac- 
tics. 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Deposed African cham- 
pions Esperance of Tunisia 
seek a consolation prize 
Saturday when they host de- 
fending champions Thai Far- 
mers Bank in the Afro-Asian 
Club Championship decider. 

The first leg was drawn 1-1 
in Thailand seven weeks ago 
with A bde Header Ben Hassen 
giving the visitors an early 
second-half lead and Woora- 
woot Srimaka levelling near 
the end. 

■ Esperance were presented 
with a golden opportunity to 
regain the lead in injury time 
when one of their forwards 
was sent sprawling, but 
penalty taker Haythem Abid 
saw his shot saved by Nipon 


MaJanont. 

The result has established 
the Tunisians as favourites to 
follow in the footsteps of 
previous champions Daewoo 
Royals, Zamalek. Al Ahly, 
Entente Serif, Club African 
and Wydad Casablanca. 

Last year. Farmers Bank 
proved their mettle by res- 
tricting Egyptian Giants 
Zamalek to a 2-1 victory in 
Cairo and winning their' re- 
turn match 1-0 to lift the 
trophy on the away-goal rule. 

Esperance, one of the old- 
est and most popular clubs in 
Arab football, desperately 
need a boost after surrender- 
ing the domestic cham- 
pionship and cup to CS Sfa- 
xien, and losing the continen- 


tal title. 

Paired - with lsmailia of 
Egypt in the champions' cup 
quarter-finals last month, the , 
Tunisians conceded a lare 
goal to lose at home and even 
a creditable away draw could 
not save them. The exit has 
placed unexpectedly early 
pressure on Amiiton Barreto, 
the Brazilian coach who re- 
cently took charge of the 
Tunis club when Faouzi Ben- 
zarti was lured to Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Although founded, only 
eight years ago. Farmers 
Bank have lifted the Asian 
title twice in succession, de- 
feating Oman club of Oman 
2-1 and Al-Arabi of Qat3r 1-0 
last year. 


However, the Thais 
allowed the inaugural Asian 
Super Cup to slip from their 
grasp during August, conced- 
ing two late goals against 
Yokohama Flugels in Japan 
to fall 4-3 on aggregate. 

Forward Natipong Sritong- 
In, 22. who spent 19 years in 
France, including four wirh 
lower division club Noisy 
Sec, is the star of Farmers 
Bank and may switch to the 
Japanese J-League. 

Chanvit Polchivin. 41. a 
former national star who was 
voted 1994 Asian Football 
Confederation coach of the 
year, attributes the success of 
his part-time players to hard 
work and a professional- atti- 
tude. 


Top three Dutchmen eleminated in Malaysia 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Dutch tennis hopes col- 
lapsed here Friday night as 
top-seed Richard Krajicek 
was ambushed 6-2, 6-4 in the 
Salem OPen by Italian Cris- 
tiano Caratti. 

Krajicek's fellow country- 
men Jacco Ehingh and Paul ' 
Haarhuis were also shown 
the exit in Friday’s quarter- 
finals. Caratti, with a world 
ranking of 161 to Krajicek's 
13, had the Dutchman strug- 
gling to keep the ball in play 
before he dished out a series 
of lightning returns to score 
the upset victory. 

Krajicek admitted that he 
was outplayed by Caratti, 
who rose as high as 26th in 


world rankings before falling 
ill with a virus and tumbling 
through the rankings. 

"I’ve got to give him cre- 
dit, he punished me with 
everything," said Krajicek. 
“He played so fast. 

“It felt like I hadn’t even 
finished my service motion 
before the crowd was dap- 
ping for the end of the point. 
He’s a tough player.” 

Caratti refused to call the 
win one of the best in his 
career. 

“I beat Michael Stich last 
year when be was number 
two in the world, I beat 
Richard in 1991 and I beat 
John McEnroe on grass," he 
said. “But this was a good 


win. 

“It was good for the mind 
and for the confidence. But 
everyday is different and 
tomoirow is a new match. 
I’ve got to be ready for it.” 
Caratti broke Krajicek in 
the first game of the match 


and went on to clinch the first 
set. In the second, the Italian 
got up a break, lost it and got 
it back in the ninth game for 
5-4. 

Caratti served out the 57- 
minute win with his fourth 
ace of the evening. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 
IN AQABA 

A stone built villa in the Third residential area, 
consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 3 bathrooms 
with garden and children swimming pool. 
Please call 316232, Aqaba. 


SUPER DELUXE UNFURNISHED VILLA 

Located in the Dair Ghbar area. Specifications: 600 sq.m., 
air conditioned, 3 bedrooms & master room, 3 bathrooms 
plus guest room and dining room, living room and office 
room, fully equipped kitchen with 3 balconies, basement, 
servant room and washing room, storage room, L-shaped 
salon. Independent telephone, central heating, garage and garden. 

Please call 823576. i 


COMPUTER FOR SALE 

GATEWAY 2000 SYSTEM 

Pentium 66 MHz, 16 MB RAM 256 cache. 540 MB Hard 
disk. Matrix MGA 2 MB VRAM video card, sound blaster 
with advanced signal processing, Gateway 2000 1 7 inch 
monitor. Sony CD-ROM drive. 

Original software: Encarta Encyclopaedia, US Navy 
fighters, Great Naval Battles. 

Texas instruments Micro Mask Micro Mark ink jet printer . 
Price JD 2800 ( negotiable } ! 

Tel.: 863347 HASHEM 
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SALESMAN NEEDED 

Due to our expansion of activities, Jordan 
River Designs, a handicraft project, has 
!«n opening for : 

•Freshly'graduaie,^ 'computer literate, bilingual 
: Arabic / English, dynamic and ambitious. 

Please send C.V. and hand-written letter 
application to Fax No. 613083. 


A WELL FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

8th Circle convenient location. 
Contact owner at 824316. 

A furnished first floor for rent, 
located by the 6th Circle. 

To contact owner call 865510, 825699 




NABIL & HISHAM THEATRE 

presents 

the satirical comedy show 

Peace Oh Peace ” 

IN ENGLISH 

Every Saturday, starting October 7. 1995 
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at the Nabil & Hisham Theatre 
1st Circle. Rainbow Street Jabal Amman, 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Far reservations call 625155 or 640155 




Autumn Winter 


Children’s Collection 


Sandra (Boutique 


Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 
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Iraq assails U.S position, 
demands end to sanctions 


UNITED NATIONS ( Agen- 
cies j — Iraq’s foreign minis- 
ter has blasted the United 
States for supporting U.N. 
sanctions against his country 
and accused a handful of 
nations of seeking to mono- 
polise power in the United 
Nations. 

The Security Council im- 
posed sanctions, including a 
ban on oil sales, on Iraq after 
its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Council members, led by 
the United States, say Iraq 
has not met conditions for a 
lifting of sanctions, which in- 
clude the full disclosure of 
■ Baghdad's programme of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad A1 Sahaf. in a 
speech Thursday to the 
General Assembly, reiter- 
ated Iraq's view that it has 
complied with all conditions 
for a lifting of sanctions. 

“Despite all the propagan- 
da. Iraq does not have any 
proscribed weapons, equip- 
ment. machines or material." 
Mr. Sahaf said. 

He rejected the “hege- 
mony of one or certain par- 
ties over the international 
community.” and said, “we 
see that American statesman 
are unfortunately ignorant of 
the facts of the region." 

Iraq's disclosures have 
been piecemeal, and ex- 
tracted only after the prot- 
racted effort of U.N. 
weapons monitors since Gulf 
war. In July. Iraq admitted 
for the first time having germ 
weapons stockpiles, including ■ 
anthrax and botulism culture. * 
The information came after 
U.N. inspectors found 35.000 
litres of biological agents. 

In August. Iraq disclosed 
an ambitious biological 
weapons programme. It 
admitted having 199 missiles 
and bombs tipped with germ 
warfare agents and a crash 
programme to make a nuc- 
lear" weapon. 

“Concealing such informa- 


tion has been the consistent 
policy of the Iraqi govern- 
ment from 1991 until today.” 
U.S. Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright responded later. 
“Not a single member of the 
Security Council agrees with 
the assertion... that Iraq has 
fulfilled its obligations.’ 1 

“Iraq is seeking to turn its 
disregard for Security Coun- 
cil resolutions into a bilateral 
issue between Iraq and the 
United States." she said. 

Mr. Sahaf, in apparent cri- 
ticism of the West, said there 
had been “ill-intentioned ex- 
aggerations" about the dan- 
ger of Iraq's weapons prog- 
ramme and stressed that they 
were now defunct. 

Ms. Albright rebuked him 
during the nght of reply ses- 
sion at the end of the day. 
saying that sanctions against 
Iraq are the wishes of all 
members of the Security 
Council, and that Iraq cannot 
be trusted. 

“This is ■ not the United 
States' position; this is the 
United Nations’ position,” 
she said. 

“Iraq's continued refusal 
to return stolen Kuwaiti 
property, to account for mis- 
sing Kuwaitis, to end its sup- 
port for terrorism, and to 
cease the repression of its 
citizens, shows its contempt 
for the United Nations, its 
lack of peaceful intentions, 
and the impossibility of the 
Security Council being able 
to trust Iraqi promises," Ms. 
Albright said. 

The U.S. delegation did 
not attend Mr. Sahaf’s 
speech, nor did three-fourths 
of the assembly, but it turned 
up later for rebuttal. Obser- 
vers said the Iraqi delegation, 
which then retorted with its 
own stinging response, left 
fuming. 

“All the facts affirm the 
need to call upon the United 
States and no one else to 
prove its peaceful intentions 
and credibility, to desist from 
acts of provocation, aggres- 



Mohammad Al Sahaf 

sion. interference in the in- 
ternal affairs of Iraq and 
fomenting tension in the Gulf 
region under the pretext of 
an illusory danger,” Mr. 
Sahaf had said during his 
appeal. 

He said sanctions have 
“become in fact an extension 
of a unilateral policy of a 
superpower which made 
sanctions an end in them- 
selves and a vindictive order 
for the achievement of its 
interests in the region." 

Mr. Sahaf called the huma- 
nitarian crisis resulting from 
the sanctions “tragic.” parti- 
cularly for women, children 
and the elderly. 

“! would like to express 
our strong regret for a priori 
ill-intentioned exaggerations 
which cast a terrifying nature 
on the past Iraqi weapons 
programmes, and the deliber- 
ate distortion of the facts, 
that these programmes were 
some rhing of the past and 
that they no longer exist.” 
Mr. Sahaf said. 

His call came ahead of next 
week's expected release of a 
biannual report from the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UN SCO M) on disarming 
Iraq, which is to be presented 


to the U.N. Security Council, 
along with an International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) report. Tliey are due 
to be presented to the council 
on Wednesday and discussed 
on Friday, diplomats said. 

Western diplomats say the 
UNSCOM report by its chair- 
man. Rolf Ekeus, will likely 
to be negative, notably be- 
cause of recent revelations 
that Iraq had hid a biological 
weapons programme. 

There is no chance that 
sanctions against Iraq will be 
lifted in the near ftiture, they 
said. 

Mr. Sahaf did not mention 
a proposal made in April — 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 986 — allowing Iraq 
to export limited quantities or 
oil under U.N control in ex- 
change for food. 

Iraq so far rejected the 
measure, saying it infringes 
on national sovereignty. Mr. 
Sahaf did not mention the 
food-for-oil proposal in his - 
speech, but rejected it in 
interviews. 

Iraq on Thursday denied a 
report that its officials had 
pleaded for partial oil sales. 

The Middle East Economic 
Survey (MEES) reported on 
Monday that some Iraqi offi- 
cials had pleaded for accept- 
ing the measure because they 
did not expect U.N. sanctions 
to be lifted before the U.S. 
presidential election in 
November 19%. 

“The conclusions pub- 
lished in this (weekly) are 
false because they are found- 
ed on wrong information." 
the Information Ministry said 
in a statement. 

“These reports are inspired 
by parties that don’t want to 
stick to their commitment to 
apply paragraph 22 of (U.N.) 
Kesolutiorf 687,“ it said. 

Under Resolution 687. the 
oil embargo can be lifted 
when U.N. experts certify 
that Iraq has dismantled its 
programmes for weapons of 
mass destruction. 


Rafsanjani: China 
nuclear deal still on 


HANOI (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian President Ali . Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani said on 
Friday that a deal involving 
the sale of nuclear readers 
from China to Iran was still 
being negotiated with Beij- 
ing. 

Mr. Rafsanjani. speaking 
during a visit to the Viet- 
namese capital, said negotia- 
tions over the site, price and 
time schedule for the deal 
were still in progress. 

United States officials said 
last week that Chinese Fore- 
ign Minister Qian Qichen had 
given an assurance during a 
meeting with U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
that the deal would not go 
forward. 

However. Chinese officials 
later put a different inter- 
pretation on events saying 
China had “suspended for 
the time being” its nuclear 
reactor sale to Iran. 

“What the Chinese have 
said could not be construed 
as suspension of a deaf,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani said at a news 
conference. 

“They (the Americans) are 
rushing' to baseless conclu- 
sion," he added. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said on 
Wednesdav: “We have re- 


ceived every indication.... 
that China will not go for- 
ward with this deal." 

After meeting Mr. Christ- 
opher in New York, Mr. 
Qian said: “China once 
signed a contract with Iran 
concerning construction of 
two nuclear reactors.” 

“However, due to prob- 
lems with selection of the 
site, because the original site 
was not appropriate, this con- 
tract has been suspended for 
the time being.” 

But later during a visit to 
London, Mr. Qian said the 
deal was still on for the trans- 
fer of two 300-megawatt light 
water reactors but it had been 
delayed for technical seasons. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, in Hanoi 
for a four-day state visit, said 
the “price and time schedule 
for the readers have not 
bee* cleared up yet.” 

“This matter comes from 
an agreement signed between 
me and the president of Chi- 
na. (Jiang Zemin), during a 
visit to that country,” he said. 

The United States has tried 
to deter China and Russia 
from selling nuclear technol- 
ogy to Iran, saying Tehran 
cannot be crusted not to 
attempt to build nuclear 
weapons. 


Egypt, Israel agree to 
probe PoW killings 


CAIRO (AP) — Israel has 
agreed to investigate the re- 
ported killings of as many as 
1.000 Egyptian prisoners of 
war (PoW) in the Arab- 
Israeli wars and put those 
found responsible on trial, a 
leading Arabic-1 a ra gu age 
newspaper reported Thurs- 
day. 

The agreement was 
reached between President 
Hosni Mubarak and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin during a meeting last 
week in Washington, where 
they attended the signing of 
the Israel-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
accord, the London-based Al 
Hayat newspaper said. 

A senior Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told 
the Associated Press that the 
at 

the mwfhtgfdot that Israel 
had not responded to an 
Egyptian request for an in- 
vestigation. 

Aliza Goren, a Rabin 
spokeswoman, said the 
Israeli prime minister bad 
promised to look into the 


issue, but added: 'T don’t 
know of any formal or infor- 
mal investigation.” 

If true,' the deal would con- 
stitute a significant conces- 
sion by Israel, which has until 
now refused to investigate 
the killings in the 1956 and 
1967 wars. In August, Israel’s 
attorney general ruled that 
too much time had passed to 
prosecute the soldiers. 

Egypt similarly has sought 
to cool the dispute, calling 
the Egyptian-Israeii wars a 
thing of the past. But opposi- 
tion groups have kept up the 
pressure on the government 
to take action. 

Al Hayat, quoting uniden- 
tified Egyptian sources, said 
the two countries agreed that 
Israel would form a military 
committee that would investf- 
Vte the jfcflflto and that 
fqpM^tQpoftsiblt 
wotddf be'trfed, probably in 
Israel. 

At the same time, Egypt' 
would file a suit in Israel, 
seeking compensation for 
their deaths, the newspaper 
said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Multiple murderer may be deported to France 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Multiple murderer Charles 
Sobhraj, wanted for a string of crime across Asia, may be 
deported to France after the cases against him are disposed 
of. the Press Trust of India said Friday. The news agency , 
quoting unidentified Home Ministry sources, said the 
51-year-old Sobhraj, a French national, would be deported 
as he did not have either a valid passport or a visa. Sobhraj 
has been convicted on only one of the eight cases registered 
against him. The other seven pending cases are bailable, 
the sources said, including a daring jailbreak from New 
Delhi's high-security Tihar penitentiary for which Sobhraj 
has been held in solitary confinement for nine years. 
Sobhraj’s lawyer, Debashish Mazumtar, however, decli- 
nied to comment on the report. A spokesman for the 
French embassy here said the embassy "had not. at this 
stage, been informed by the Indian authorities." 

French test site gets clean bill of health 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — European Union (EU) experts on 
radiation hazard have given France's nuclear test sites in 
the South Pacific a qualified dear bill of health but did not 
reach all the sites, according to a preliminary report 
obtained by AFP. The three sdentists charged with 
evaluating the measures France has taken to protect the 
population of Polynesia, where the test sites are located, 
said they were "satisfied on the whole." France has 
detonated two nuclear test devices within the last month. 
Two of the French test sites, however, at Fangaltaufa and 
Faaa. were closed to the scientists, who said they could 
therefore could not collect samples in order to evaluate 
environmental impact. A final report will be submitted 
next week to the EU Council of Ministers. 

Dirt from Egyptian oasis stronger than metal 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian airport officials barred a 
Japanese scientist from travelling with samples of dirt from 
a desert oasis which he said could be used to make car parts 
stronger than lead, the daily Al Akhbar said on Friday. 
Officials discovered two jars containing eight kilogrammes 
of dirt in the bags of the unnamed man. The Japanese told 
them it came from Siwa Oasis, the furthermost oasis in 
Egypt’s western desert. 800 kilometres west of Cairo. The 
man said he had performed preliminary tests on the grey 
dirt which revealed it could be used to make car gears and 
mechanical parts “stronger than lead.” He was on his way 
to the company where he worked in Germany for more 
tests. Officials forbid him from taking the samples after tpe 
airline company discovered traces of sulfur in them and 
deemed the jars "potentially dangerous.” The Japanese 
left on his flight, promising to return to Siwa to conduct 
further experiments. Al Akhbar said. 

Aideed pardons foreign fishermen 

MOGADISHU (AP) — Eleven Pakistanis and a Palesti- 
nian sentenced to five years each for illegally fishing in 
Somali waters were pardoned Thursday by General 
Mohammad Farah Aideed. his radio station said. The 12 
were convicted earlier this week by a court established by 
Gen. Aideed after he had himself appointed president of 
Somalia by a group of supporters in July. He and his 
government have not been recognised by any other nation. 
His south Mogadishu radio station said Gen. Aideed 
granted the pardons after the court received an appeal for 
clemency from the government in Islamabad. The prison- 
ers were released Friday. 

Israel to get new navy chief 

TEL AV1Y (AFP) — Israel's general staff has appointed 
Alex Tal to take over as commander of the navy, replacing 
Admiral Ami Ayalon. who is retiring after 32 years of 
service, the armed forces announced Friday, Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, who also serves as defence minister, 
approved the appointment of Vice-Admiral Tal. He is to be 
promoted to admiral and rake over in several months. 


END OF A COUP: French veteran mercenary Bob Denard surrenders to £ n?n ‘* 
troops on Thursday outside an army base in the Comoros. The French 
special forces, which put down the coup Mr. Denard led m the Comom. 
arrested biro and flew him to France (see page 5) Photo below shows 
“Captain EFix.” a member of the Denard-Ied mercenary force that staged me 
coup, being taken away after his surrender (AFP photo) 



Junblatt ousts Gaith as 
leader of Lebanon Druze 


BEIRUT (AP) — Army 
troops have been deployed in 
a mountain town in central 
Lebanon after a crisis in the 
minority Druze sect 
threatened to degenerate into 
street violence. 

The split within Lebanon’s. 
200,000-strong Druze com- 
munity. whose sect is an 
offshoot of Islam, came after 
former warlord Waiid Junb- 
latt ousted spiritual leader 
Sheikh Bafajal Ghaith. 

Sheikh Ghaith. who enjoys 
the support of some Druze 
politicians, has refused to 
step down. 

He has filled, but only in. 
acting capacity, the position 
of “Sheikh Al Aql,” the 
sea's highest religious posi- 
tion, since the death in the 
mid-1980s of Mohammed 
„Abii Shaqra. Sheikh Ghaith 
has since been running the 
sea's religious affairs and on 
occasions voiced political 
views. 

Mr. Jumblatt, also minister 
of the displaced, chaired a 
meeting Thursday of Druze 


notables at Baaqlin. a major 
town in the Druze-mhabited 
Shouf mountains, which de- 
clared as vacant the position 
of “Sheikh Al Aql.” 

Shops in Baaqlin were 
dosed Thursday as residents 
heeded a call for a strike to 
protest a visit there by Sheikh 
Ghaith. 

“We will not bow except to 
God,” dedared the white- 
bearded Ghaith defiantly at a 
school graduation ceremony 
held in the town. 

“We shall remain,” he de- 
dared as helmeted army sol- 
diers deployed on the streets 
around the venue of the gra- 
duation ceremony to keep his 
supporters and critics apart. 

The army command said it* 
had no reports of violence. 

The reason behind Sheikh 
Ghaitb’s removal was not 
known, but Mr. Junblatt has 
apparently been miffed 
Sheikh Ghaith has taken a 
political line different from 
his and attempted to en- 
croach on his role as the main 
representative of Druze in- 


terests in the government. 

Prominent Druze who 
sided with the ousted Ghaith 
include legislator Talal 
Arslan, leader of the Arslan 
branch of the Lebanese 
Druze. and Parliament Mem- 
ber Faisal Daoud. a notable 
from Druze-inhabited south- 
ern Lebanon. 

The dispute within the 
Druze sect comes at a time 
when Lebanon's four million 
people were trying to heal the 
wounds of the 1975-90 dvil 
war which daimed 150.000 
lives. 

It also follows the surfaring 
recently of differences be- 
tween the Junblatt and 
Arslan clans which make up 
Lebanon’s Druze sect. 

While making up only five 
per cent of Lebanon's 
population and mostly Jive in 
remote mountain regions, the 
Druze carry a political weighi 
that belies their numbers.. 

Mr. Junblatt’s Progressive 
Socialist Party fielded one of 
the largest militia during the- 
dvil war. 


Journalist 
gets bail 

AMMAN (R) — A Jorda- 
nian court has granted bail to 
a journalist detained for writ- 
ing an article alleging that 42 
local businessmen, journal- 
ists and a cabinet minister 
were on Iraq's payroll, judi- 
cial sources- said. 

Salameh Ne'matt. Jorda- 
nian correspondent for the 
London-based Arabic news- 
paper Al Hayat. was de- 
tained on Tuesday and was 
bailed on Thursday. 

No date has been set for his 
trial. The prosecutor ordered 
his detention for two weeks 
but Mr. Ne'matt's lawyers 
appealed for his release on 
bail. 

Mr. Ne'matt, 33. is accused 
of violating two articles in the 
Press and Publications Law 
concerning accuracy and 
national security and could 
face fines and imprisonment 
if found guilty. He has not 
been charged so far. 

His Sept. 2(1 article, quot- 
ing “informed and official 
sources." said that, after the 
defection to Jordan of two 
senior Iraqis on Aug. 8. “Ira- 
qi parries were trying to re- 
cruit Jordanian journalists 
and to revive all pro-Iraqi 
regime forces in Jordan by 
offering gifts to create a trend 
that runs counter to the offi- 
cial position.” 


Nationalists hold key in 
new Ciller government 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkish Prime Minister Tan- 
su Ciller on Friday called a 
cabinet meeting of her new 
minority government, backed 
by nationalist powerbrokers 
reluctant to approve demo- 
cratic reforms long sought by 
the West. 

“The government will be a 
govprnent of accomplish- 
ment." Anatolian news agen- 
cy quoted Ms. Ciller as saying 
after she earned presidential 
approval for her cabinet list 
on Thursday night. 

Ms. Ciiler is to rule in 
minority with the support of 
far-right Nationalist Action 
party (MHP) head Alparslan 
Turkes and left-leaning 
nationalist Bulent Ecevit. 

She pledged to sort out a 
huge public workers' strike, 
bring a lucrative Caspian oil 
pipeline across Turkish soil 
and take Turkey into a plan- 
ned trade pact with the Euro- 
pean Union. 

Mr. Ecevit and Mr. Turkes 
have said they will support 
Ms. Ciller at a vote of confi- 
dence on Oa. 15 but urged 
her to resolve a three-week- 
old strike by more than 
330.000 public workers. 

Ms. Oiller’s conservative 
True Path Party (DYP) is 33 
deputies short of the 214 
needed to win the vote. 

The two veteran leaders 
may not be supportive if Ms. 
Ciller attempts to make good 


her promise to ease Turkey's 
harsh restraints on freedom 
of expression, political 
analysts say. 

The European Parliament 
wants Turkey to lift the anti- 
terror law's article 8. which 
outlaws “separatist prop- 
aganda." in exchange for it 
ratifying a customs union 
deal with the European Un- 
ion. 

Mr. Turkes. the mentor of 
3rmed "Grey Wolf’ militants 
active in the 1970s. is a hard- 
liner against Kurdish separat- 
ist rebels. 

Mr. Ecevit. who as prime 
minister ordered the Turkish 
invasion of Cyprus in 1974. 
has spoken out against the 
frade pact. 

“If Ciller's vision is really 
to ger the customs union then 
she has chosen the strangest 
partners.” Hurriyet newspap- 
er columnist Sedat Ergin 
said. 

In theory, the Strasbourg 
parliament' will rule in De- 
cember on the customs union 
and it should be come into 
being on Jan. 1 next year. 

However, to ratify the 
agreement signed in March in 
Brussels, the EU is deman- 
ding conditions, including the 
release of separatist Kurd de- 
puties and the suppression of 
amendment of the anti- 
terrorist legislation, which 
restricts freedom of express- 
ion. 


Bardot writes to 
Mandela to save 
elephants 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 

— Brigitte Bardot has writ- 
ten to South African 
President Nelson Mandela 
criticising the killing of 
elephants and rhinoceros in 
the Kruger National Park, a 
statement from her founda- 
tion said here Tuesday. The 
former French actress, who 
now dedicates hersel f to 
promoting animal welfare, 
spoke out against the hunt- 
ing of the white rhinoceros 
and the killing of elephants 
in South Africa’s biggest 
wildlife reserve. She wrote: 
“South Africa has been 
notable for its eagerness to 
relaunch the ivory’ market. 
You have succeeded in 
reopening hunting for the 
white rhinoceros, thus con- 
demning the species ... I 
will do mv utmost to avoid 
the same 'thing happening 
to the elephants’* Kruger 
National Park culls several 
hundred elephants each 
year to avoid overpopula- 
tion which damages the 
environment in the park. 
Tlie national parks’ man- 
agement launched an inter- 
national appeal for fund's in 
September to pay for trans- 
ferring excess elephants to 
other parks. 

Tourists barred 
from Chinese 
monkey island 

HONG KONG (AFP) — 
The spread of a strange 
lung disease has forced the 
authorities to close a mon- 
key island in southern 
China’s Hainan province to 
tourists, a report said. 
Ninety per cent of monkeys 
at the popular tourist attrac- ». 
tion in Nanwan’were found 
by scientists to be suffering 
from “pathological 

changes" in their lungs, the 
Hong Kong branch of 
China News Service said. 
The decision to close the 
site was to prevent the 
unspecified illness spread- 
ing to humans and other 
wildlife. - 


Charlie Chaplin’s 
son plans cultural 
centre in Soweto 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Eugene Chaplin, the 
businessman son of film 
legend Charlie Chaplin, is 
planning to build a cultural 
centre in Soweto, South 
Africa's hugest black 
majority town, the eco- 
nomic daily Business Day 
said. Eugene Chaplin 
entertainment is planning 
(o spend 1.6 billion rand 
(around $450 milli on) on 
the centre which will 
include a cinema complex, 
multi-media hall, bookshop 
and cafe and restaurant. 
Planning work has already 
started on a 200 hectare 
(500 acre) site in the 
Eikenhof district of 
Soweto, an area known for 
its lack of infrastructure/* 
Mr. Chaplin, 42, skteched 
out the initial plans for the 
centre with a Soweto-based 
business during a visit to 
South Africa earlier this 
year. The businessman, 
who lives at Montreux in 
Switzerland in a house 
inherited from his father 
told Business Day he want- 
ed the centre to preserve 
the “cultural, economic and , 
social values my father 
pursued for 50 years.” 

Million dollar car 
stolen at gas 
station 

GILLINGHAM, England 
(AFP) — A Renault luxury 
sedan with a prototype 
engine and a £600.000 
($930,000) price tag was 
stolen at a highway gas sta- 
tion Tuesday night, police 
said Wednesday. The blue 
Safrane was being trans- 
ported by truck from j 
Renault' headquarters injP 
France to a test site at 
Peterborough, central 
England. “The driver was 
taking refreshment and the 
car just went." said a police 
spokesman. He said both 
car and truck were taken. 



